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ELECTION OF COUNCILMEN. 


As far as we know, the interest in the forthcoming election 
is very slight. 

Why is this? 

Why don’t the individual members of the profession take 
more interest in the profession’s affairs ? 

Surely there is plenty of matter of interest before us at the 
present time. 

Let us note a few of the more important ones. 

I, Exemption from serving on juries. 

II. Our sole right to be inspectors of cattle, sheep, horses, 
pigs, and dogs. 

III. Our sole right to be meat inspectors. 

IV. Our fees as witnesses. 

V. Our professional conduct —one to another. 

VI. Running doctors, or unqualified assistants. 

VII. Our right to be the sole judges as to whether or not 
animals, alive or dead, are healthy or diseased. 

VIII. The position of the veterinary surgeon in the army. 

These are among the more important matters which it will 
be the duty of the new council to attend to. 

The following are those members of council who retire this. 
year, but are eligible for re-election. 

Up to the time of writing they are not all nominated for 
re-election :— 

Let us briefly review them and their past work. 

Mr. BARRETT, one of the hardest workers in the council, 
and of the greatest value from his special knowledge of 
the law; a strong advocate for exemption from jury work, 
increased court fees, and union among ourselves to 
p ey: 4 defeat prosecution of our members by the 
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Mr. BOWER claims to be one of the old school, but if he is, 
he is one of the most enlightened of them. He says and 
does nothing rashly, and he steadies some of the more 
impulsive of the members of council. He is of opinion 
that most of the above-mentioned matters of interest are 
of vital importance, and strongly supports them. 

Mr. BEDDARD has not been a very regular attendant, and we 
do not therefore hazard any opinion on his work. 

Principal DEWAR is certainly the most earnest man in the 
council. He heeds not the subtle remarks of the flippant 
youth. He attends council to work, and not to play. 

His special work at present is the anomalies of the 
regulations for the preliminary examination. He is a 
strong advocate for the maintenance of the dignity of 
the profession, and particularly its rights in all inspector- 
ship matters. 

Mr. HARTLEY is unobtrusive, but a conscientious member, 
and a strong upholder of our professional rights. 

Mr. LOCKE has great experience of council work, not only ot 
our council, but of the work of the town council of 
Manchester ; he is a most valuable member of council. 

Mr. LAWSON is an able and energetic man, and has proved 
himself a shrewd and business-like member. It is evi- 
dent that his father’s mantle has fallen upon him. 

Professor PRITCHARD, from his recent appearance in the 
Carlisle case, could not seemingly be a strong believer 
in our unity in defending any individual member of 
our body from prosecution by the R.S.P.C.A. 


ILLICIT SECRET COMMISSIONS. 


THE Bill in Parliament to be known as the “ Act to Check 
Corruption, 1899,” comes as a boon and a blessing to men of 
all professions and trades. Lord Russell of Killowen, in 
moving the first reading of the Bill in the House of Lords on 
Thursday, the 20th April, said :— 


He recognised that it rested upon him to satisfy their lordships that these 
commissions constituted a serious evil, so grave as to justify legislation, and 
that the Bill he proposed, if it would not altogether prevent, would at all 
events substantially diminish the evil. This was not the first time that public 
attention had been called to the matter, and Bills had been introduced in 
former quarters, of a more or less drastic character, to deal with the evil. As 
far back as 1877, Zhe Times, after much correspondence had been published 
in its columns, declared it revealed a very dangerous state of things, requiring 
a legislative remedy. Again and again learned judges had animadverted upon 
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the pernicious character of these secret commissions. The evil had also come 
largely under his professional and judicial experience, and in conjunction with 
Sir Edward Fry he had prepared this Bill. As to the evil being wide-spread 
and serious, he might almost justify his contention by referring the House to 
the special report of the London Chamber of Commerce, prepared by a special 
committee after getting much evidence on the point. In their report the 
committee said :—‘‘ Your committee conclude, from the evidence before them, 
that secret commissions in various forms are prevalent in almost all trades 
and professions to a great extent, and that in some trades the practice has in- 
creased and is increasing, and they are of opinion that the practice is pro- 
ducing great evil alike to the morals of the commercial community and to the 
profits of honest traders. Bribes in all forms, including secret commissions, owe 
their existence sometimes to the desire of the donor to obtain the assistance of the 
donee, sometimes to the demand, expressed or implied, of the donee that the 
bribe should be given. In the first class of cases your committee have reason 
to believe that the bribe is often given unwillingly and with a pang of con- 
science as the result of the keen competition in trade, and in the fear, too 
often well founded, that unless given, other less scrupulous rivals will obtain 
an advantage. Many cases have come before your committee in which traders 
have believed (often, though not perhaps always, without reason) that their 
entire failure to obtain orders has been due to the want of a bribe. The 
second class of cases are those in which the recipient extorts the bribe from 
those who have established business relations with his principal. This 
practice is rendered more effective and oppressive by a combination between 
the blackmailers. The servant or agent who demands a commission, and 
fails to receive it, not infrequently warns his fellows in the same position in 
the trade against the honest trader, who finds himself shut out from dealings 
with a whole circle of firms.” The appendix to that report showed that the 
practice prevailed among solicitors, engineers, architects, and doctors. 
Doctors got commissions from the chemists who made up their prescriptions, 
and even in some cases from the undertakers whom they recommended to the 
sorrowing friends of deceased persons. Electrical and mechanical engineers 
got commissions from the makers of particular articles they had recommended, 
and a gunsmith in one case said he must decline the custom of a gentlemen 
unless the commission to a servant was continued; the explanation furnished 
in another case being that unless it was paid the guns would not fire properly 
and the ammunition would not be in proper condition. In the cutlery trade 
a manufacturer said: “ The mode of levying blackmail goes right through in 
some houses, even to the boy who takes in the manutfacturer’s card to the 
buyer.” In the dyeing trade the same pernicious system prevailed. In his 
own experience he was engaged to defend an old man charged with having 
obtained, by conspiracy with the foreman dyer, large sums of money from 
Lord Masham on the contracts for dyes; and the old man’s explanation to 
him was that he was driven to the practice by the demand for small commis- 
sions, which gradually led to the fraud ; and on his being asked why he did 
not complain to Lord Masham, his reply was that had he done so, and a new 
foreman been appointed, the dyes would probably have been spoiled in the 
vats unless he paid the new man commission. The report of the London 
Commission also showed the prevalence of the same evil in co-operative 
establishments, and in the printing trade ; and instances were given of fraud 
in order to provide the necessary commission to foremen, showing that orders 
depended not upon the excellence of the material, but upon the amount of 
bribe. He had with him the originals of many demands by foremen and 
managers, one remarking, “It is Christmas time, and I shall be glad to 
receive the usual”; and another stating, ‘‘I have not received the usual con- 
sideration.” The evil permeated the whole hierarchy of gentlemen’s servants, 
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such as butlers, gardeners, etc. In the coal trade—there were large coal 
proprietors in the House, and he hoped they would give their experience— 
the same evil was reported as prevalent. There was the notorious case of 
the Gas Corporation of Salford. The manager of the gasworks was charged 
by Mr. Ellis Lever with taking commissions, and as the result of a criminal 
prosecution of Mr. Lever for libel, it was proved that the manager had taken 
bribes, and that Mr. Lever was in the best possible position to know it, having 
himself paid the man bribes for years. In this case it was shown that very 
large sums of money, amounting to tens of thousands, had been paid in secret 
commission to the gas manager. The evil prevailed with regard to hotels 
and charitable institutions. The Grosvenor Hotel case would be in the 
recollection of the House, but his attention had been called to other cases, in 
some respects much worse. Buyers for wholesale houses were stated to be 
suffering from the same evil. In the letters which had reached him, there ran 
through a very piteous note from men confessing to have been parties to this 
very practice, appealing to be emancipated by legislation from the evil to which 
they were otherwise tied hand and foot. Turning to his proposals to remedy 
this terrible state of things, he said he desired to extend to all such transactions 
the principle of the Bill passed in 1889 on the initiative of the late Lord R. 
Churchill, by which bribes in the case of public bodies were declared a criminal 
offence in the case either of employees or tenderers. They were dealing with 
illicit commissions, which could be recovered by a civil action from those who 
received them, and he would point out that any one could under the Bill relieve 
himself from all dread of punishment by getting the sanction of his employer 
to receive the commissions, or by having these commissions paid open and 
above board. For instance, if a servant told his master that he was getting a 
commission from the coachmaker or tradesman, and the master assented, the 
commission could legally be paid. The object of the Bill, as its explanatory 
memorandum stated, was ‘To check by making them criminal a large number 
of inequitable and illegal secret payments, all of which are dishonest and tend to 
shake confidence between man and man, and to discourage honest trade and 
enterprise.” How did he propose tocarry out that object ? Clauses 3 to 8 de- 
clared certain specific transactions to be corrupt, unlessthe contrary were shown. 
Clause 3 was as follows :—‘ Every valuable consideration given or offered to 
any agent by any person having business relations with the principal of such 
agent should be deemed to have been corruptly given or offered, unless it is 
proved that the principal had given his consent thereto, or that the valuable 
consideration was not calculated or intended and had no tendency to corrupt the 
agent by inducing himtodoortoleave undonesomethingcontrary to his duty, or by 
creating otherundueinfluenceonthe mind of the agent.” As to the other case, 
about whicha greateramount ofcontroversy might be expected—thecase ofadvice 
given by A to B to deal with C, and C paid A without the knowledge of B—it 
might be that the practice was so universal, or so well known, that all the 
parties might be taken to know and accept that arrangement, but the best 
class of professional men had nothing to do with the conditions such as the 
Bill was designed to meet. Another clause aimed at the prevention of giving 
false receipts so as to conceal commission. In order to secure evidence, pro- 
vision was made similar to that in cases of bribery in election cases, so that 
an honest witness who might give evidence incriminating himself might get 
from the judges a certificate of indemnity. As to the question whether any 
rson should put the Act in force, or whether they should require the pre- 
iminary consent of the Attorney-General, his own impression was it should 
be opened to any person, with power to the Attorney-General to enter a wo/le 
prosequi if he considered the case vexatious, or with power to a judge to stay 
proceedings if he took the same view. He contended, in conclusion, that 
public opinion was ready for such a Bill. The prosecutions under the Act of 
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1889 had been few, but his inquiries showed that the Act had nevertheless 
effected a very material change. He had sent a draft of his Bill to every 
Chamber of Commerce in the country, and all but three had approved of its 
principle, including the Chambers of Commerce of Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
The three that had not approved were Cardiff, Swansea, and Belfast, who 
thought there was no necessity for the Bill, but private correspondence from 
these places showed that the evil existed there. He had also received reso- 
lutions from other important bodies in its favour. He therefore asked their 
Lordships to put a stop to an evil so pernicious to lawful trade, which blunted 
the sense of honesty, which injured the honest man who desired to conduct 
his business on high and honourable principles, and which was a corrupting 
and degrading influence. 


Our readers will no doubt think of the Bill, as it may some- 
times apply in the practice of their profession. Only recently 
a case of “Secret Commission” has been before the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and which is 
fully reported in our columns. 

We all know that coachmen are the blackmailers with 
whom we have to deal. 

Cases are innumerable in which the horse-attendant, be he 
coachman, groom, carter, or what not, must have his palm 
oiled, or he quickly finds a reason to his master, why Mr. 
A. is taking too long to cure his case, or why Mr. A. is not so 
skilful as Mr. B. Nor does he cease with the veterinary‘ 
surgeon : if his master buy a new horse, that horse is seldom 
much good unless the coachman has “ been in at the buying 
ofhim”’ ; further, corn and hay are good or bad according to 
the commission given by the dealer. The same applies to 
the saddlery, the carriages, and the shoes of the horses. We 
ask any horse-owner, who doesn’t take an active interest in 
his horses, if he has never wondered how it was, that though 
he had often heard of Mr. C. keeping his horses for so much a 
year, yet he had never been able to do it in anything like the 
money ? 

We can assure him that he will have great difficulty in 
making expenses less, and we fear that in many cases the 
horse-owner will, in despair, give up trying to do so, for in 
all probability he will not get a servant to stay in his service. 
Masters, forsooth! the servants are the masters in the 
majority of affairs. 

Possibly this Bill in Parliament may, if it become law, 
assist us in throwing off the thraldom of the coachmen, but 
it alone cannot do it. We must have the assistance of the 
masters, and if they only take the trouble to think it out, they 
will see it will be to their ultimate great benefit. 


| 

] 

| 

4 

| 


324 The Veterinary Journal. 
ATRESIA ANI. 


BY 0, CHARNOCK BRADLEY. 


THE condition in which an anus is either not at all, or very 
imperfectly, formed is not uncommonly met with by practi- 
tioners, as is shown by the fairly numerous records of cases 
found in the various veterinary periodicals. It is reasonable 
to presume that the recorded cases form only a small pro- 
portion of the total cases encountered by veterinary surgeons. 
It is unfortunate that many of the recorded cases are some- 
what obscure as to the exact condition of the parts, and as 
to any abnormal communication between the alimentary and 
uro-genital tracts. 

Mr. E. Marrison, of Bakewell, Derbyshire, has been good 
enough to send me the rectum and genital organs of a sheep 
in which one of the forms of atresia ani existed. An exami- 
nation of the parts reveals a complete absence of an anus, 
along with the existence of a communication leading from 
the rectum into the vulva. 

The thickness of the rectal wall is quite normal. The 
orifice from the rectum opens into the genital passage quite 
close to the pudendal fissure, and measures about 20 m.m. in 
diameter. 

Mr. Marrison has kindly supplied me with some details of 
clinical interest. The animal, it appears, was about eight 
months old, “and had grown remarkably well until a few 
weeks before death, when it commenced to gradually waste 
away.” On /ost-mor/em examination, the rectum and large 
intestine generally were found to contain very hard feces, 
which would no doubt be difficult to pass through the 
abnormal exit. Mr. Marrison further adds a note, in which 
he says that both kidneys were “ floating,’ completely 
surrounded by peritoneum and connected with the rumen by 
a peritoneal fold. These organs were about half the normal 
size, and very flabby in consistence. 

Mr. Marrison’s case is obviously one in which, along with 
a non-development of the anal aperture, the septum, which 
should grow backwards and separate the rectal and genital 
passages, has failed to be perfectly formed. This condition 
is apparently one of the most common malformations of the 
pelvic viscera occurring in domestic animals. Numerous 
cases have been recorded both in this country and also on the 
Continent. The condition of the parts is diagrammatically 
represented in fig. D. ; 

A similar abnormality occurs in the male, the communication 
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being modified by the sexual differences in the pelvic 
organs. ‘The rectum may open into the urethra (a/resta ant 
urathralis, fig. A.) or into the urinary bladder (a¢resa ani 
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) A. Atresia ani urethralis. B. Atresia ani simplex. 
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C. Allantois cloaca. D. Atresia ani, with opening of rectum into the vagina (or vulva). 
R. Rectum ; B. Bladder; U. Urethra; U.T. Uterus; V. Vagina. 


vesicalis). In either case meconium may make its appear- 
ance at the external urethral orifice. Mathieu (Veterzmarzan 
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1852) has described a case of atresta ani vestcalts. These ab- 
normalities in the male, are, of course, incompatible with life. 

Simple atresia ani (fig. B) does not appear to be quite so 
common ; but it is difficult to arrive at any definite conclusion 
because of the probability that cases in which the entire 
rectum has failed in development have been included in 
this group. In simple atresia ani, the septum between the 
rectal and uro-genital tubes has been perfectly developed, but 
the formation of an anus has failed. These cases are particu- 
larly suitable for surgical interference. 

Much less common forms of malformation are those known 
as allantots cloaca and common open cloaca. In the former the 
rectal and uro-genital passages open into a common space 
over which the skin remains imperforate. This is simply the 
persistence of a stage occurring in the development of the 
embryo (fig. 3). It is stated that in the human subject the 
condition is further complicated by the absence of the large 
intestine. 

In common open cloaca development has advanced a step 
further, the cloaca having become perforate. <All that is lack- 
ing here is the complete formation of the septum. I have 
not been able to find any records of cases of allantois or 
common open cloaca occurring in domestic animals. 

An appreciation of the character and extent of the various 
malformations is of service to the veterinary surgeon in 
enabling him to come to some conclusions as to the probable 
success of an operation. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


It is stated that “by placing the officers of the Army Veteri- 
nary Department upon the same footing with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps as regards the abolition of the prefix only, the 
discontent which now exists will be entirely removed, the 
best graduates from the colleges will be attracted to the ser- 
vice, and the present difficulty in obtaining candidates will 
disappear.” 

We have been urged by a civilian to move in this matter. 
We are told that it is derogatory to one of our members to 
hold a position in the army under the present circumstances. 

Is it an army regulation that a member of a profession 
engaged in a branch of the army cannot confide to the editor 
of his professional journal his grievances ? 

Surely all the world knows that what is told to an editor is 
private—is regarded as an inviolable secret ! 
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If we know that the position of an army veterinary surgeon 
is one derogatory to our profession, we will soon take up arms 
in its cause. 


THE CARLISLE CASE. 


IT is generally understood that veterinary surgeons are among 
the most humane of men. They never inflict unnecessary 
pain. If pain has to be inflicted, they endeavour to do so in 
the least painful manner. If there is a choice of two evils, 
they choose the less. In many cases there are more than two 
things to choose from. Take the Carlisle case: the following 
were the reasons presented to Mr. Hewson’s mind :— 

I. If I perform embriotomy, the cow will suffer now and 
afterwards, and in all probability die a painful death. 

II. If I have her sent to the slaughter-house, that will 
soon terminate any suffering she may have, and certainly will 
save her prolonged suffering. 

III. If I leave her here, in all probability her owner will 
keep her alive, and perhaps continue his efforts to save 
her life. 

I'll make certain about it, and as I, for many reasons, don’t 
wish to kill her myself, or to have her killed on the premises, 
will, while she is suffering no immediate pain, send her to the 
slaughter-house. 

Is there anything false in thus reasoning ? 

After Mr. Hewson had so reasoned, and all concerned were 
agreeable to the carrying out of his suggestion, why should 
anyone have interfered ? 

Interference by the R.S.P.C.A. was an impertinence. What 
is it that it should interfere with a professional man in the 
carrying on the practice of his profession ? 

We have heard it stigmatised as many opprobrious things, 
but were in hopes that these were, in the majority of cases, 
false, and that the society was endeavouring to do a most 
laudable duty to the best of its ability. 

Was it wise of it to attack an individual of a body of men 
to whom it looks for assistance in its good work? Our motto 
is Vis unztta fortior. It seems there are two ways of translating 
it. The ordinary one means that if we stand shoulder to 
shoulder we shall be strong, but the heterodox translation, 
as believed by some members of the profession, is that, 
by getting rid of as many members as possible, those 
remaining will be strengthened. This is a reversion to 
the age of cannibalism, when men thought that by eating 
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their foes they would be much strengthened—true, but, now-a- 
days, bad form—and it is so nasty, too. Why,inthe name of 
goodness, should members of this profession put themselves 
to considerable personal inconvenience, to go into court, and, 
on hearsay, to swear away the honour, reputation, and liveli- 
hood of a professional brother, is beyond us. In all reason, 
can men who have gained no practical knowledge in a subject 
for a quarter of a century give as sound an opinion as that of 
a man who has vast recent experience, and was on the spot? 

Surely it is but seemly that, if one cannot say a good word 
on behalf of a professional brother or of anyone, one should 
at least remain silent. Of course, there are occasions when 
one has no alternative, but in this case the witnesses must 
either have been entrapped into giving their opinions, or else 
they had given them freely, presumably knowing that all pro- 
fessional opinions expressed by men may at any time require 
to be confirmed in a court of law. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN MILK. 


ON Monday evening, 27th March, Professor Owen Williams 
delivered an address on the above subject, to the members of 
the Edinburgh and District Dairykeepers’ Association. He 
said :— 


The veterinary journals for a generation past had teemed with references to 
tubercuiosis, and still teemed with them. They were never tired of watching 
the enemy of all kind. He was ever with them in their large towns. He 
lurked in the dust of the street, in the air of the tramcars, and the reek of the 
railway train. Its great danger had come home to many in power, and yet 
they seemed to have treated it as kismet. A well-known member of Parlia- 
ment, not a great number of years ago, had the disease badly among his 
shorthorn herd of cattle, and yet seemed to take little interest in the matter. 
Most of the wealthy breeders of stock had had bitter experience of it. They 
had known of the awtul and disastrous results among cattle and among men, 
and it was only now, when they were faced with a frightened public, that they 
were stirring in the matter. It was needless for them ; the task was beyond 
the power of any government. They might as well ask Parliament to under- 
take the draining of the cities, towns, and villages throughout the British 
Empire as ask them to get rid of tuberculosis. Tuberculosis was constantly 
being obtained from man by man, and that might come about in many ways. 
Inhabiting the same room as a tubercular person was a constant danger ; 
travelling in trains and other closed vehicles in which there was dried sputum 
of tubercular persons ; walking in towns where the dried sputum as dust was 
constantly blowing about, and which contained bacilli ready to attack 
any vulnerable part; the wearing of clothes worn by people who had 
died of consumption ; the inhabiting of houses where consumptive people 
had lived ; the kissing of consumptive friends—these were by far the greatest 
dangers to which they were exposed, and it was to their medical officers of 
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health in each district that they must look to see that these dangers were 
minimised to the utmost. They must also take all precautions to avoid con- 
tracting the disease by being too intimate with their pet dogs and cats. Both 
these animals had tuberculosis, and might easily carry it from one person to 
another, by licking first the face of one and then of another. Many of them, 
he had no hesitation in saying, obtained their tuberculosis from their masters 
or mistresses who were consumptives. These consumptives frequently ex- 
pectorated, and it was no uncommon thing fora dog or cat to lick the sputum, 
nor was it uncommon for these animals to lick the faces of their consumptive 
owners. It was thus very easy to understand that if these animals licked 
their consumptive owners they would just as readily, and perhaps immedi- 
ately, turn round and lick the face of a healthy person—particularly a child— 
and so the disease would be spread. Then they had the spread of tuberculosis 
from cows to children by means of the milk. This was a very grave matter, 
and the one which immediately applied to them. When he told them that 
four per cent. of the children of this country died of tuberculosis contracted 
after birth, they would see the enormous gravity of the case. One thing, 
however, which had not been investigated as thoroughly as it should have 
been, and which must be gone into at once, was that of all children that died 
of infantile tuberculosis, such as tabes or ‘ bowel” affections and meningitis 
or fits, how many of them obtained the tuberculosis from cows’ milk, and how 
many from either their mothers’ milk or other sources than thecow? In the 
olden days it was the correct thing for a mother in affluent circumstances to 
arrange with the dairyman to supply for the baby’s use milk warm and freshly 
drawn from the same cow each day. Naturally the dairyman, desirous of 
pleasing his customer, took the milk from his deepest milking cow—and 
they all knew that very frequently deep milkers were tubercular. But 
this, he trusted, was a thing of the past, and the milk that the most of 
children got was mixed milk, and milk which had passed through the 
refrigerator, and its power of transmitting tuberculosis was consequently 
diminished. Another question he would ask: Did tuberculosis occur 
most frequently among the children of the rich, who were usually fed 
from the bottle, or did it affect the children of the poor who were fed from the 
mother’s breast ? So far as he could gather, tubercular diseases of infants of 
the poorer classes were much more frequent than of the richer classes. It 
was no uncommon thing for a poor woman to have had eight or ten children, 
most of whom were dead, and who had died from the same disease, of a 
tubercular nature. The children of the poor were usually brought up at the 
breast, or, if they did not receive that nutriment, they were brought up on 
bread, tea, or condensed milk and hot water—they seldom or never got milk 
fresh and sweet from the cow. They constantly breathed vitiated air, and 
air teeming with the germs of disease. These children were often looked 
after by some elderly person who was unfit for hard work, and remained at 
home and was probably suffering from phthisis. These phthisical people 
fondled and kissed the baby, and no wonder the baby got tuberculosis by 
swallowing its saliva after licking the lips of a phthisical nurse! It would be 
a difficult matter for anyone to convince him that, even though cow’s milk 
should cease to be used for infants, they would get rid of tuberculosis in 
children. Were the children of the rich more subject to tubercular affections 
than those of the poor? No; and not because they got less cow’s milk than 
those of the poor, for they got far more, but because they were not exposed 
to the greater dangers of infection. Their digestions were kept in the best 
of order; their surroundings were hygienic; they were not permitted to 
cohabit with unhealthy people, or to be fondled by the sick. He did not for 
a moment desire to convey the impression that there was no danger in the 
consumption of cow’s milk, but he thought that that danger was so much 
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magnified that the other dangers were dwarfed and little noticed. Far more 
people died of tuberculosis contracted from other people than children who 
got it in any way; and, to go further, an enormous number of people died of 
tuberculosis, as compared to those who died from having drunk the milk from 
a cow with tuberculosis. It was generally accepted that a cow must 
either be dying of tuberculosis throughout her system, or must have 
tuberculosis of her udder, before she could transmit the disease by 
means of her milk to human beings. As a matter of fact, when 
a cow was dying of a general tuberculosis, she gave little or no milk, 
and, from his experience, no dairyman or maid would even think of 
using such milk. lf they took the Copenhagen statistics, they found that 
though more than 17 per cent. of the cows and oxen were affected with tuber- 
culosis, yet only about one in 1,000 of the calves were affected with 
tuberculosis ; and yet if any animal should get tuberculosis from the cow, one 
would naturally think the calf would be the one. The only explanation that 
he could offer was that calves were usually kept out of doors and in fresh air ; 
that their stomachs were in good order, and resisted the attacks of the bacilli 
if they should happen to be in the milk. With regard to condensed milk, he 
thought that, unless it were certified to be from cows that were in perfect 
health, it szould be looked upon with suspicion, and should by some means 
be sterilised before being permitted to be sold to the public. Of one thing 
he was certain, and that was that fresh milk was much preferable to con- 
densed milk. Another danger of obtaining tuberculosis was by eating the 
flesh of animals which had been badly affected with the disease. That 
danger, in the large towns at least, was rapidly disappearing, as in most of 
them there was a more or less perfect inspection of meat by duly qualified 
men, though in some towns a retired butcher, or an inspector of nuisances, 
had that duty to perform. Needless to say, such appointments were far from 
economical. Such men were ipcapable from their lack of a sound education 
to accurately discriminate between what should be used and what should 
not be used; and they erred on the one side or the other, and might reject 
good meat and entail loss, or might pass bad meat and so increase the danger 
to human life. He trusted that all authorities would follow the example of 
Edinburgh, and appoint men who were thoroughly well acquainted with 
animals in health and disease. In concluding, he offered the following 
suggestions :—Firstly, knowing that tuberculosis did not spread much in 
animals which had plenty of fresh air and light, they should insist 
that, as far as_ possible, the cows from which they obtained 
their milk should be kept in well-lighted and well-ventilated byres, and 
if possible should be turned out of their byres for a short time every day, so 
that the place could be well aired. He had no doubt that a great deal of 
tuberculosis in town cows was due to the infection being on the premises, and 
that a healthy cow entering such premises, and being confined in the same 
place for months on end, was very likely to contract the disease. Secondly, 
he would point out that disinfecting, as carried out at present, was almost use- 
less, and dairy owners should endeavour to have their premises thoroughly 
disinfected, and frequentiy done, if they had disease amongst their cows. 
Fresh air and sunlight were both extremely good disinfectants. Thirdly, 
they should decline to receive any milk from a cow which had any udder com- 
plaint until their professional adviser could assure them that the milk was free 
from danger. It often happened that a cow got a cold in a quarter of her 
udder, and after the inflammation had subsided the milk might become normal 
and good for use. There was no reason why a cowkeeper should not have 
good milk from healthy cows. Another matter which should be taken notice 
of was the using of tubercular animals for breeding purposes. The managers 
of the various agricultural shows—particularly the Highland and Agricultural 
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Society—should encourage this matter by insisting that no animal should be 
eligible for a prize unless that animal was certified to be free from tuberculosis. 
He also urged that the Government should take the distribution of tuberculin 
inio its own hands, and see that it was not only of proper quality, but that it 
was used for proper purposes. Another all-important thing was the inspec- 
tion of meat, and in this connection he said that sufficient notice was not taken 
of imported meat, and especially of hams, bacon, and tinned meats. They 
had all read the statements made as to the commissariat of the American 
army during the late war, and if they could give that sort of stuff to their own 
soldiers, what might they not be sending over to us? He thought there 
should be much more strict regulations enforced against our cousins across 
the water before they troubled our nearer relatives. 


THE PENNYCUIK EXPERIMENTS. 


PROFESSOR CossAR EWART, of Edinburgh University, has 
brought together his various articles in the Veterinarian and 
Zoologist relating to the telegony experiments, and has pub- 
lished them,'along with an introduction, in a finely-bound and 
beautifully-illustrated volume entitled, “The Pennycuik 
Experiments” (Adam and Charles Black). 

An interesting feature of the introduction is a review of the 
principles of breeding under the headings of reversion (the 
resemblance of the progeny to some ancestor more or less 
remote) in pigeons, fowls, dogs, rabbits, ducks, horses ; 
prepotency (the power a particular parent may have of 
impressing its own special characteristics on the progeny) ; 
and inbreeding ; telegony; sterility in equine hybrids. 

The truth or falsehood of telegony, or “infection of the 
germ,” 2.é., the ability of the first sire to influence the offspring 
obtained by subsequent sires with the same mother, is the 
main problem which Professor Ewart has set himself to 
solve, and so far the results of the professor’s experiments 
have not established any proof of telegony. 

Since Lord Morton’s letter to the President of the Royal 
Society in 1820, in which he mentions that a young chestnut 
mare, never before bred from, had a female hybrid to a male 

uagga, and later bore to a black Arabian horse a colt and a 
lly, which resembled in some respects the quagga, telegony 
has had many supporters, not only among practical breeders, 
but also in the world of science, Darwin, Spencer, and 
Romanes all upholding the theory. Weismann and others 
take the opposite view, or, at least, hold that there is need 
for more and surer evidence, and that as regards telegony 
the most reasonable position is the verdict of not proven. 
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Professor Ewart has made a weighty contribution by means of 
his experiments, full details of which are given in his book. 

Many more experiments, however, must be made, and, in 
an appendix to the volume, a number are suggested. The 
Professor will continue to experiment, but in the hope that 
some of our readers may have opportunity to add their quota 
to this experimental work, we give a list of some of the 
suggested experiments, the general principle being that the 
experimenter will first of all mate ‘either different species or 
well-marked varieties of the same species, and then mate the 
females which have bred to the new species or distinct 
varieties with the males of their own particular breed,” e.g. :— 

(1) A jackass and a mare, the mare to be afterwards mated 
with a horse ; 

(2) A Chillingham bull, and Galloway, Angus, Norfolk, 
and Devon cows, each cow to be afterwards mated with a 
bull of its own breed ; 

(3) A Galloway bull and a shorthorn cow, the cow to be 
afterwards mated with a shorthorn bull ; 

(4) An Aberdeen Angus bull and a shorthorn cow, the cow 
to be afterwards mated with a shorthorn bull ; 

(5) A Southdown tup and a merino ewe, the ewe to be 
afterwards mated with a merino tup ; and so on with other 
animals-—swine, dogs, ducks, rabbits, fowls, etc. 

Professor Ewart is to be heartily congratulated on the 
present volume, and that there may be a second like unto it 
will be the cordial wish of the many who have been following 
the experiments with interest. 


WE have received, with the compliments of the Secretary of 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England, two leaflets, 
the one referring to “ Quarter-ill” and the other to “Epi- 
zootic Abortion in Cows,” and also giving a poisonous 
prescription to be used in the case of aborted cows. We 
thank the Secretary for his courtesy, but desire to express 
our opinion that is rather hard to give prescriptions to lay- 
men for them to concoct without telling them that they cannot 
legally obtain poisons in quantities. Is it possible that the 
author of the leaflets had his tongue in his cheek all the time, 
or are we going to see an abolition of the Poisons Act and 
an epidemic of suicide and mysterious deaths, or deaths 
from misadventure? Has the author been reading De 
Quincey’s “ Murder considered as one of the Fine Arts”? 
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HAD we, like most other countries, a State-aided Institution 
for the investigation of diseases in the lower animals, we 
would probably by now be taking active steps to discover the 
cause of the so-called influenza in dogs, and also to verify the 
supposed identity of the serious disease among our sheep 
with that which has caused the loss of millions of pounds in 
the South American States. 

Furthermore, did the British Government have, like most 
other countries, a proper staff of veterinary inspectors through- 
out the country, it would by now have reliable reports as to 
the ravages of these two seemingly new diseases. Perhaps, 
when they have become enzootic to the country, like pleuro- 
pneumonia, we will again commence the pole-axe treatment. 

Our Government has no organisation with which it can 
gather statistics in connection with lower animals, the same 
as it has in connection with mankind. 

There is no doubt that such an organisation is much 
needed. 

Where can we find the number and localities of cows 
affected with epizootic abortion, of dogs with distemper, of 
sheep with foot rot? Surely such information is of paramount 
importance to breeders and purchasers. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
ELECTION TO COUNCIL. 


GENTLEMEN,—Four years ago you did me the honour to elect 
me as one of your representatives on the council; since then 
I have endeavoured to be a regular attendant at all council 
and committee meetings, and supported all measures calcu- 
lated to advance the profession, and to obtain for its members 
the social recognition to which they are undoubtedly entitled. 

It must be borne in mind that provincial members cannot 
possibly attend the meetings as regularly as those who reside 
in and around London, some of us having to travel some two 
or three hundred miles, and spend two or three days each 
journey ; therefore the attendance list ought to be viewed with 
leniency in regard to those who live a great distance from Red 
Lion Square. 

I think the time has now arrived when members of our 
profession ought to hold the position of meat and market 
inspectors in all our large towns, such as is now held in 
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Manchester and Edinburgh, feeling confident that they are 
thoroughly fit and proper persons to carry out the duties at 
the present time, and every legitimate means ought to be 
taken to obtain such positions. 

The testing of cattle for tuberculosis is undoubtedly a step 
in the right direction, but means ought to be taken to prevent 
any other than a veterinary surgeon from carrying out 
the test. 

I would support any action of the council tending to obtain 
for our Army Veterinary Department the same privilege as 
allowed to the medical staff in regard to the prefix to their 
title, etc. 

If my services as Member of Council has met with your 
approval, and you do me the honour of re-electing me, it will 
be my earnest endeavour to prove myself worthy of the 
confidence reposed in me.—I am, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 


Sam. LOCKE. 
GROSVENOR STREET, OXFORD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
April, 1899. 


Cases. 
MALIGNANT DISTEMPER, SO CALLED. 
BY NEMO. 


THE recent observations of a particularly fatal epizootic 
among dogs which have been recorded in the lay and pro- 
fessional journals, appear to refer to the same malady that 
attacked our canine patients in Edinburgh during the winter 
of 1896—97. 

Then, as now, the first cases were put down to poisoning, 
but soon the accidents became so numerous and so wide- 
spread, and besides the analysis of the contents of the 
digestive tract always giving negative results, another 
explanation had to be sought. 

The symptoms and course of the disease were almost 
identical with those recently described in the Veterinary 
Record. 1 cannot recollect, however, that gangrene of the 
tongue, described by Mr. Gray, was a frequent accompaniment. 

The lesions observed at the autopsy suggested what Hueppe 
describes as hemorrhagic septicemia, and which is due toa 
microbe (the ovoid bacillus), capable of assuming many 
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degrees of virulence and of attacking in one form or other 
most of the domesticated animals and man. 

In the very acute cases the stomach and small intestines, 
empty of food, were found to contain a bloody liquid more or 
less abundant, while the mucous membrane and the sub- 
mucosa were the seat of intense bloody engorgement. The 
abdominal lymphatic glands were enlarged and hemorr- 
hagic, the kidneys softened and enlarged, spleen and liver for 
the most part normal. 

The lungs were always congested, sometimes in the cases 
that lasted some time hepatized and accompanied by a 
pleuritic process. 

As to treatment, a mixture containing bismuth carb., 
compound tragacanth powder, and two to five grain doses of 
carbolic acid was found to answer best. 


THE USE OF CREASOTE IN FEVER. 


BY CAPTAIN A. F. APPLETON, ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, NORTH 
TIRMULGHARRY. 
HAVING had a great many cases of fever in this station lately, 
including nearly all types and degrees ; the season being a 
very unhealthy one, I have taken advantage of it to try and 
improve on the old line of treatment, or at any rate test the 
value of some new, or comparatively new, drugs. One drug 
in particular I can see a great future for, and that is creasote ; 
nothing can compare with it for the safe and rapid way it 
reduces fever. The way I have been using it is to mix 
equal parts of creasote and olive oil, and rub about an ounce 
of this mixture steadily but firmly into the near side of 
the horse, as nearly as possible over the heart for about ten 
minutes. I generally extend the near foreleg while this is 
being done, and take a circle of about a foot and a half 
diameter ; about half an hour after, or in some cases less, the 
temperature begins to fall, and within an hour is usually 
down from two to four degrees, and in from three to four 
hours may be normal. In many cases there is no rise of 
temperature following, but in others there is, when a second 
application should be made, and, if necessary, a third and 
fourth. In two of my cases the temperature went rapidly 
down to subnormal (981 and 98°3), but it soon rose again to 
normal. For all ordinary cases I give the usual acetate of 
ammonia and spirits of nitrous ether drinks at the same 
time as I use the creasote, and in some very severe cases I 
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have used quinine and phenacetin in drachm doses each three 
times daily, but only when the rise and fall of the tempera- 
ture after creasote has been very rapid and it has had to be 
repeated more than twice. 

I also find that the temperature when reduced at night 
seldom rises before morning, if at all, and this is a great boon 
to practitioners like myself, who are not fond of turning out 
at all hours of the night. The number of respirations and 
pulse nearly always fall in proportion to the fever. 

I have at present some bad cases of pink eye under treat- 
ment with creasote, and it appears to be even more suc- 
cessful with them than with ordinary fever. 


Army Weterinary Departinent, 


Vet.-Major G. F. Davis has been transferred from the 
Curragh to Aldershot. 

Vet.-Captain F. J. Short has been transferred from Alder- 
shot to the Curragh. 

Vet.-Captain J. Cooper arrived at the Curragh with the 6th 
Dragoons from Dundalk, 5th instant. 

Vet.-Captain C. E, Nuthall arrived at York with 2nd Dragoon 
Guards from Leeds, 1oth instant. 

Vet.-Captain F. W. Forsdyth and Vet.-Lieutenant H. A. 
Sullivan arrived from India, 15th instant. 

Vet.-Captain A. E. Richardson arrived at Aldershot, 13th 
instant, for duty at that station. 

Vet.-Lieutenant E. B. Bartlett embarked for service in 
South Africa, 8th instant. 

Vet.-Lieutenant R. C. Cochrane will embark on the 21st 
instant for a tour of service in South Africa. 

The office of the Director-General has removed from 5, 
King Street to 66, Victoria Street, Westminster. 

Vet.-Lieutenant R. H. Holmes has been granted an exten- 
sion of leave from India to 30th June next. 

Vet.-Lieutenant W. D. Smith has arrived from Egypt, 
having completed tour of service in that country, and will be 
posted to the 15th Hussars, Shorncliffe, for duty. 

Vet.-Lieutenant F. D. Hunt arrived from India on six 
months’ leave of absence. 

Vet.-Captain R. W. Raymond has been retained in South 
Africa for a tour of service 
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Vet.-Captain A. E. Richardson has arrived from India, 
having completed tour of service. 

An extension of leave from India to 22nd September next 
has been granted to Vet.-Lieutenant I. M. Carr. 

Vet.-Lieutenant R. C. Cochrane, Edinburgh, has been 
placed under orders for a tour of service in South Africa. 

Vet.-Lieutenant A. Olver has joined at Aldershot for duty. 

Vet.-Lieutenant E. Brown has been been transferred from 
Aldershot for duty at Dublin. Vet.-Lieutenant H. T. Sawyer 
has been transferred from the Indian to the home establish- 
ment, and will be posted to Aldershot for duty. Vet.-Lieu- 
tenant E. Bartlett, Aldershot, has been placed under orders 
for a tour of service in South Africa. 

Vet.-Lieutenants F. C. Stralton and J. A. B. McGowan 
have embarked for a tour of service in India. 


Extracts from 4Foreign Yournals. 
REGULATIONS FOR MILK SUPPLY OF BERLIN. 


I. Whoever wishes, for trade purposes, to bring milk into 
Berlin, or to keep it for purposes of sale or to sell it therein, 
or whoever wishes to keep cows for profit, must first notify 
the fact to the headquarters of police, at the same time giving 
a declaration of the places from which he regularly gets his 
milking cows. He must likewise give notice of every local 
removal of a byre which has to do with the business, and also 
give notice of the opening of any branch in Berlin. 

II. Whoever for trade purposes introduces, keeps for sale, 
or sells milk in Berlin must provide the vessels in which the 
milk is put up for sale with an accurate description of the 
kinds of milk therein, in clear writing which cannot be erased. 
Vessels in which milk is taken, on order, to single customers 
may bear an erasable designation. In the case of closed 
milk-carts, these designations must be set forth alongside the 
notices of price on the outside of the cart, and, in fact, imme- 
diately above the cranes for drawing off the milk ; in the case 
of sale in bottles, on the bottles themselves, even though the 
bottles may not need to have a notice of price set forth on 
them. In shops the vessels of sale should be set up in such 
a manner that the designations of the various kinds of milk 
be not hidden from, but visible to, the public. 
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III. Fresh milk may be imported, kept for sale purposes, 
or sold under the following designations only :—(a) As “ Full 
Milk,” or milk from which no constituent part has been taken 
and to which nothing extraneous has been added, and which 
sontains at least 27 per cent. of fatty matter and has a 
specific gravity of at least 1,028 = 14° of the police milk- 
tester at a temperature of 15° Cent. (0) “ Half Milk.” As 
such may be designated only such milk as contains at least 
1°5 per cent. of fatty matter and has a specific gravity of at 
least 1,030, corresponding to 15° of the police milk-tester at 
15° Cent. (c) “Skim Milk.” As such may be designated 
only milk deprived of its fat and which has a specific gravity 
of at least 1,032, corresponding to 16° of the police milk- 
tester at 15° Cent. (d) “ Milk for Children,” “ Milk for 
Sucklings,” “Sanitary Milk,” or other similar names, by 
means of which the public is led to believe that the milk is to 
be preferred to “full milk” as regards wholesomeness. As 
such only “ full milk” can be designated which immediately 
after milking has been cooled down to + 10° cent., and is in 
such condition as to stand boiling down and the alcohol test 
(mixture of 70 per cent. alcohol [volum percentage] and as 
much water), and is taken from milch cows which, in regard 
to their condition of health and nourishment, satisfy the 
requirements of X. (27fra). 

IV. Frozen, boiled, or sterilised full, half, skim or chil- 
dren’s milk shall be specially designated assuch. As “boiled ” 
milk shall be considered such milk as has been brought up to 
a temperature of 100° Cent., or has been exposed to a tem- 
perature of go° Cent. for a quarter-of-an-hour. As “steri- 
lised ” milk shall be considered such as has been freed from 
particles of dirt, immediately after milking, treated within 12 
hours at latest in the regulation manner in suitable apparatus, 
recognised as adequate by the head-quarters of police, and 
has during heating been supplied with an air-tight stopper 
which the consumer shall be the first to draw out. Other 
designations for unprepared milk are forbidden. 

V. Artificial milk-preparations may be imported, kept for 
sale, or sold only on condition of express designation of their 
composition on the vessels of sale. Buttermilk and sour 
milk must be designated as such on sale. 

VI. From the market there is excluded such milk as: (a) is 
coloured blue, red, or yellow, covered with mould, is bitter, 
slimy, or otherwise corrupted, or contains streaks or clots of 
blood ; (b) is taken off the cow within five days after calving; 
(c) originates from cows affected with anthrax, symptomatic 
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anthrax, cowpox, jaundice, rabies, dysentery, diseases of the 
udder, pyzemia (septicemia), putrid uterine inflammation, or 
poisoning; (d) generally speaking, in regard to its place of 
origin and by reason of its constitution, as also according to 
its treatment up to the time of sale, conceals anything dan- 
gerous to the consumers’ health; (e) contains any foreign 
bodies, specially water or ice or so-called means of preserva- 
tion of any kind whatsoever. 

Onlyin a boiled or sterilisedcondition maythere be imported, 
kept for sale, or sold milk from cows suffering from foot-and- 
mouth-disease, or from tuberculosis to such an extent that 
the udder is attacked, or from emaciation which has reached 
a high degree. 

VII. Vessels from which milk may absorb foreign bodies, 
such as vessels of copper, brass, zinc, or clay, vessels of bad 
or defective glaze, iron vessels covered with an enamel which 
contains lead or has become cracked or broken, or rusted 
vessels, are inadmissible as milk-vessels. Milk for children 
may be sold only in colourless (white or half-white) glass 
vessels. Vessels must be regularly kept clean, standing 
vessels must be kept shut, with tight-fitting covers, the outlets 
from closed milk-carts must be kept well scoured and clean 
in the inside. Vessels in which milk is brought into Berlin 
for purposes of trade must have leaden covers. The use of 
paper or indiarubber containing lead, or rags or straw for 
fastening the cover firmly is forbidden. Vessels used for 
measuring out the milk must, as regards material and clean- 
liness, satisfy the same requirements as vessels for holding 
milk, and be provided with a special handle, so that contact 
of the milk with the hand on pouring out is avoided. 

VIII. Milk intended for sale may be kept only in rooms 
which are always (Sundays included), carefully aired and 
kept clean and cool, in which, to this end, the same regula- 
tions are in force on Sundays as on week-days, and which 
also are not used as sleeping or sick-rooms. Ifthe rooms in 
which the milk is kept are immediately adjoining sleeping or 
sick-rooms, connection between the two shall consist of one 
door at any rate. This latter must, however, be capable ot 
being locked and must always be kept latched. If any person 
belonging to the establishment of a milk dealer or milk- 
producer falls ill of cholera, typhus, dysentery, diphtheria, 
scarlatina, or mouth-disease, the head of the establishment 
must inform the first section of the prefecture of police of the 
fact and remove all persons coming in contact with the sick 
person, from byres and from his shop. 
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IX. The owners of milch cows in Berlin must at all times 
consent to the supervision and inspection of their stock of 
cattle by the district veterinary surgeon or hts representative. 

X. Anyone wishing to designate his dairy as a “ Sanita 
Dairy ” must notify the prefecture of police of the fact. The 
milk introduced, kept for sale, or sold as “ milk for children,” 
must be obtained in the following manner :— 

(a2) The cows must be kept in a byre provided with good 
stone-paving or some other kind of impermeable flooring, 
roomy, bright, and, in Berlin, provided with a hose-apparatus, 
with plenty of space between them and the cows which are 
not used for the production of“ milk for children,” and must 
be specially designated “‘ cows for the production of milk for 
children.” 

(4) Their state of health shall be watched over by the regu- 
lar district vetertmary surgeon, or a police veterinary surgeon 
appointed to represent him, so that, before the installation of 
a cow, her state of héalth is attested by a certificate and is 
revised at least once in every three months. 

For the purposes of revision a book is to be kept, inspection 
of which must be granted to the regular official veterinary 
surgeon at any time. Every illness of a milch-cow located in 
a byre along with cows for the production of milk for children 
or in a sanitary dairy, if the animal is affected with any one 
of the diseases mentioned in VI. (c), must be notified to the 
regular official veterinary surgeon. 

Cows affected in this way, as well as with digestive derange- 
ments, diarrhoea, licking disease, or cows suspected of tuber- 
culosis, must be at once removed from the byre. 

(c) Cows must have dry fodder only. The prefecture of 
police publishes, in agreement with the chief magistrate, at 
least once a year, the names of the food-stuffs which shall mot 
be employed for cows used for the production of milk for 
children. 

(7) The employment of used bedding-straw and other used 
waste-stuffs as bedding-material is forbidden. 

(e) Before milking, the udder of the cow must be cleansed. 
The persons employed in milking have to wear clean washable 
aprons whilst milking, and to wash their hands and arms, 
before milking, with soap and water. Persons suffering from 
infectious diseases, or ulcers or eruptions on the hands or face 
shall not be employed in milking. The first milk shall be 
pressed out of the teats, and not milked into the pail. 

(/) The milk shall be purified immediately after milking by 
means of strainers or centrifuges. 
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(g) The regulations (c) to (/) must be nailed up on the stable 
door. 

XI. Anyone acting, either knowingly or through negligence, 
contrary to these regulations, if higher punishments are not 
inflicted by the penal code, shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding 30s., or a corresponding term of imprisonment. 

These regulations shall come into force 1st April, 1899. 


M. MOELLER, a German observer, claims to have found the 
Koch bacillus in Timothy grass. Rabinovitch has studied it, 
and declares it to be different in its mode of growth from cul- 
tures of the butter pseudo-bacillus. Are we on the high road 
to discovery of the “ vegetable” origin of tuberculosis ' 


Correspondence. 


To the Editor of THE VETERINARY JOURNAL. 


Sir,—I append a copy of the examination questions set by 
a veterinary lecturer engaged by a county council to lecture 
to the farmers and others in the district. 

Surely this is not what this or any other county council 
lecturer is supposed to have lectured upon to the class? 

If it is the case, then the sooner the better students cease 
entering college and practitioners cease practising. 

Will not the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons take this matter up? If they will, I shall be pleased 
to afford them further information in the matter. Mean- 
while—I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

ETHICS.” 


Examination in Veterinary Sctence. 
(Only Eight Questions to be attempted.) 


1. What changes take place in the horse’s teeth between 

three and four years of age? 

. Give a full description ot the stomachs of the ox, stating 

carefully the function of each stomach ? 

3. Describe a case of milk fever, giving symptoms and treat- 
ment? Is there anything you might do to try and 
prevent this disease ? 

4. What is tuberculosis? How would you proceed to testa 
herd of cattle? 
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5. What are the common causes of choking in cattle? How 
would you treat a case? 

6. State how would you proceed to deliver a cow, in which 
the presentation was as follows :—Two forelegs pre- 
sented and head turned back? What care would you 
take of the animal after delivery had been effected ? 

7. What are the causes and symptoms of navicular disease ? 

8 Give = causes, symptoms, and treatment of flatulent 
colic? 

g. What are the functions of the bile and pancreatic juice, 
and into which portion of the intestines are they 
poured 

10. How would you treat a punctured wound ? 


To PROFESSOR W. O. WILLIAMS, EDINBURGH. 


BERLIN, 20¢h March, 1899. 


DEAR SiR,—In reply to your courteous letter of the 
7th March, I have much pleasure in sending you an 
extract from my periodical, Fletsch und Milchhygiene, of 
February of this year, containing the police regulations 
concerning the traffic in cows’ milk in the city of Berlin, 
which come into force on rst April of this year. You 
will see therefrom how strict is the standard which 
we are determined to enforce upon the milk supply 
of Berlin in regard to the sanitary aspect of the case. 
During the last few years the two greatest dairy businesses 
of Berlin, those of C. Bolle and of Okonomierat Grub, have 
left no stone unturned in order to offer consumers the 
security that the milk reaches them in good condition. In 
these great establishments a regular examination of the 
milk, in order to detect the presence of tuberculous bacilli, 
is performed by bacteriologists specially appointed for this 
purpose. Whilst up till the present time only a few cattle 
establishments have been inoculated with tuberculin, C. 
Bolle has now determined to have his whole stock of 
about 18,000 cows inoculated. With this end in view, he 
is now employing five veterinary surgeons at a fixed 
salary. Compensation for cows recognised as tuberculous 
is not paid to the owners; on the other hand the milk of 
those cows which only react is taken away, and after 
sterilisation worked up into butter. Only the milk which 
comes into the market as milk for children is sterilised. 
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Sorletti’s method is the one most commonly in use; further 
particulars you will find in the more modern text-books on 
dairy-farming. So far as tuberculin inoculations and their 
control in the abattoirs have shown, the percentage of tuber- 
culous cows varies greatly in the several districts, and 
according to the purpose for which they are utilised. Great 
cattle establishments which have had byre-feeding for years 
past, have 9o per cent. and more cases of tuberculosis, whilst 
others,'especially those of small proprietors who buy no artificial 
food and feed their cattle in a more natural way, by pasturage, 
have only 20 per cent. tuberculous, and their cattle are some- 
times quite free from tuberculosis. Accurate statistics con- 
cerning tuberculosis of the udder have not as yet been 
collected on a large scale. Public control over the purity 
of condensed milk does not exist. 

Hoping to have satisfied your needs with these short 
particulars, I remain, your most respectful and obedient 
servant, 

(Signed) Professor Dr. OSTERTAG. 


[We have been favoured with some excerpts from the pro- 
ceedings of the Soczété de Brologie, consisting of papers 
contributed by M. A. Raillet with the collaboration of 
two scientific friends, and we append specially-prepared 
translations, feeling sure that they will interest the 
readers of the JOURNAL. ] 


ON THE SUPPOSED OCCURRENCE OF THE 
ANKYLOSTOMUM OF MAN IN THE INTESTINE OF 
THE HORSE. 


A few weeks ago, von Rathonyi published an observation 
tending to prove that the horse is susceptible of receiving the 
ankylostomum of man(Uxc7naria duodenalis), and consequently 
may aid in the dissemination of this dangerous parasite. 
This publication is at present making the round of the medi- 
cal press, which appears to accept its conclusions as an 
undoubted fact to such an extent that it seems to me useful 
to discuss at the present moment the arguments on which it 
is based. The following are shortly the facts brought forward 
by the Hungarian doctor :— 

Uncinariosis rages in the most serious manner in the 
collieries of Brennberg. Now, no one has succeeded in dis- 
covering the presence of the eggs of the parasite in the water, 
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mud, air, etc.,of the mines. Further, there is no case recorded 
of a miner infecting his wife, children, or any other person in 
his neighbourhood. By reason of these facts the director of 
the mining company wondered if infection could not be 
carried by horses employed in the mines. In order to verify 
this hypothesis, von Rathonyi proceeded without delay to 
microscopic examination of the droppings of these animals, 
and discovered in them, in great quantities, eggs of the 
Ankylostomum duodenale. He was even able to watch the 
hatching of the larva, and to see them encyst. Further 
observations led him to state that horses exempt from anky- 
lostoma on their arrival at the mines, showed, at the end ot 
four to six weeks, eggs of these worms in their excreta. 
Besides, it had been stated that the miners most seriously 
attacked were those who worked in the neighbourhood of the 
- horses, and that they recovered at once when they quitted the 
mines attacked. Finally, in a small mine in that district, 
offering the same geological conditions but not employing 
horses, uncinariosis did not rage in any way whatsoever among 
the miners. From this accumulated evidence, Rathonyi 
thinks himself authorised to conclude that the horse plays a 
great part in the contamination of man by the ankylostomun, 
and that perhaps this animal represents the “ long-sought- 
for’’ intermediary of the parasite. 

Such a conclusion does not seem to us justified. Tocompel 
us to admit the truth of his way of looking at the question, 
the author ought to have demonstrated that the eggs met 
with in the droppings of the horse really belonged to the 
ankylostomum of man (Uxcinarta duodenalis). In default of 
this proof, we are authorised in maintaining doubts about 
the value of these observations. And there are even the most 
serious reasons for believing that he has taken for eggs of the 
ankylostomum those of one or other of the worms of the same 
group which live in the intestine of the horse. I mean the 
sclerostoma, of which at least two species are European, 
Sclerostomum cquinum and Scl. tetracanthum. These nema- 
todes have eggs bearing the greatest of resemblance to those 
of the Uncinarta duodenalis, so that distinction can be estab- 
lished only by the help of precise measurements. All these 
eggs are ellipsoid and in process of segmentation at the 
moment of laying; all give larve with slender tails, which 
encyst at the end of a few days in their cocoon. But the 
eggs of the Uncinaria duodenalis measure 52 to 65 « long by 
32 to 43 broad, while those of Sclerostomum equinum are 92 
by 54, and those of Sc/. fetracanthum go to 100 m by 45 to 50; 
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further, the larve of the sclerostoma have a decidedly longer 
and thinner tail than those of the uncinariz. Of course, such 
differences can be appreciated by specialists only. On the 
other hand, it is not surprising that horses introduced into 
the great mine contract sclerostoma in it, just as workers 
contract ankylostoma in it; the conditions of development 
being the same for these two groups of worms, there is, 
without doubt, an environment favourable for their evolution, 
and therefore for the infection of men and animals. All 
these particulars explain the possibility of confusion. Now 
on the other hand, I think that the ankylostomum of man is 
scarcely adapted to living in the intestine of the horse, and 
here is my reason: All the actually known species of the 
genus Uncinarta (Frélich) are oligoxenous, none of them 
separating from a small group of “hosts,” which hardly 
exceeds the limits of one family or, at most, one order. And 
so the Uncinarta duodenalis has up to the present been seen 
only in man and the anthropomorphous monkeys, the 
UY. vulpis in the canide and felide, the U7. cernua in some 
cavicorns, etc. But further, the genus Uncrnaria may be 
very naturally split up into three sub-genera, to which one 
might, strictly speaking, accord the value of genera :— 
Ankylostomum Dubini, Dploodon Molin, and Monodontus 
Molin. Now, all the species of the section ankylostomum 
have for “hosts” carnivora, with the exception of the Unc. 
duodenalis. Those of the section Dzfloodon have been met 
with only in monkeys (Uxc. guadridentata) and edentata (Unc. 
mucronata). Finally, those of the section monodontus are all 
parasites of herbivora; ruminants (Uc. cernua) ; porcines (Unc. 
semictrcularts), and perhaps Proboscidians (Unc. Somgert). 
Therefore, the Uncinaria duodenalis, though harboured by 
man and the Anthropoids, strictly belongs to the parasitic 
forms of the carnivora, and is, on the other hand, quite 
separate from those which live upon the herbivora. It is, 
therefore, hardly probable that this species can develop and 
multiply in the horse. Further, it is well known that the few 
helminthes common to both man and horse belong to largely 
polyxenous types :—/usciola hepatica, Dicrocaclium lanceatum, 
Echinococcus polymorphus, Eustrongylus gigas, Trichina spiralis, 
Filarta medinensts(?) Filaria conjunctive(?). It must, how- 
ever, be said that Sonsino has recently notified the existence 
in the horse of an Ankylostomum tncertum, which presents the 
closest resemblance to, if not absolute identity with, that ot 
man. In fact, I have been able to make a summary examina- 
tion of a male sample of this worm, thanks to the kindness of 


340 The Veterinary Journal. 


M. Sonsino, and it seemed to me to be simply a case of the 
Uncinaria duodenalis ; but I must add that M. Sonsino, with 
the most entire good faith, declared to me that he could not 
guarantee the authenticity of the habitat mentioned; it is 
possible, he said, that this worm may come from man, and 
may have got mixed up with parasites of the horse. Finally, 
and until fuller particulars are given, there is no ground for 
considering the horse as capable of harbouring the ankylos- 
tomum of man and of playing any part whatsoever in its 
dissemination. I have only to add that it is likewise without 
sound foundation that an Ankylostomum bovis (Strése) has 
recently been discovered in Germany, the larve of which 
caused the formation of nodules in the intestinal mucous; 
if these larve really belong, as I said nearly 10 years ago, to 
a sclerostomian, it is really a question of a form which has 
long been known, the sophagostomum dilatatum (Raill). 


CYSTICERCUS TENNICOLLIS IN THE WALL OF 
A SHEEP’S HEART. 


ONE finds pretty often in the thickness of the cardiac muscle 
of mammifers the cysticerci, whose normal habitat is the con- 
nective tissue, such as the Cysticercus cellulose and the 
Cysticercus bovis. On the other hand, one would scarcely 
expect to find there those parasites which, like the Cystzcercus 
tenurcollis and the Cysticercus pistformts are habitually 
developed in the serous cavities. However, the Cystzcercus 
tenuicollis strays pretty often into the muscles, particularly 
in the sheep and in the goat, and it is, therefore, not to be 
wondered at if we eventually find it in the wall of the heart. 
Up till now Bremser appears to be the only one who has 
reported facts of this order. In his “ Zoological and Physio- 
logical Treatise on the Intestinal Worms of Man,” he writes :— 
“ | have twice discovered Cys¢icerct tenuicolles in the heart of 
two oxen, and I have preserved a piece of one of these hearts, 
on which may be seen the capsule in which one of these 
worms has dwelt.” This rarity of proofs invites us to mention 
a case of the same kind which we noted in the course of 
January, 1898. 

On examination of a ram, fat and otherwise sound, slaugh- 
tered at the Troyes abattoir, to be used as human food, 
attention was directed to the heart by a small whitish spot 
which existed on the surface of one of the ventricles, and 
stood out clearly from the general tint of the organ. An 
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incision made at this level showed that we had to do witha 
vesicle of the size of a hemp-seed, situated in the thickness 
of the myocardium, and just projecting beneath the pericar- 
dium by a somewhat limited portion of its external face. 
This vesicle gave out a limpid fluid, and brought to light a 
white spot, which was detached for microscopical examina- 
tion. The appearance of the whole thing led one to think 
that it was a case of a cysticercus of measles; but micro- 
scopic examination showed that this opinion was erroneous. 
The hooks were 28 in number; the large ones measuring 165 
to 169u in length, 80 to 82u from the top of the hilt to the 
point of the blade, and 104 from the top of the hilt to the 
extremity of the handle; the hilt projects 28 to 304. The 
small hooks measure 115 to 1224 in total length, 60 to 64u 
from the extremity of the hilt to the point of the blade, 72 to 
94u from the end of the hilt to the end of the handle, and the 
hilt projects 22u. These figures, looked at uncritically, might 
for the most part fit in with the cysticercus of measles; but 
a minute comparison of the hooks with those of the cysécer- 
cus cellulose and tenuzcollis shows that the external form fits 
in exactly with this latter species; the pronounced projection 
of the hilt is especially characteristic. We therefore refer, 
without hesitation, the cysticercus of the ram to the cystcercus 
tenuicollis (Rud). It is none the less interesting to note the 
tendency to reduction, as regards number and dimensions, 
of the hooks of the cysticercus when it is developed in the 
muscles or in the parenchymata. It is a fact which we had 
already proved in the goat, and which also coincides with the 
observations of Cobbold and J. Chatin. 


A NEW PARASITIC DISEASE OF CATTLE IN 
COCHIN CHINA—AMPHISTOMOSIS HEPATICA. 


IN 1847, Creplin described under the name of Amphistomum 
explanatum, a new species of trematode, of which Professor 
Gurlt, of the veterinary school at Berlin, had met a few years 
before four single specimens in the hepatic canal and the 
biliary vesicle of a zebu. He assigned to this species the 
following distinctive characteristics :—Body, light brown ; 
ovoido-lanceolate, more or less incurvate, very thin in the 
anterior extremity, broad and rounded behind, depressed ; 
87 mm. to 10°35 mm. long, and 3°8 mm. to 4°35 mm. broad ; 
terminal mouth small, surrounded by a thickened border; 
vent (posterior) at the posterior extremity of the ventral face 
and slightly directed backwards, large and deep, with an 
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opening in the form of a short ellipse, elongated in the direc- 
tion of the body or slightly narrowed behind (opening 2°4 mm. 
to 2°77 mm. long, by 1°36 mm. to 1°90 mm. broad), and an 
edging more or less broad and depressed (exf/anatus), especi- 
ally behind, narrower in front where it often shows itself 
convex ; genital pore elongated in the transverse direction, 

and situated 1°36 mm. from the mouth. Since this period no | 
one seems to have seen the Amphistomum hepaticum again, 
until a few months ago M. Gomy, veterinary surgeon at 
Saigon, discovered numerous specimens of it on a buffalo 
slaughtered at the local abattoir of Govap. Shortly after he 
met with some in an ox, and, his attention being attracted in 
this direction, he arrived at the fact that the presence of the 
amphistoma in the liver is extremely frequent in all the 
cattle slaughtered at Saigon, and especially in the surround- 
ing districts (oxen of Cambodia, Indian buffaloes, and some- 
times zebus). 

Examination of these worms has led us to make the follow- 
ing characteristics :—Body whitish, ovid, almost conical, more 
or less incurvate or almost bent double, with a ventral con- 
cavity, reaching its maximum of breadth in front the posterior 
sucker very narrow in front, where it almost terminates in a 
point; broad and rounded behind; length, 10 to 13 milli- 
métres ; breadth, 4 to 5 millimétres; anterior terminal vent 
urceolated ; ‘go mm. to 1 millimétre long, by *80 mm. to 
go mm. broad at the suborbicular aperture ; posterior sucker 
relatively large and deep, four millimétres broad, occupying 
all the breadth of the terminal region, which it cuts obliquely 
underneath ; with a broad edge bordering an aperture in the 
form of a short ellipse, with a large longitudinal axis, with 
its posterior pole in the form of a blunted wedge; genital 
pore elliptic trasverse, 1°55 mm. to 1°8 mm. distant from the 
anterior extremity ; eggs ovid, operculated at the narrower 
pole, and presenting a local thickening of the shell towards 
the broader pole; 110 to 120 w long by 66 to 72 w broad. As 
to the internal organs, of which we have up to the present 
made only a summary examination, they seem to us to be 
built up on the same plan as in the Amphtstomum conicum. 
From the anterior sucker runs a short cesophagus, which splits 
up into two sinuous branches terminating towards the anterior 
edge of the posterior sucker. There exist about the middle of 
the body two large teat-like testicles situated one in front of 
the other. The germigen is placed a little behind, on a level 
with the extremity of the intestinal ceca. The vitellogens 
torm on the sides of the body two highly-developed bunches, 
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starting a little behind the anterior sucker, and spreading as 
far as the posterior sucker, and their transverse vitelloducts 
situated behind give birth to a well-marked vitellosac. 
Finally, the uterus forms throughout the median zone thick 
sinuosities filled with eggs. As to the excretive apparatus, 
it presents a very complex superficial network. Except in a 
few details, it is easy to see that the external characteristics 
of this worm correspond very nearly with the description of 
the Amphistomum explanatum of Creplin, and we do not 
hesitate to identify it as belonging to this species. The 
parasites are met with in varying numbers in the vesicle, and 
especially in the biliary, canals, from one or two up to several 
hundreds. They are rarely found floating at liberty in the 
bile; they are almost always attached to the mucous by their 
great posterior sucker, and may sometimes be seen with the 
body drawn back, only 6 to 7 millimétres long, sometimes 
with the anterior portion endowed with more or less lively 
movements, stretching itself out or twisting about in all 
directions. They are sometimes isolated, but are mostly in 
groups, in such a way as to form at certain points either a 
bristly collar, partial or complete, leaving a channel more or 
less narrow for the passage of the bile, or veritable tufts 
covering the walls of the canals in great stretches. Their 
mode of fixation is quite similar to that of the Amphistomum 
contcum: the posterior sucker caps a small reddish tubercle, 
evidently produced by suction, so that difficulty is experienced 
in detaching it. Around these nodules may be noticed in 
certain cases a little diffused redness. Besides this there are 
ordinarily discovered on the wall of the canals little greenish 
red, or bright red ecchymoses, the latter, which are more 
recent, emitting an almost imperceptible thread of blood 
which striates the bile. It seems evident that these ecchy- 
moses correspond to points of suction, old or recent, of the 
small anterior sucker. Finally, when the parasites are some- 
what plentiful, the biliary canals are slightly dilated, their 
walls are thickened, and the hepatic parenchyma itself seems 
attacked over the whole expanse of the organ ; the latter is 
uniformly discoloured, of a pale, yellowish-white tinge, and 
its canals appear like thick cords crammed with amphistoma. 
It should be added that the liver fluke (/asczola hepatica var 
angusta) occur also, for it is very widespread in Cochin China, 
as well as in Cambodia, Laos, Siam, Annam, and Tonkin; 
but it generally attacks only the two lower thirds of the liver, 
whilst the amphistomum seems to prefer the upper mass of 
the organ. 
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We have said above that amphistomosis is especially 
observed in suburban abattoirs. The reason is that even 
at Saigon, oxen which are relatively fat are in demand, and 
that a journey on foot suffices for elimination of the exhausted 
animal. In the country, on the contrary, the majority of the 
oxen slaughtered are very lean, and very old, the native 
utilising his animals to the very end, and never thinking of 
fattening them. The mode of infection is not yet known to 
us, but it may be inferred, from the excellent researches of 
Looss on the allied forms, that the intermediary of this 
amphistomum is a pulmonary gastropod living in the rice- 
swamps. 


ANOMALIES OF THE SCOLICES IN THE 
CGENURUS SERIALIS. 


THE anomalies ascertained up to the present in the scolex 
of the tanide may be put under three principal heads :— 
I, Augmentation of the number of hooks, which are some- 
times placed in three rows (Cys¢zcercus aconthotrias, Weinland) ; 
Il. Disappearance of the hooks, eventually replaced by 
papilla (Condorelli: francavigia) ; III. Variations in the num- 
ber of suckers. A portion of those which we have to mention 
here belong to the last group; the others do not come into 
this category. In what concerns the numerical variations of 
the suckers, the observations of helmunthologists have been 
especially directed to adult teniade: Tenia solium, T. 
saginata, T. crasstcollis, T. cenurus, T. echinococcus, Anoplo- 
cephala perfoliata, Dipyiidium caninum. All have to do with 
worms whose head was furnished with six suckers, and this 
remarkable peculiarity has been noticed, that such cestoids 
have invariably a triquetric chain (Zenza lophosoma, Cobbold). 
In the cystics, the variations in the number of suckers have 
only seldom been noted. However, Krause mentioned in 1863 
a Cysticercus cellulose with six suckers found in the brain of an 
idiot, and quite recently (1898) Klepp met with a similar one in 
the cervical muscles of a pig. On my part, I described a Cystt- 
cercus pistformis with six suckers (1892). On the other hand, 
Lewin (1875) described a leprous cysticercus whose nostrum 
was replaced by a depression which he described, wrongly 
without doubt, as a fifth sucker. Finally, Cobbold (1869) saw in 
the heart of a calf on which he was experimenting some 
Cysttcerct bovts very incompletely developed, of which not one 
possessed the normal number of suckers; the greater part 
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showed none, and only three had one, two, or three. But 
there is a parasite—common enough in the serous cavities of 
our hares and of our rabbits—in which this kind of anomaly 
is extremely frequent. I mean the Cenurus serzalis, P. 
Gervais. For some time past I have been able to examine, 
with the devoted assistance of a student of my laboratory, M. 
Henry, three specimens of this cystic, and in all three I have 
met with abnormal scolices. We have here to deal with 
much more complex modifications than those formerly men- 
tioned. In order to show the right proportions, I will describe 
only one ccenurus of middling size, found in the thigh of a 
warren-rabbit bought in the market. This cystic bore 2406 
scolices, of which 217 were normal, that is to say, provided 
with a single rostrum and four suckers. Unfortunately, its 
state of preservation left something to be desired, so that 
very few of the heads had preserved all their hooks. I will 
classify its principal anomalies, of which the proportion is, as 
one may see, 12 per cent., under four groups :— 

I. Diminution of the number of suckers.— Two scolices 
possessed each two normal, and a third, smaller suckers. 

Il. Simple augmentation.—Two scolices with five suckers. 
One with six suckers, of which two were coalescent. Fifteen 
with six suckers, all well separated. One with eight suckers. 
One with eight suckers, and a very stnall one wedged between 
two others. 

Ill. Presence of a double rostrum.—iIn a scolex provided 
with four suckers, there existed two rostra very close 
together, separated by a simple sinus; in another, the two 
rostra were separated by a projecting sucker. In a scolex 
with nine well-developed suckers, the two rostra were 
separated by a pretty broad sinus; in another, they were 
equally distant. Finally, a scolex with 10 suckers, forming 
a very regular circle, bore three rostra very close together. 
In the two other coenuri studied the anomalies were of the 
same order, but we were unable to determine the proportions. 
On the heads, whose hooks were well preserved or well 
spread out, we were able to notice further that the two 
corollz did not always show an equal number of hooks. 

It may be seen that we have had to deal with a series of 
very curious anomalies, which were, besides, quite novelties, 
for evidently they cannot be classed with the simple arrest of 
development observed by Cobbold, or with the absence of 
rostrum described by Lewin. But these observations have 
another significance. 

Davoine, having observed in some eggs of a feniad of 
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the fowl an oncosphera provided with a dozen hooks (instead 
of six), considered this peculiarity a double monstrosity, and 
supposed that an embryo of this kind, in developing, ought to 
produce a scolex with six to eight suckers, with a prismatic 
strobile. Now, Leuckart had already opposed to this point of 
view the fact that, in a dog, to which he had administered a 
cerebral coenurus, he had found a single tribedral feenia with 
six suckers among numerous normal specimens. The facts 
which we have stated are still more significant, and the 
opinion of Davoine is no longer admissible; the origin of the 
numerical anomalies of the suckers ought not to be sought for 
in the embryo. A second question arises. If the rule appears 
well established that a larva of a teniad with six suckers 
ought to produce a worm with a triquetric chain, to what 
malformations would scolices, with 3, 5, 8, 9, 10 suckers 
give rise, and especially those with a double rostrum? 
The reply can, no doubt, only be furnished by experi- 
ment, although there is still presented, in this respect. a 
serious difficulty. To judge from the morphology of the 
scolex, it would be necessary, in fact, to make it undergo 
manipulations which seriously threaten its vitality. I there- 
fore think that one ought to limit oneself to examining a por- 
tion of the heads, and also to examine the remainder, if ex- 
amination has revealed an important proportion of anomalies. 
It is on this foundation that I intend to experiment at the 
first opportunity. 


€nitorial. 
THE NEW REGULATIONS. 


AS our readers will see from the report of the council-meeting, 
Mr. Cope made reference to our editorial for April, saying 
that it was written under a misapprehension. He stated that 
no regulations had been issued, but only a draft, or model, ot 
regulations for the guidance of county councils. We accept 
the explanation so far as it goes, but we are still far from 
being satisfied. As we understand the case, county councils 
possess certain powers, as, for instance, to frame dairy regu- 
lations ; that they, being as regards the present matter, in a 
dilemma, applied to the Local Government Board for guid- 
ance ; that the Local Government Board, in response to the 
appeal, issued a set of model regulations for adoption by 
county councils, in the present or in an amended form, and 
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that no mention is made of the veterinary surgeon in these 
model regulations, except by vague implication. We under- 
stand, further, that when county councils shall have framed 
their regulations—which they are likely te do on the model 
sent out by the Local Government Board, be it remembered— 
they must submit these to the Board before they become 
valid. But is it at all likely that the councils will add to the 
Board’s restrictions? Is it not much more likely that they 
will diminish their number? Is it to be expected, on the 
other hand, that the Board, on receiving an acceptance of 
their model, will admit that an important omission has 
been made and return the regulations for re-consideration ? 
We say no more at present, as the matter is still sub judtce, 
but we earnestly commend these points to our readers. It 
is wo to lock the door of the stable when the horse is 
stolen, 


Proceedings of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and Veterinary Mledical Societies, ete. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


A QUARTERLY meeting of the council was held at the College on Friday, 
April 14th, 1899, Mr. A. W. Mason, president, in the chair. 

The following members were present :—General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, 
Vet.-Col. Lambert, C.B., Vet.-Col. Duck, C.B., Professors Dewar, McIntosh, 
McCall, Penberthy, Owen Williams; Messrs. Barrett, Bower, Cope, Elphick, 
Fraser, Hartley, Lawson, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, Wartnaby, Wragg, 
Thatcher (solicitor), and A. W. Hill (secretary). 

Messrs. Abson, Carter, and Mulvey, and Principal Williams, wrote regretting 
their inability to be present. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting and special meeting were taken 
as read and were confirmed. 


Correspondence, 


The following letter was read from Mr. James Wheatley (hon. secretary, 
Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of Health, North-Western District):— 
“Dear Sir, I enclose the resolution which was passed at the last meeting of 
the North-Western Branch of the Incorporated Society of Medical Officers 
of Health.—Yours faithfully, James Wheatley.” 


That it having come to the knowledge of the North-Western Branch of the 
Society of Medical Officers that dairy-farmers had been advised to inoculate their 
stock with tuberculin privily, for the purpose of making abortive any subsequent test, 
recommend that tuberculin: be supplied to veterinary surgeons only. That a copy of 
this resolution be sent to the Jenner Institution, the Royal College of Veterinary 
a and the Council of the Incorporation Society of Medical Officers of 
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The PRESIDENT said the matter was important, and invited discussion upon 
it. It was a question of the tuberculin test not being applied generally by 
anybody, but being principally used by veterinary surgeons professionally. 

r. TRIGGER thought that, although they must entirely sympathise with 
the object of this letter, they could not legislate as to whether wholesale 
chemists and others should or should not sell tuberculin. That must be 
a question of Government legislation, but they might very well send a 
resolution from the council expressing an opinion that the wholesale sale 
of tuberculin to irresponsible persons is likely to defeat the proper appli- 
cation of the tuberculin test. They had no power to legislate on the matter 
at all. 

Mr. WraGG suggested that mallein should be included ; he knew mallein 
was used by irresponsible persons. 

Mr. VILLar said he had noticed by the report of the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Institution that that body had presented a memorial to some Government 
office—he did not know which—asking that restrictions should be placed on 
the sale of tuberculin, and that all sales of tuberculin should be registered. 
It would be a very good thing if they could get it in the same way as the 
Sales of Poisons Act. 

Mr. BaRRETT concurred with the remarks of Mr. Trigger and Mr. Villar, 
but thought it would be premature for them at present to consider the sole 
use of tuberculin by veterinary surgeons. To be able to do that they would 
have to seek parliamentary powers. The subject was of some importance, 
therefore, with the permission of the chairman and the council, he would move 
the following resolution :— 


The council desire to thank the hon. secretary of the Incorporated Society ot 
Medical Officers of Health, North-Western District, for his courteous letter, with the 
accompanying resolution, of which they entireiy approve. The council are of opinion 
that veterinary surgeons only should be permitted to use tuberculin. 


They might pass that. It would probably have no great effect, but it would 
open the eyes of those gentlemen and show them that they were alive to the 
interests not only of the dairy farmer, but of their own profession. More 
could not be done, as parliamentary powers would have to be sought and 
obtained before anything furtler could be achieved from a legal point of view. 

Mr. FRASER had very great pleasure in seconding the rosolution, and sug- 
gested, with Mr. Barrett's consent, that a copy be sent to Mr. Walter Long, 
of the Board of Agriculture, and to Mr. Chaplin, the president of the Local 
Government Board. 

Professor McCALt said the medical officers of health were supposed to be 
allowed to use it, and they asked for the support of the veterinary profession. 

Veterinary-Colonel LAMBERT asked whether they were not going rather too 
far. The resolution of Mr. Barrett said that only veterinary surgeons should use 
tuberculin. It was obvious from the letter that the medical officers of health 
wanted to use it, too. What was to prevent them? He did not think the 
Government would do anything to prevent their using it, and he questioned 
whether they would prevent any stock-owner employing it on his own stock. 
He thought it premature to return such an answer all at once. 

The PRESIDENT said his opinion was that veterinary surgeons were, or 
should be, the only legalised persons to apply that particular test. Excluding 
the medical officer of health, it was purely a veterinary question, and he did 
not know what powers they could obtain, but there was no harm in trying to 
obtain them. 

Mr. FRASER asked whether Colonel Lambert suggested that a medical 
officer 4 health should apply the tuberculin test to the lower animals or to 
mankin 
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Colonel LAMBERT said they could apply it now. The question was whether 
they would not raise more opposition on their part—whether it was not pre- 
mature to spring it all at once. There was no proper legislation about tuber- 
culin yet. 

Prien W. O. WILt1aMs said that as he read the letter it was a desire 
of the medical officers of health that they should not use it, and that the 
veterinary surgeons should use it. 

The PRESIDENT: It says, ‘That tuberculin be supplied to veterinary 
surgeons only.” 

Mr. ELpHick thought that was the feeling of the medical officers in the 
whole United Kingdom, that only veterinary surgeons should use it. 

The PRESIDENT said they in the north of England were of the opinion that 
they were the sole and proper persons to whom this operation should be. 
entrusted. 

Professor W. O. WILLIAMs supported Mr. Barrett's proposition with much 
pleasure. In the north an agitation was in progress at present to confine the 
sale of tuberculin, if possible, to the Board of Agriculture. He had been in 
correspondence with some people, and he thought this the only country in 
which tuberculin could be sold freely. In France tuberculin was specially 
prepared and only supplied by the Government to Government officials, and 
the same held good in most other countries, and ought to apply here, because 
there was great doubt as to the uses to which tuberculin was put. 

Professor PENBERTHY was accustomed to have many thousand doses of 
tuberculin from France to use in this country, and had had it handed to him 
by a private individual in France, who got it independently of any official 
capacity. It came from Professor Nocard himself. 

Professor W. O. WILLIAMs said he had not Professor Nocard’s letter with 
him, but that gentleman wrote him within the last fortnight and stated that 
tuberculin was only distributed by the Government to its own officials in 
France. 

Professor PENBERTHY said they all knew that the Pasteur Institute distri- 
buted tuberculin wherever it wasrequired. He fully agreed with the principle 
involed, viz., that tuberculin should not be generally used by everybody, so 
that they should have some trace of it; but he scarcely saw how it was to be 
done unless by Act of Parliament. It could not be brought about except an 
Act of Parliament prevented its sale to any but veterinary surgeons, and he 
felt that that could not be done. 

Mr. FRASER asked, as the seconder of Mr. Barrett’s resolution, to be 
allowed to suggest the addition of the words, “in the lower animals.” 

Mr. BARRETT said he would accept that. 

Mr. TRIGGER suggested with great respect to Mr. Barrett, that the resolu- 
tion should run “That the sale of tuberculin to irresponsible persons is 
calculated to defeat the reliability of a test, and that it should be supplied to 
veterinary surgeons only for use on the lower animals.” "le thought they ~ 
might send the resolution to Mr. Long, and to anybody else they thought fit. 

Mr. BARRETT did not think it mattered. He would withdraw his motion 
in favour of Mr. Trigger’s. 

Mr. Wracc said that, just to open the discussion, he would second Mr. 
Trigger’s resolution. 

Professor DEWAR said the resolution presumed the manufacture and 
possession of tuberculin by some reliable person, as it were, whereas any 

veterinary surgeon could manufacture it for himself. 

The PRESIDENT said they wanted to get it registered, if possible. He 
thought it should come from some recognised body like themselves. They 
were the proper people to expose what they believed and knew was going on 
at the present moment. 
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Mr. VILLAR said that to his mind the greatest objection to accepting the 
motion of Mr. Trigger was that it appeared to put veterinary surgeons in the 
position of presuming that it was possible, by the use of tuberculin, to defeat 
the ends of the tuberculin test. He would like to hear whether any veterinary 
surgeon was prepared to assert that the frequent introduction of tuberculin 
did stop an animal reacting. They had heard it, but he had never had any 
absolute experience of it. 

Mr. TRIGGER did not think his resolution suggested that at all. 

Mr. Cope apprehended that the intention was to limit the purchase ot 
tuberculin to tuberculin prepared at some recognised establishment. What 
was there to prevent any individual in this country, if he liked, getting his 
material from where he wished on the continent of Europe? It could come 
by post at any moment if the money were sent for it, and that could not be 
controlled. 

Colonel LAMBERT thought the difficulty in the way was, as Mr. Cope 
suggested, that there was no obstacle to anyone getting tuberculin from the 
continent. Enormous quantities came over from the Pasteur Institute, and 
there was nothing to prevent it. Was the resolution to be confined to 
tuberculin made in this country ? 

Mr. BarrRETT said that was why he drafted the resolution in that particular 
form. He saw the difficulty Mr. Cope had pointed out. They would have 
large quantities imported from the continent, and it seemed to him unwise to 
adopt any resolution which attempted something which was really impossible ; 
not only impossible as far as they were concerned, but as far as the 
legislature itself was concerned. 

Mr. Cope did not think any private individual should be prevented from 
using it if he liked. 

Mr. BarrRETT said there was that difficulty. 

The PRESIDENT said that was their point at the present moment—to try to 
get it. That was the foundation stone, if they could lay it, that the profession 
should be the only one to apply tuberculin. 

Mr. Lawson supposed the president's argument was that it did not matter 
where it was made or where it came from, or who sold it—the only question 
was their applying it. 

The PRESIDENT : Yes. 

Mr. Lawson: We want to control it. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes; and then I think we should be the persons who 
should have the pure tuberculin. I will put Mr. Trigger’s amendment first. 

Mr. TRIGGER said he did not want to make it an amendment. 

Mr. BARRETT said he would, with the consent of his seconder, withdraw his 
resolution. 

Mr. FRASER said he did not consent to it.] 

Mr. BARRETT said he was advised not to withdraw it, and it had better 
stand. 

Professor W. O. WiLLIAMs thought it almost unnecessary to go further in 
the matter, because to his mind the injection of any material into an animal 
by an unlicensed person would cause that person to be liable to prosecution 
under the Vivisection Act. He did not think anybody could inject substances 
without a license or without being a professional person. 

Mr. Cope said that at the present moment they at the Board of Agriculture 
were in communication with the Home Office on that very point, as to whether 
it was necessary for any person to have a license in order to test animals with 
tuberculin or mallein. There was no doubt it produced pain, particularly 
mallein, and under the Act as it now stood, no person could perform an experi- 
ment and inflict pain unless he held a licence from the Home Office. He 
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hoped before they met again to be able to give some definite reply to Pro- 
fessor Williams. 

Mr. TRIGGER said he would withdraw his resolution, and take that moved 
by Mr. Barrett. 

The PRESIDENT: Then I will put it. 

Mr, Barrett’s resolution was then put, as follows :— 


The council desire to thank the Honorary Secretary of the Incorporated Societ 
of Medical Officers of Health, North-Western District, for his courteous letter, wit 
the accompanying resolution, of which it entirely approves. The council are of 
—e a surgeons only should be permitted to use tuberculin in the 
ower animals, 


The resolution was carried. 

On the motion of Mr. FRASER, seconded by Mr. WARTNABY, it was agreed 
that copies of the resolution should be sent to the President of the Local 
Government Board and the President of the Board of Agriculture. 


Steel Memorial. 


The PRESIDENT mentioned that Dr. Fleming and Professor Williams had 
written thanking the council for the honour conferred upon them in connection 
with the Steel Memorial Medal. 


Presentations to Library. 


The SECRETARY announced presentations to the library by the editors of 
various veterinary papers, and the receipt of calendars from several of the 
colleges; and on the motion of Mr. WrRacc, seconded by Mr. TRIGGER, a 
vote of thanks was accorded to the donors. 


Finance Committee. 


Mr. TRIGGER read the report of the Finance Committee, which recommended 
that cheques should be drawn to satisfy the liabilities at present existing. He 
moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was carried. 


Registration Committee. 


Mr. J. F. Simpson, the chairman of the committee, read the report of the 
Registration Committee, which stated that two meetings had been held, and a 
number of cases had been dealt, mostly for advertising. The committee 
reported having considered a letter from the Privy Council in reference to Mr. 
Wynd’s appeal in his application to be registered under section 13 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act (Colonial Practitioners) submitted a form of letter to 
be sent in answer. The following is the letter :— 


Sir, Colonial Practitioners. Re Alexander Wynd's application. L. No. 82,144. The 
council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons instruct me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 23rd January last, enclosing a letter from Mr. T. D. W. 
Thomson, Mr. Wynd’s agent, in support of that gentleman's appeal against the refusal of 
the college to register him as a colonial practitioner. I am instructed by the council to 
state that they have given their Lordship’s letter and the documents therein enclosed most 
careful consideration, and can see no reason to alter the decision they had already arrived 
at, namely, that the application could not be entertained. They are of opinion that their 
reasons are sufficiently set out in their communication of the 4th October last to Mr. 
Wynd. If any additional reason is needed, they would respectfully point out that even on 
the applicant's own showing the standards of efficiency of the Royal College of Veterinary 
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Surgeons and of the Ontario Veterinary College are very distinct, and the latter falls far 
short of the requirements of the former. I would also venture to point out that the 
examinations at the Ontario Veterinary College appear, according to the paragraph on 
page 4 of Mr. Thomson's letter, to be conducted by independent examiners who take part 
with the principals and professors in examining the students; this is especially prohibited in 
the case of students of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and the charter of 1844, 
page 25 of the register, especially prohibits professors from: acting as examiners. -I am 
also desired to point out that the position of colonial practitioners, when registered by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, makes them iso facto members of the college, 
and gives them a far superior position to registered practitioners under section 15, which 
would apply to persons.not necessarily having such qualifications as existed in the case of 
members. The council desire me to say that they are of opinion that if this application 
were admitted, it would open the door to a large number of persons not possessing the 
necessary veterinary skill and efficiency required of persons practising in the United 
Kingdom. I beg to enclose herewith a copy of the reasons supplied to Mr. Wynd onthe 
4th October last; as being the reasons of the council for refusing his application, and also 
beg to return herewith Mr. Thomson's letter, which was enclosed in your letter of the 23rd 
January last. I also enclose a copy of the register containing the charter above referred: 
to. The clerk of the council. Privy Council Office. 


The committee also reported that a person named Nichols had been prose- 
cuted for using the words “ Oddy’s Veterinary Establishment,” and was 
convicted and ‘fined seven guineas costs The committee recommended 
two prosecutions. They also recommended that the following names 
should be restored to the register—Messrs. Bartram, Neville, Bruce, 
South, Archer, and Porter. The committee had had before them 
on two occasions an investigation into the conduct of Mr. F. W. 
Pinkett, of Worcester. The charge against Mr. Pinkett was that he being 
concerned for the purchaser of certain horses, and receiving a fee for so doing, 
had a secret understanding with the vendor of the horses, that in the event of 
the sale taking place, he was to receive some commission or remuneration ° 
from him. Mr. Pinkett on the second occasion was represented by: Mr. 
Dobbs, a solicitor of Worcester. The evidence consisted of a verified tran- 
script of the shorthand-writer’s notes of Mr. Pinkett’s evidence as a witness 
in the case of Shipway v. Brdadwood, at Worcester Assizes. The defence 
was a denial of the charge. Having fully considered such evidence, and also 
having heard Mr. Dobbs’ and Mr. Pinkett’s own explanation, the committee 
were of opinion that Mr. Pinkett acted with very great indiscretion in appar- 
entiy acquiescing in the promise of a commission or gift from the vendor,.and 
considered that he should be severely censured by the council. The com- 
mittee also reported that the sub-committee appointed to consider the question 
of the veterinary diplomas of the Highland Agricultural Society of Scotland, 
submitted a case and opinion of the standing counsel, which confirmed the 
opinion of the legal advisers of the Highland Society and of the College that 
neither body had any power over persons holding the veterinary diploma of : 
the society, and the sub-committee reported that they had instructed the solicitor 
to prepare a statement to be submitted to the members of the joint sub- 
committees prior to the proposed meeting of such joint sub-committees. 

Mr. Simpson moved the adoption of the report. ‘ es 01 

Mr. TRIGGER seconded the motion. ; 

Mi. Fraser: I rise to propose an amendment: “ That the report be not _ 
adopted, and the name of Mr. Pinkett be removed from the register of the 
college.” I do not know that I need detain the council long. Unhappily the 
facts of the case are probably known to every member of the council. 
Pinkett was employed by a client called Broadwood to purchase for him a 
pair of horses. Having found a pair that he thought was suitable, they were 
submitted to Mr. Broadwood, who consented to buy them and give £200 for 
them, on condition that they were passed by Mr. Pinkett. would 
like, Mr. President, that every member of the council would take particular . 
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note: of the condition on which the horses were bought. Mr. Broadwood 
did not say he would give £200 for those horses if they were seen or 
passed by a veterinary surgeon ; he said he would give £200 if they were 
passed by Pinkett. Then Mr, Pinkett examined the horses, which were the 
property of a horse-dealer called Shipway. During the examination of these 
horses Shipway offered Pinkett, to use his own expression, ‘ something,” or 
a gift, acommission, or call it what you please. The horses were passed by 
him, and the next day or the day after, they were both lame, and Broadwood 
was naturally dissatisfied, and employed another veterinary surgeon to have 
them examined, who pronounced them unsound. Now, Mr. President, it is 
not a matter of much consequence whether the horses were unsound or not. 
Iconfess if they were unsound the offence is very much aggravated, but 
whether they were sound or not is immaterial. The point we have to con- 
sider is the agreement on the part of Pinkett to accept a gift or commission. 
The horses were returned by Mr. Broadwood to Shipway, and he immediately 
sent word to his banker to dishonour his cheque. Upon that, Shipway sued 
Broadwood for the sum of £200, and the case was tried at the Worcester 
assizes. In the course of the trial it came out in evidence distinctly that 
Shipway offered Pinkett a gift, or commission, or “ something,” as he calls it, 
—call it what you please—if the horses were sold. Now, Pinkett does not deny 
that. I will say it in his favour, that he positively defends his action in the 
matter. He says he not only agreed to accept something, but positively tried 
to justify himself in the acceptance. Some severe things were said of the 
veterinary profession, both by the judge, Mr. Justice Day, and the able 
counsel who defended Broadwood. Shipway won the day, but that cannot 
be quoted as an instance in support of Pinkett’s conduct, because the condi- 
tions upon which the horses were bought were fulfilled. Broadwood naturally 
appealed, and the Court of Appeal very quickly settled the case and granted 
the appeal in favour of Broadwood. I do not wish to trouble you with what 
the judges at the Court of Appeal said; I am quoting from a report in the 
Times of what Lord Justice Chitty and Lord Justice Collins said about 
Pinkett. Lord Justice Chitty says this: ‘‘In my opinion there was ground 
for saying on the evidence that the payment had been actually made by 
Shipway to Pinkett.” Lord Justice Collins says: ‘‘The reference I would 
have drawn, as a juryman, was this: the offer was made and accepted. And 
I would go further, and am inclined to think that the money had been actually 
received by Pinkett.” Upon that they granted the appeal, and Broadwood 
won his case. The press of the country, unfortunately for us, took consider- 
able notice of the case, and we are all agreed upon this, that we are very 
seriously damaged by the conduct of this member of our profession. Speak- 
ing of myself personally, I was particularly agrieved by the attitude which 
the Fie/d took in this matter, because the Fie/d has been not only sympa- 
thetic-to us as a profession, but appreciative of our conduct:and the services 
we render in our profession. The case caine before the Registration Com- 
mittee twice, and, Mr. President and Gentlemen, I wish to notice that 
the Registration Committee is quite unanimous in its opinion that Pinkett is 
guilty of the offence that is brought against him. There is no doubt 
about that. The only difference of opinion was the punishment that ought to 
be administered to one who was guilty of the offence, and I differ from some 
other members of the Registration Committee from the finding of the 
committee in that respect. In my judgment, I do not believe that any offence 
of.a graver kind could be committed by a veterinary surgeon as such. Ifa 
veterinary surgeon accepts a gift from both sides—from the purchaser and 
the vendor—he places himself, as one of the judges remarked, in a very 
difficult position. He allows his interest to clash with his duty, and no man 
of any sense or any professional honour could place himself in that position. 
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What are we to do to-day ? There are only two courses open to us: first, 
we may slur over this offence, which is practically what the Registration 
Committee ask you to do, by administering a rebuke to Mr. Pinkett for what 
he has done. It will then go to the world that we not only admit this man 
has done wrong, but to a large extent condone his offence. The only thing 
we can do, as honourable men, in defence of our own profession, is to remove 
this man’s name from the register. It was said yesterday, and at the previous 
meeting, that we would ruin this man if we take the course which I advise 
you to take now. Gentlemen, we cannot ruin that man. He is ruined 
already. He has ruined himself. He was ruined before he came before us, 
We can defend other men in the profession who are living an honourable 
and upright life, and we ought not to allow him to inflict this injury upon us 
without taking a vigorous step to protect ourselves and those who are in the 
profession. It will be a great shame and a great injustice to other members 
of the profession practising in the country if we condone this offence, as 
suggested by the Registration Committee. For these reasons I invite you to 
remove his name, according to my amendment, from the register of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Professor PENBERTHY : It is with a great deal ot feeling that I rise to second 
the motion of Mr. Fraser. I do this with the greater diffidence because I 
was not able to be present at the Registration Committee, and consequently 
I am not in possession of all the facts. But in seconding the resolution I 
depend, as it has not been challenged, on the statement of Mr. Fraser, that 
the Registration Committee were unanimous in their opinion that this gentle- 
man had virtually done all that had been brought up against him in the 
complaint. I say, gentlemen, if you are going to punish a member of the 
profession for inserting advertisements in opposition to your wish, if you are 
going to mete out that speedy punishment to him, how are you going to fall 
short in such a case as this, which makes us all feel ashamed ? There is no 
veterinary surgeon of any morality at all whose ears did not tingle, and who 
did not wish he was not called a veterinary surgeon, when he read in the 
Times the words of Lord Justice Chitty and Lord Justice Collins, and also 
the previous judge, Mr. Justice Day, who tried the case originally. Gentle- 
men, I do not think it needs any more from me. I am sorry to do anything, 
or be a party to anything, which would be against the report of the Registra- 
tion Committee, as I said before, more especially because I was not present 
yesterday to hear the arguments. The statement of Mr. Fraser is not 
challenged : that it was the opinion of the committee that this gentleman 
accepted a bribe—you cannot call it anything else; call it by its pro 
name—accepted a bribe to pass these horses, and did pass them, and after 
they were passed they were sent to a veterinary surgeon known to all of us, 
who declared these horses unsound within a few days. 

The PREsIDENT: I do not know, gentlemen, whether I might save time, 
but I am instructed by our solicitor that we had not sufficient evidence in 
this particular case at the present moment that this gentleman should be 
struck off the register. If you will call upon the solicitor, he will state his 
views why he gives that opinion to me. 

Mr. THATCHER (solicitor): Gentlemen, before a man can be struck off the 
rolls of this college, he must be guilty of conduct disgraceful in a professional 
respect, and section 8 says:—“ The council of the said Royal College shall, 
for the purpose of exercising in any case the power of removing a name from, 
or of restoring a name to, the register of veterinary surgeons, ascertain the 
facts of the case by a committee of the council, the powers of the committee 
being exercisable by not fewer than three members of the committee ; and 
the report of the committee, after hearing the person concerned, if he so 
desires, shall be for the purpose aforesaid conclusive as to the facts, but so 
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that the council shall form their own judgment on the case, independently 
of any opinion of the committee.” the only report from the Registration 
Committee, which is at present before this council, is that Mr. Pinkett 
acted with great indiscretion. There is no report that he accepted a bribe, or 
that a bribe was given to him. This amendment, Mr. President, if I may 
advise, is out of order; the only motion Mr. Fraser can move on the subject 
is to refer the matter back again to the Registration Committee for further 
report. To move an amendment without the materials necessary cannot be 
done. 

Mr. FRASER: It occurred to me that that was possible, and it would have 
been wiser for me to suggest that the report be referred back to the com- 
mittee ; but I should like first of all to hear what the council think about it, 
because it is no good giving unnecessary trouble if the council, or any large 
section of it, is not with me. 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot put that, because you hear what the solicitor 
says. 
Mr. FRASER : Will you allow me to modify my amendment ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, you can ask for it to be referred back. Then you 
will have the council either with you or against you. 

Mr. FRASER : I will do that. 

Professor W. O. WiLLiams: I was under the impression yesterday at the 
Registration Committee that the charge made by Mr. Thatcher was believed 
by that committee, and that it was the intention of that committee to refer to 
the council as to what punishment should be inflicted on Pinkett. We, asa 
committee, decided on the punishment, but I went away with the impression 
that we could not inflict any punishment, and it is for the council now, on 
our statement that we found the charge proven, to decide what the punish- 
ment is. 

Mr. EipHick: I, as a member of the Registration Committee, understood 
our solicitor to say that what we sent up as a report from the Registration 
Committee was only a suggestion to the council, and it was for the council to 
take action after they got our report. 

The PRESIDENT : I think, gentlemen, this business will be cleared up in a 
moment if you will allow Mr. Thatcher to give his reasons why we cannot 
do something at this moment. You can refer it back, but you had better 
hear the reason why we cannot do anything absolutely at the present 
moment. 

Mr. THATCHER: This was the resolution which was first put forward, but 
this was not considered desirable :—“ That he (Mr. Pinkett) being concerned 
for the purchaser of certain horses, and receiving a fee for so doing, hada 
secret understanding with the vendor of the horses, that in the event of a 
sale taking place he was to receive some commission or remuneration from 
him.” That is to say, that would have been the finding of fact that the 
committee reported. But the finding that they have is this: That Mr. Pinkett 
= something which was deserving of severe censure ; they have not found 
what. 

Professor McCAaLt : I may say that Mr. Pinkett denied before us yesterday 
that he received a bribe at all. 

Mr. BarRETT : I do not wish to delay this meeting more than a minute or two 
in reference to this most important case. I have no hesitation in saying that 
probably it is one of the most important cases we have had to consider for a very 
long time. We have had Mr. Pinkett before us on two occasions. On the first 
occasion he was unrepresented, but yesterday he appeared accompanied by a 
solicitor, who, Iam bound to say, conducted his case with very great skill. 
I wish to confess at once that Mr. Fraser has to-day made a very temperate 
speech, but he has all along, as we believe, taken a course which is an 
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unusually severe one, with regard to this gentleman. This gentleman does not 
admit that he was promised a bribe, and there is certainly no evidence to 
show that he has accepted one, and it was on that ground, and on that ground 
alone, that we resolved on the resolution yesterday. It is not sufficiently 
severe to warrant us, and indeed we have no power, by reason of the resolu- 
tion then passed, to strike him off the rolls. There is no doubt that the 
solicitor is perfectly correct with regard to section 8. We find as to the facts: 
We were the jury sitting there, and the resolution is not one of guilty, 
so far as Mr. Pinkett is concerned, but, nevertheless, we did consider that his 
offence was somewhat open to reprobation, but we did not. go so far as Mr. 
Fraser wishes. I say we came to this conclusion after very serious consid- 
eration : that we were not justified in striking him off the roils. There are 
one or two members of this council who are inclined to judge the failings of 
members with, what I consider, undue severity. We are vested with large 
powers, and we have to exercise those powers wisely and well. In my 
opinion we shall act with considerable severity if we attempt to take the 
extreme course of striking this man cff the rolls. The case afforded a great 
deal of notoriety, and papers commented on it very largely, but after all, this 
case occurs in other professions besides the veterinary. Mr. Pinkett, at the 
time he made those unfortunate answers, was under cross-examination. It is 
known to every one of us that witnesses on those particular occasions are not 
of the coolest temper. They often make assertions the importance of 
which they do not at the time understand, and it is just possible Mr. Pinkett 
may have made assertions of that nature. The evidence as to the actual 
condition of these horses is, in my opinion, somewhat conflicting. Mr. Pinkett 
says when he examined them they were perfectly sound. It is true that one 
horse was found to be lame two days afterwards ; but, gentlemen, you know, as 
veterinary practitioners, that anything may happen to a horse within 48 hours. 
We have no conclusive evidence that this horse was unsound at the time of. 
sale. I will agree that is not the material part of the case. Mr. Thatcher 
stated it very precisely and very clearly yesterday when he said what we 
have to consider is whether Mr. Pinkett acquiesced in a commission or gift 
which was undoubtedly offered to him by the vendor of the horses. He said, 
““1 have not received that money: I deny that the commission or gift was 
offered to me.” That, however, is a matter of extreme doubt. In view of the 
answer he gave in the witness-box we can hardly believe that, But the 
evidence does not show that he received the money, and are we not acting 
with undue severity to a brother member to strike him off because something 
was offered to him which he may have acquiesced in, but has not actually 
received ? Gentlemen, in my opinion, conduct may be more flagrant than 
this, and I think we should act with extreme harshness if we struck him off 
the rolls. I hope you will not agree with the suggestion that this matter be 
referred back to the Registration Committee. We have sat upwards of four 
hours in reference to this case ; we have given it careful consideration, hearing 
Mr. Pinkett and going through the evidence on the cross-examination in 
court, and we came to the conclusion that perhaps he had been guilty of 
conduct not altogether honourable, but not sufficiently serious to warrant our 
ruining him, because that is what it means. Mr. Pinkett has obtained a 
position in Worcester with the corporation. Mr. Fraser says he is already 
ruined, but that is not the opinion of us here. He seems to be a man who is 
respected locally, and although he has made a slip, it is not for us to act with 
undue severity in respect of this matter. 

Professor PENBERTHY : Would you tell me what you would punish him 
for? What do you censure him for ? 

Mr. BARRETT: For an apparent acquiescence in something which he did 
not receive. 
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Professor PENBERTHY: An apparent one ? 

Mr. BARRETT: It is only apparent. 

Professor PENBERTHY: Then if the report is accepted under those con- 
ditions, we shall simply be stultifying ourselves and making ourselves 
ridiculous. If there is nothing to censure him for, leave out the censure, and 
let the council say they acquiesce in his action. 

Mr. FRASER: I am only anxious, if I can in any way whatever do it, to 
divide the council, and let the world see that it is not a unanimous vote of the 
council. As Professor Penberthy has well said, if that man is not guilty, 
what are we to censure him for? Mr. Barrett says this is not a very grave 
offence 

Mr. BARRETT: No. I said nothing of the sort. I said we had not found 
him guilty. 

Mr. FRASER: I will ask any member of the council what offence of a graver 
or more serious character could a veterinary surgeon commit than to receive 
a bribe. 

The PRESIDENT: Will you kindly put your amendment in a concise form, 
and ask the seconder if he agrees with you that it should be referred back 
to the committee ? 

Mr. FRASER: To divide the council, I propose that the case of Pinkett be 
referred back to the committee. I do that with the consent of my seconder. 

Professor PENBERTHY: I second that. 

Professor DEWAR: I have very much pleasure in supporting the amend- 
ment of Mr. Fraser. I am a little surprised to hear the way in which 
members of council are speaking round this table, and the fact of minimising 
the offence which has been committed by Mr. Pinkett, if he has com- 
mitted it. As far as I am concerned, I must say I would rather accept the 
evidence of the judges, who heard both sides of the case, saw the witnesses 
giving their evidence, and so on—— 

Mr. Simpson: No, no; they did not hear the evidence. 

Mr. FRASER: They did on the first trial. 

Professor DEwAR: The judge at the first trial did. 

Mr. BARRETT: Yes, and he gave a decision in his favour. 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps you will allow the solicitor to put Professor 
Dewar in order for a moment. I will do that if Professor Dewar wishes. 
The verdict was for the plaintiff at first, and in the second trial for the 
defendant. 

Professor Dewar: I have great pleasure indeed in supporting Mr. Fraser’s 
motion, and I hope the next time it comes before the council it will be brought 
up in such a way that the council can give a final decision. We are repeatedly 
putting men off the register, young men struggling to get a standing in the 
profession and to earn a living, simply by inserting advertisements in news- 
papers or putting out cards. They are not to be spoken of in the same 
breath with a case of this kind. 

Mr. Simpson: I have no desire either to minimise or magnify the offence 
which has been committed by Mr. Pinkett, but 1 would ask you before 
you divide on this question to ask yourselves what is the committee 
to do if you refer it back to them? If you refer this back to the 
Registration Committee, gentlemen, it will only be with one object, 
viz., that of asking them to alter the opinion which they came to unani- 
mously yesterday. It is no use, gentlemen, referring this matter back 
to the Registration Committee in the hope that they will be able to gain new 
facts and other information, because I do not hesitate to say that no case has 
ever been investigated by the Registration Committee which has received 
more care and more anxious thought than this charge against Mr. Pinkett. I 
absolutely assert that it is impossible for the Registration Committee to 
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obtain more information than they were in the possession of yesterday, and 
therefore it would simply be asking the Registration Committee either to 
simply endorse the opinion which they formed yesterday, or, under 
pressure from the council, to come to some other conclusion. I therefore ask 

ou, gentlemen, before dividing on this point, to ask yourselves this question : 
What good is it referring it back to the committee? If the council desire to 
impose a greater punishment on Mr, Pinkett than the Registration Committee 
had decided, by all means let them do so if it can be done, but this is the 
deliberate opinion and the unanimous opinion of the Registration Committee 
which sat yesterday for several hours investigating this offence. I have no 
desire to ask you to be lenient with a man who commits such an offence as 
Mr. Pinkett has committed, but what is the object of the Registration Com- 
mittee ? Is it to be a committee for dealing out the heaviest punishment that 
it has in its power to inflict? Is it not rather the duty of the Registra- 
tion Committee to make suggestions to you, and to deal with offenders 
who come before them in such a manner as will deter others from 
committing offences? Is not that, gentlemen, the great object of the existence 
of this Registration Committee? Look at the numbers of cases that come 
before the committee, and ask yourselves the question: If you were to deal 
with them with the utmost severity of the law, with all the power that the 
Registration Committee possess, what would happen ? Why, gentlemen, we 
should have struck off heaps and heaps of men from this council. But what 
do the Registration Committee do in the first place if a member of this 
College is reported to them as having done something unworthy? They give 
him the opportunity of mending his ways, and the punishment that it is 
suggested should be inflicted upon Mr. Pinkett may be compared to the 
punishment which a man in a good position would have inflicted upon him if 
brought before a bench of magistrates in the ordinary way. Suppose a man 
in a good position is brought before a bench of magistrates, and he is fined a 
penny, is not that as great a disgrace to him—is it not as great a punishment, 
is it not as likely to act asa deterrent in the future—as though you sent him to 
seven days’ imprisonment with hard labour? Gentlemen, I do ask you to 
really consider. I need not appeal, I am sure, to those who were present at 
the meeting yesterday, because the matter was so thoroughly thrashed out, 
but those gentlemen who have spoken and who were not present at the 
meeting, and who do not know the extent to which we probed this matter—1 
do ask them to consider well before they refer the matter back to the 
committee, which is practically saying to the Registration Committee, “Go 
back and go through the form of considering this case again, to make a report 
to us that this man is to be struck off the rolls.” 

Mr. FRAsER: I think I have a right of reply. You will see, gentlemen, I 
am in a very difficult position. If my original amendment had been in order, 
as I hoped it was, my position before you would be much more advantageous 
than it is now. I fall back on the other one from necessity There are just 
one or two points in Mr. Simpson’s speech to which I wish to refer. I have 
known Mr. Simpson for a long time, and I know he always wishes to make 
an honest impression on those who are listening to him. But when he says 
that the Registration Committee yesterday were unanimous he is under a 
misapprehension. We were quite unanimous about the guilt of the offender, 
but we were not unanimous as to the degree of punishment which ought to 
be administered to him. Mr. Simpson used an expression just now which, to 
his position, is very unfortunate. He says this was the first offence prac- 
tically brought against this man, and it was not sufficiently serious 

Mr. Simpson: I did not say anything of the kind. 

Mr. FRASER: That the offence is not sufficiently serious to remove the 
man’s name from the Register of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
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1 have been on the Registration Committee for some years, and during that 
time we have removed the names of several persons. I ask you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, what offence could be more serious than the accepting of a bribe from 
the vendor of a pair of horses ? 

Mr. Simpson: [ must rise to a point of order. My friend, Mr. Fraser, is 

ing under a wrong impression. I have never said anything of the kind. 

The PRESIDENT : I did not hear you say so. 

Mr. FRASER: Mr. Pinkett himself, in the box before Mr. Justice Day, did not 
deny that he agreed to accept something. 

Mr. BARRETT: No, that is not correct. 

Mr. FRASER: You have the evidence here, and I will ask the solicitor to 
read the cross-examination. That comes out clearly. 

The PRESIDENT : I do not think so. The council shall hear it read. 

The Soticiror read the shorthand note :— 


(Q.) How long have you known Mr. Shipway ?—(A.) Some years. (Q.) Were you 

ing to have a commission from him ?—(A.) Nothing was said. Mr. Shipway offered it 
to me—he told me if the horses were sold he would give me something. I did not ask 
him for it. (Mr. Justice Day) Everybody lives on commission, It is a detestable practice. 
—(A.) I did not ask him for it. If aman chooses to offer me a thing I am at liberty to take 
it. (Mr. Amphlett) You were going to charge this gentleman a commission and also have 
acommission from Mr. Shipway ?—(A.) It was not a charge, it was according to his own 
wish. (Q.) That, you think, is a right thing to do ?—Certainly. I had the right to accept 
it. (Mr. Justice Day) Everybody is living and battening on commission. It is a most 
detestable practice. I have said so from the bench over and over again, but it is of no 
use.—(A.) I did not ask him for it. (Mr. Alfred Young) They all do it. (Mr. Justice 
Day) There are ways of getting it without asking—(A.) It was offered to me. (Q.) Very 
likely. ‘There may be very good reasons for offering it. (Mr. Amphlett) You have known 
Mr. Shipway for some time ?—(A.) Some years. (Q.) When did you first know about 
these horses, or when did it first enter into your mind that these horses would be likely to 
suit Mr. Broadwood ?—(A.) On the 28th. 


I do not think there is anything more. 

Mr. FRASER : I think that is enough. 

Mr. THATCHER: Just one word of explanation to put Mr. Fraser right on a 
point, if | may be permitted. Mr. Justice Day was sitting as judge and jury. 
Mr. Fraser said that the point turned upon whether these horses were passed 
by Mr. Pinkett, and it depended on that how the verdict would be. But the 
Court of Appeal set that question right. If Mr. Justice Day had thought, or 
had expressed an opinion, that they were obained by the fraud of Pinkett, it 
would have vitiated the contract from the outset, and that was the reason why 
the Court of Appeal upset Mr. Justice Day’s decision, because they did think 
there was fraud, which vitiated the contract. I do not want to defend Mr. 
Pinkett—it is no part of my business. The man is not here, and his 
solicitor is not here. I want to put the facts as they are. It is unfair to say 
that Mr. Justice Day considered that Pinkett had been guilty of fraud. At 
all events Mr. Justice Day could not have considered he was guilty of such 
fraud as vitiated the contract, or else he must have found the verdict the other 
way. The argument put forward by Mr. Pinkett’s solicitor yesterday was 
quite fair, that Mr. Justice Day had the witnesses before him, and was enabled 
to form a judgment which the Court of Appeal could not form, who only went 
on written evidence. We had a better chance of finding out what the truth 
was because we had the man here and put questions to him. The Court of 
Appeal had simply the shorthand writer’s notes, and upon that they found 
“aye” or ‘‘no.” The Court of Appeal, I say with the utmost respect, on this 
matter might be wrong; but Mr. Pinkett had no opportunity of defending his 
conduct there. He had here, and this was the finding of the Registration 
Committee. The committee had two resolutions before them, and they 
unanimously, I may say, threw out the first one and adopted the second. 
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You may rely upon it, gentlemen, it is not a part of my business to defend thé 
Registration Committee ; they can take care of themselves—but you must if 
I may be permitted to say so, put a great deal of reliance on gentlemen who 
occupied—the chairman said four hours, but I beg his pardon it was five, 
because there were two occasions—so much time, and they gave the utmost 
care to this case. ; 

Mr. FRASER: I must really protest against this. The solicitor gives us 
advice on points of law. He is not here to defend the action of the Registra- 
tion Committee or other committee. He must first give us the law. I think 
it is quite unfair that he should be the advocate of an offender against the 
profession. 

The PresiIpENT: I beg your pardon. I asked Mr. Thatcher, when all the 
gentlemen were getting up to speak, why Mr. Pinkett’s solicitor was not here 
to correct anybody who was not speaking on a question of fact ? 

Mr. FRASER: A question of law—a question of fact is not in it. 

The PRESIDENT: A question of fact. The solicitor here has the shorthand 
notes, and he has gone through them carefully. He must know if any 
gentleman who is speaking is speaking relevantly or not on a question 
of fact. 

Mr. FRASER: After reading that cross-examination, is there any member of 
this council who is not inclined to believe that the bribe was offered and 
and agreed to be accepted ? The man not only acknowledges that he agreed 
to accept it, but actually justifies his action that he was quite right in consent- 
ing to accept this gift. Now I go back again to where I left off. What 
offence can a veterinary surgeon, as such, commit that will justify us in 
removing his name from the register if this offence does not? From eight 
years’ experience of this committee I do not know a more serious offence 
than has been brought home to this man, and yet this Registration Committee 
is willing to gloss it over. What will the public and the members care, or 
what weight will they attach to our report of his imprudence ? Surely, if we 
have any loyalty—and I know we have, for there is not a man on this council 
who is not loyal to his profession—skould we not stand up and defend it 
against such serious injury as Mr. Pinkett has inflicted upon us? I do hope 
you will give your support. I am afraid my amendment will not be carried, 
but, at all events, let the world know that this council does not condone the 
serious offence committed by Mr. Pinkett. 

Professor MCCALL: I think we are not entitled to put this man’s name off 
the register except he has been guilty of legal fraud against his client. In 
this case legal fraud was not proven, or he could not have been given the 
verdict in his favour in the first case. 

Professor W. O. WILLIAMs: I beg to move an amendment to the amend- 
ment, not only that this matter shall be referred back to the Registration 
Committee, but it shall be referred back with an instruction that they shall 
state to the council whether Pinkett is guilty or not guilty of unprofessional 
conduct. The question has been asked by Professor Penberthy. 

Mr. Simpson : May I read the recommendation? ‘ The committee, having 
fully considered such evidence, and also having heard Mr. Dobbs’ and Mr. 
Pinkett’s own explanation, are of opinion that Mr. Pinkett acted with very 
great indiscretion in apparently acquiescing in the promise of a commission 
or gift from the vendor, and consider that he should be severely censured by 
the council.” 

Professor PENBERTHY : I should like to ask the president if he will ask the 
solicitor as to whether we have any legal powers to censure this gentleman, 
and, if so, what are those powers and for what are we going to censure him? 

Mr. THATCHER: I take it that the council have the power of expressing an 
opinion upon that point. 
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Professor PENBERTHY : Certainly. 

Mr. BARRETT: Even though it be an opinion of censure. 

Mr. THATCHER: Oh, yes. 

Professor PENBERTHY : For what? I think it is the most serious question 
we ever had. 

The PRESIDENT: I quite agree with that. That is why I have given you so 
much latitude. There is an amendment—“ That this matter ve Pinkett 
should be referred back to the Registration Committee.” 

The resolution was then put, eight voting for and eight against. 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, as this is an important question, I shall not 
take the responsibility on myself. I shall vote that it be referred back to the 
committee. I will not take the responsibility. 

Mr. Simpson : I think, sir, there wasa little error. May I suggest that the 
names be taken ? 

The PRESIDENT: You can have that. 

Mr. Simpson : I beg to move that the names be taken. 

The SECRETARY took the names as follows :— 


For the Amendment. 


General Sir Fredk. Fitzwygram, Mr. Hartley, Professor Penberthy, Pro- 
oo Mr. Fraser, Professor W. O. Williams, Mr. Elphick, and 
olonel Duck. 


Against the Amendment. 


Messrs. Wragg, Villar, Trigger, Lawson, Barrett, Bower, Simpson, and 
Professor McCall. 

The PRESIDENT: The casting vote of the chairman is that it shall be 
referred back. 

The resolution for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Professor PENBERTHY, the seal 
of the college was fixed to the authorities for the prosecutions recommended 
in the report. 


Examination Committee. 


The SECRETARY read the report which referred to a letter received from 
Professor Young, of Aberdeen University, proposing a scheme for examination 
by that college for members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
obtain certificates in public health. 

The committee, having considered the matter, were unable to recommend to 
the council the suggestions contained therein. The committee also advised 
that in future the list of successful students at the respective examinations, 
together with the subjects in which each class had been examined, should be 
sent to the public press for insertion. 

The committee had also considered a request for registration by a colonial 
practitioner, but considered he was not eligible for registration. 

The committee had also considered the report of the chairman and the 
solicitor,on the application of Veterinary Board of Victoria for permission that 
their graduates be admitted members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons on certain conditions, and reported. The proposition of the Vic- 
toria Board is that their graduates, after obtaining the diploma of the Victoria 
Veterinary Board, should be examined by examiners appointed by this College, 
the details of which are set out at length at the foot of the petition. The 
curriculum of the teaching and professional examinations for the Victoria 
diploma appear to correspond with those laid down by their council, but an 
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examination in general educational knowledge is not compulsory, and this, in 
the opinion of the committee, is a fatal objection. There is nothing in the 
regulations to prevent teachers being examiners, though, as a matter of fact, 
no teacher is at present on the examining board. The committee are of 
opinion that the course suggested by the Victoria Board could not be legally 
enforced, and that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has no power 
or right to require a colonial practitioner to pass anytest. His right to regis- 
tration depends on the value of the diploma he has obtained from the colonial 
authority. In regard to the Walley Memorial Fund, the committee reported 
that a sub-committee, consisting of Professors McFadyean, McCall, Dewar, 
and W. O. Williams, with Mr. Mulvey and the President, was appointed 
to arrange for the conduct of the examinations, and report to the committee. 

Mr. Lawson proposed the adoption of the report. 

Mr. BARRETT seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


The SecrETARY read the report of the Parliamentary Committee. The 
committee reported that at the first meeting they instructed the solicitor to draw 
up a memorial on the Companies Acts Amendment Act for presentation to 
the Lord Chancellor, the draft to be submitted to the committee at the next 
meeting. At the second meeting the solicitor reported that he found a Bill 
had been introduced by the Lord Chancellor prohibiting the professions of 
physicians, surgeons, dentists, or midwives being carried on by a company, 
but that veterinary surgeons were not included; and that he had thereupon 
written to his lordship, pointing out the position and status of veterinary sur- 
geons, and asking permission that a deputation from the council should wait 
upon him. He had received a letter from Sir Kenneth Muir Mackenzie, in 
consequence of which he had an interview with him, when Sir Kenneth stated 
that the general instructions of the Lord Chancellor to the draftsman were to 
cover medical professions, and that he would take care the matter was pro- 
perly represented to his lordship; that, in the result of his lordship being 
favourable, there would be no necessity for a deputation ; but if his view was 
adverse, the council should have an opportunity of being heard. The com- 
mittee approved what had been done. The committee reported that the 
following resolution was proposed by Mr. BARRETT, and carried :— 


The committee recommend that the president, in conjunction with the solicitor, 
take immediate steps in the interest of the profession to draw the attention of the 
Local Government Board in respect to the Order recently issued by his department 
to the effect that, whilst the power was given to the medical officer of health and 
the inspector of nuisances to visit dairies and cow-sheds for the purpose of inspecting 
cattle, the term ‘‘ veterinary surgeon” had not been included, whereas in the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act, 1888, the inspection of animals can only be carried out by the 
medical officer, accompanied by a veterinary surgeon. The committee are further ot 
opinion that veterinary surgeons are alone capable of diagnosing the disease of 
animals. 


Professor W. O. WILLIAMS proposed the adoption of the report, which was 
seconded by Mr. HARTLEY. 

Mr. Cope: I wish to make a few remarks in reference to a letter it is 
proposed to send to Mr. Chaplin. That letter is written under an entire 
misapprehension of facts, and I am sorry to say that the writer of the 
article, which appeared in THE VETERINARY JOURNAL, seems to have made a 
very great error in connection with the whole subject. As a matter of fact, 
no Order has been issued at all by the Local Government Board with 
reference to that particular subject. What really happened is this: The 
Local Governmnent Board some time ago were invited by the local 
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authorities to draw up a card of what they call model regulations, which 
might or might not be adopted by the local authorities under the Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order. They did so, and they sent it out with a 
circular. Representations have been made to the Board to the effect that it 
would be desirable that they should issue model regulations for the guidance 
of councils in the regulations under this Order, but they have deferred doing 
so pending the Report of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis. Now, I 
want you to distinctly understand that the Local Government Board have 
really not issued that which we are writing to them about in the form of an 
Order. It is not an Order atall. It is merely an extract from the model 
regulations which has been issued by the Local Government Board to all the 
local authorities in Great Britain, and, so far as I am aware at the present 
moment, not one of them has adopted it. Therefore, I think that modifies 
the position we are in with regard to writing to Mr. Chaplin on the subject, 
because he might answer us in that very way. He may say: “Well, the 
local authorities, if they like, can adopt this suggestion in regard to making 
regulations, or they need not.” And, what is more, by leaving the words in 
as they are now, they may say: ‘Well, an officer might be a veterinarian.” 
Therefore, I do not think it would be a wise thing myself. We could not 
possibly write to him in the sense suggested, because, as a matter of fact, it 
is not an Order which is issued by the Local Government Board. 
Mr. BARRETT: Then I had better withdraw the whole thing. 
Mr. Cope: They have only issued one order, and that is this :— 


That Article 15 of the Order—that is the Milkshops and Dairies Order—shall be 
altered so that, for the purposes of the provisions of paragraphs A and B therereof, the 
expressions in the said Article which refer to disease shall include, in the case of a cow, 
such disease of the udder as shall be certified by a veterinary surgeon to be tubercular, and 
the Order and the Amending Order shall apply and be construed with the modifications 
necessary to give effect to this Article. 


That is the only Order which has been issued by the Local Government 
Board on the subject. 

Mr. BARRETT: May I say, after the explanation of Mr. Cope, that Iam 
most desirous of withdrawing my resolution. 

Mr. HartTLey: I agree with its withdrawal. 

The motion was then withdrawn and the report adopted. 


Dates of Examinations. 


On the motion of Professor McCALL, seconded by Professor DEWarR, 
Thursday, May 25th was fixed for the written examinations in Scotland. The 
oral examination to commence on Saturday, the 27th. 

On the motion of Professor PENBERTHY, seconded by Mr. TRIGGER, it was 
agreed that the written examinations should begin in July, in England, on 
the 7th and the oral on the roth. 

Mr. TRIGGER proposed, “ That the examination for the Fellowship degree 
take place in Edinburgh on the 26th May. 

Professor DEwaR seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Appointment of Scrutineers. 


On the motion of Mr. VILLAR, seconded by Mr. Cope, it was agreed that 
the acting scrutineers of last year, consisting of Messrs. Rogerson, Mahan, 
Mulvey, junior, Hobday and H. E. Simpson be asked to act as scrutineers 


again. 


in 

he 

ct, 

of 

lly 

er 

is- 

ial 

ed 

ar, 

ed 

ne 

w 

to 

xt 

of 

y, 

r- 

it 

in 

d 

)- 

l- 

e 

e 

d 

g 

c 

e 

of 


370 The Veterinary Journal. 


The following additional names were also proposed, seconded and agreed 
to :—Mr. Perryman, Mr. A. L. Butters, Mr. H. M. Singleton, Mr. H. H. Whitlam 
Smith, Mr. H. Lomas, Mr. Percy Walsh, Mr. G. C. Lowe, Mr. F. B. Lowe, 
Mr. William Hunting, Mr. J. W. Edwards, Mr. Reekie, Mr. J. Handcock. 


Motion by Mr. F. J. Simpson. 


Mr. F. J. Simpson: Mr. President and Gentlemen: I beg to move the 
resolution that stands in my name :— 


That a deputation be appointed from this Royal College to wait upon the Secre- 
tary of State for War for the purpose of laying before him the claims of the officers ot 
the Army Veterinary Department to have the prefix removed from their military titles, 
and to place them on the same footing in this respect with the officers of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, and other non-combatant departments of the Army. 


I am induced to take up this question because it is well known that the 
officers serving in Her Majesty's Army can hardly take upon themselves the 
task of bringing forward their claims persona!ly or in a body, and moreover it 
will occur to you, as it has to me, that the council of this college has amongst 
its many duties that of watching over the interests of the officers of the Army 
Veterinary Department, as much as it has its duty of watching over the 
position and improvement of the civilian veterinary surgeon. I may say at 
the outset that I have not had the opportunity of conferring with any officer ot 
the Veterinary Department in the Army. I thought it better that I should not 
do so, in order that the opinion which you will have the opportunity to-day of 
expressing may be uninfluenced by anything that might have been said byanyot 
the officers of the Army Veterinary Department. Moreover, it would be unfair 
to them that they should be consulted in the matter, because what a civilian 
veterinary surgeon can do, an Army veterinary surgeon, at any rate, would 
hesitate todo. You are aware that some time ago there was some agitation 
by the lay members of the medical profession in favour of having the prefix 
“surgeon” removed from their military titles. The representations that were 
made to the proper authorities were well considered, and although I think I 
am right in saying that it was not absolutely unanimous, yet at the same time 
the representations made by the members of the medical profession were so 
strong that the prefix “surgeon” has for some considerable time been removed 
from military titles. Now, that removal was not at first looked upon with 
favour by the authorities, and although I should be one of the last to advocate 
any sort of system of pressure, yet I am bound to remind you of what took 
place with regard to the Army surgeons. It was undoubtedly talked about 
very seriously, not only by the ordinary members of the medical profession, 
but by the bodies from which these young surgeons were to come. AsI say, 
I do not for one moment suggest that we should attempt anything like the 
pressure or use the same means that were used by the medical profession. I 
trust that, as the authorities have seen fit to remove from these titles the prefix 
of surgeon, they will, in justice to the members of the Army Veterinary 
Department, see their way to allow a like concession to be granted to the 
department on whose behalf I am claiming your vote. The changes which 
have taken place in the Veterinary Department hitherto have closely followed 
those changes which took place in the Army Medical Department, as, for 
instance, the granting of the titles. You are aware that, in the first 
place, the titles ‘“Surgeon-Captain,” ‘‘Surgeon-Major,”and so on, were 
granted to the surgeon in the Army, and shortly after, in consequence 
of private representations, the title of ‘‘ Veterinary Captain,” and so on, 
was conferred upon the members of the Army Veterinary Department. 
That being the case, and in consideration of the fact that the two services are 
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of a similar nature, the officer of the veterinary department naturally ex- 
ted that the late warrant abolishing the prefix in the Army Medical Corps 
and the Indian Medical Service would be applied to them also. I am in- 
formed that it is a fact that the veterinary department of the army is the only 
department which has a compound title. I think the last officers to have the 
title conferred upon them were those inthe Army Pay Department. Recently 
the members of the Army Pay Department have had such a title as we desire 
conferred upon them, and to show that we are not singular in our belief that 
the Army Veterinary Officers should be placed upon an equality with the 
surgeons in the army, I would like to quote a few lines from a recognised 
journal, recognised by naval and military men, namely, The Broad Arrow, 
which says :— 
What the doctors achieved by agitation, the paymasters have obtained by merely 
uietly doing their duty. Their acheivement, therefore, is clearly a novel experience in 
the service. Probably the veterinary officers will now be encouraged to hope that their 
o- ey present itself to the Secretary of State for consideration in a like favour- 
e spirit. 


That organ claims, at any rate, to represent the view of a large number of 
naval and military officers. I have taken the small amount of trouble of send- 
ing a circular to each member of the council in order that he may make 
himself acquainted to some extent with the subject which perhaps he has 
not hitherto given much consideration to. I do not know that I can do better 
than quote one or two paragraphs from the circular to which [ refer. I think 
I may go further, and say that not only are the officers of the Pay Department 
of the army entitled to such titles as we claim should be given to the officers 
of the Veterinary Department, but I think I am correct—and I can be corrected 
on the point if I am wrong—in saying that titles similar to those enjoyed by 
the schoolmasters of the army. The Army Veterinary Department is the only 
department in the Army having this prefix. Combatant rank has been given to 
these officers holding the position that I have mentioned, viz., paymasters, 
schoolmasters, and surgeons, and it is that which we claim should be given 
to our own veterinary officers. It is very naturally felt that such an omission 
tends to cast a slur on the officers who have always been highly spoken of, 
and been commended from time to time for the way they have performed 
their duties. The officers of the Army Veterinary Department have always 
abstained from ventilating their grievances or agitating. I am told that this 
proposal to abolish the prefix “ Veterinary” had the approval of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and, I think, the Adjutant-General was not opposed to it. 
The Veterinary Department is now the only branch of the army with a prefix. 
The officers of all other departments, with the exception of the chaplains, 
including the subordinate medical service in India, have military titles with- 
out prefix. One reason given for the abolition of the prefix was its “ cumbrous 
nature.” But if “Surgeon-Captain” was cumbrous, how much more so is 
“Veterinary-Lieutenant,” or ‘‘ Veterinary-Lieutenant-Colonel,” of the Army 
Veterinary Department? It is a well-known fact that veterinary officers have 
at different times rendered very effective service in the field, in performing 
duties outside their own routine. Not only have they to attend their 
ordinary duties in the rear, but they have to take part in the ordinary duties 
of a Combatant Officer under fire. I believe you will become convinced that 
the time has arrived when the veterinary officers of the Army should be placed 
on an equality, so far as title is concerned, with the surgeons of the Army 
Medical Department. I therefore beg to move the resolution which appears 
on the Agenda. 
Mr. Wracc: I shall have much pleasure in seconding it. 

General Sir FREDERICK FITZWYGRAM thought the Army Medical Department 
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had made a very great mistake in asking for military titles which would 
take preference over their scientific titles. He thought the college would be 
wrong if it followed the example of the Army Medical Department. Asa 

rofession they must stand or fall according to their ability, success, or pro- 
essional skill. That could not be gained by military titles. The proposal 
was a compound title, one part showing the branch of the service to which 
the holder belonged, and the other part his relative rank in the Army. He 
thought that a very sensible plan, and he had never been able to see any 
objection to it. The recent proposal was of a difficult character. The object 
undoubtedly was to snuff out a title which was not so good in the eyes of the 
world as a military title; it practically ignored the scientific title altogether. 
As veterinary surgeons they did not wish to ignore their profession. They 
did not want to sail under false colours, and he would strongly urge the 
rejection of the motion. The veterinary surgeons of the Army stood remark- 
ably well with their brother officers, and he wished he could pay the compliment 
to many of the sister services. If Her Majesty commanded it they would 
have to accept it, but he felt their pride ought to be in the profession, and not 
in empty military titles, to which they had no claim. 

Professor PENBERTHY said he did not want to give his opinion as to 
the advisability of expunging all associations with the veterinary profession 
or to retain it, because it had a purely military bearing, affecting possibly the 
social life of the Army Veterinary Department. Supposing that the Army 
Veterinary Department wished the military title, was it possible at present 
for anybody to ask the Minister of War for a purely military title? That 
official was asked in Parliament whether he would grant it, and he refused. 
He would like to ask whether, if a deputation waited on the Minister ot 
War, it would defer the title or facilitate it. If a minister had put a thing off 
twice from a diplomatic point of view, the pressure which would make him 
say ‘‘ yes” on the third occasion must be very strong, and could be little else 
than political, z.e., something which would affect his party. If the members 
of the Army Veterinary Department wanted something they should do all 
they could to support them, but first they wanted to know whether such 
action would be in support of ihem all. 

Colonel LaMBERT, while supporting Mr. Simpson’s idea, pleaded for a little 
delay, as the matter required to be ventilated more than it had been. 

Mr. BARRETT was fully prepared to support Mr. Simpson, because there 
was a widespread feeling among the officers of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment that this prefix should be removed. But they might not act wisely by 
adopting the resolution before them to-day. He was much impressed by 
Colonel Lambert’s remarks and other remarks which had reached him from 
the Army Veterinary Department. No doubt some stigma was attached to the 

refix, and it should be removed. Would they act wisely by approaching the 

cretary of War a third time on the subject? He thought not. Still, he 

hoped Mr. Simpson would again bring the subject before them, when, it 
sufficient time had elapsed, he would be very pleased to support him. 

Mr. TRIGGER asked whether Mr. Simpson could put the matter off. 

Mr. Cope was sorry the members had such a disgust and contempt for the 
term “ Veterinary,” because in the civil department to which he belonged it 
had been an enormous advantage to the whole profession. It would bea 

at mistake for members of the veterinary department to lose their prefix. 

obody would have any advantage by the taking away of the title, nor would 
it advance their interests. They ought to put themselves to the front as vet- 
erinarians more than anything else. He thought it better that the matter 
should be left to be discussed at some long distant date. 

Professor W. O. WILLIAMS thought the question was not yet ripe for dis- 
cussion. When the Army Veterinary Department approached the Wa 
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Secretary it would be time for the College to do so, particular on account of 
the former refusals. He trusted that in time they would be successful. If 
so, their social position would be very much improved, and also their chances 
of increased pay and increased pensions ; but he did not think it ripe for the 
College to deal with, and he moved the previous question. 

Mr. TRIGGER said he would second Professor Williams if it was an amend- 
ment, but he thought it was a question of simply yea or nay. 

Mr. Simpson, in reply, said he credited Sir Frederick Fitzwygram with 
doing everything he could for the veterinary profession, but he could not get 
over the fact that combatant officers had always opposed the assumption by 
surgeons and veterinary surgeons of combatant rank. Sir Frederick asked 
why they ignored the scientific part of their profession ? They did not do 
so, All he asked was that veterinary officers should be made equal in every 
way, in the matter of title, with the surgeons in the Army. If they did not 
care to do it, it made no difference to him. If veterinary officers were not to 
be placed on an equality with the surgeons of the Army, then those recent 
reforms in connection with the bestowal of titles on the paymasters, school- 
masters, and surgeons should be swept away again. He knew of no veterinary 
surgeon who was ashamed of being recognised as a veterinary surgeon. Pro- 
fessor Williams suggested that they should wait till the Veterinary Department 
of the Army came to them and said “agitate for us.” Professor Williams 
held a commission in the Yeomanry, and they could not easily imagine such a 
man coming to civilians and saying, ‘I wish you would agitate for us.” Pro- 
fessor Penberthy said it was unadvisable to go to the Secretary of State for 
War, and Colonel Lambert’s answer was, “wait a bit.” In many instances 
in which claims had been made successfully the official answer was no, and 
success only came by perseverance. Mr. Barrett said it was premature. He 
(Mr. Simpson) urged that they should not allow themselves to be snubbed by 
officers who were combatant officers because they did not want the Army 
veterinary surgeon to hold a somewhat similar rank to themselves. The men 
were not ashamed of their title, but were proud of it. He felt he stood alone 
on the question, and he had an anxiety as to whether any motion was going 
to be acceptable, but he was not disappointed with the present constitution 
of the council. He did not wish to see his motion defeated, but he was 
Satisfied to have ventilated the matter, and he hoped the opinions which had 
been expressed on both sides would commend themselves to the officers of 
the Army Veterinary Department. He asked to withdraw the motion, subject 
to the approval of his seconder, so that he might bring it forward at a more 
convenient time, when he hoped a larger gathering of the council would be 
present. 

The motion of withdrawal was carried with one dissentient. 


Motion by Mr. F. J. Simpson. 


Mr. F. J. Simpson then drew attention to the War Office regulations as 
affecting veterinary surgeons in regiments. Some time ago, he said, 
Professor Williams proposed a resolution to the effect “that it be considered 
by this council derogatory on the part of any veterinary surgeon who acted 
as veterinary surgeon in any yeomanry regiment while holding the position 
of a ‘ farrier-sergeant’ or ‘farrier,’ or any such position without commission,” 
not holding common rank. Many cavalry regiments were not eutitled to 
veterinary officers as commissioned officers, and those regiments must either 
be without a veterinary surgeon, or they must be a trooper, farrier, or 
farrier-sergeant, and if he accepted that position he was violating the regula- 
tions of the college. If that fact were known, the rules with regard to the 
appointment of those officers would be modified greatly. A comparatively 
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large regiment must be content with a man holding the position of trooper, 
or farrier, or farrier-sergeant, and if he did hold any of those positions he 
was liable to be dealt with by the Registration Committee of the college. His 
object in bringing the matter forward was that a representation of the college 
regulations should be made in the proper quarter. He did not propose a 
deputation in this case, but suggested— 


That inasmuch as the regulations of the War Office, as affecting reserve 
cavalry forces, do not admit of the granting of commissions to more than a 
certain number of veterinary surgeons for the whole of the United Kingdom, that 
under these circumstances veterinary surgeons who acted in that capacity without 
commissions to yeomanry regiments, have hitherto been called upon to assume the 
rank of either trooper, farrier, or farrier-sergeant, and that inasmuch as the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has by resolution declared that for 
a member of this body to hold either of the above-mentioned ranks, while acting 
as a veterinary surgeon to a regiment of yeomanry cavalry, is a contravention of 
the bye-laws of the college, a full representation of the facts of the case be laid 
before the Secretary of State for War with the view of obtaining from the War 
Office the proper recognition of veterinary surgeons as commissioned officers in 
all yeomanry regiments. 


He moved that such a representation be made to the War Office. 

General Sir FREDERICK FITZwyGRAM seconded the motion. 

Professor W. O. WILLIAMs proposed that the matter be referred to a com- 
mittee to investigate the veterinary attendance on the various Yeomanry 
regiments in Great Britain. Then they would be able to tell the War Office 
exactly the state of affairs. Some Yeomany regiments had no veterinary 
surgeons at all. 

Colonel LAMBERT would be very happy to support Mr. Simpson’s proposi- 
tion ; he thought it would be very advantageous to the profession. 

The resolution was passed and carried. 


Motion by Mr. Wragg. 


On the motion of Mr. WraGG, seconded by Mr. TRIGGER, it was unani- 
mously resolved 


That all resolutions recommended by the committees and passed by the council, 
and all resolutions passed by the council, be entered in a book kept for the purpose, 
properly scheduled for reference. 


A Vote of Thanks to the Chairman. 


Professor PENBERTHY proposed that the best thanks of the meeting be 
given to the president for the way in which he had performed his duty. 
Mr. Simpson seconded the totion, which was carried with acclamation. 


WESTERN COUNTIES VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


THE sixteenth general annual meeting was held at the New London Hotel, 
Exeter, on Thursday, March 16th. Mr. F. J. Harvey, of St. Columb, pre- 
sided, and there were also present Messrs. W. H. Penhale, Holsworthy; R. 
E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; J.P. Heath, Exeter; C. Parsons, Launceston; P. 
Bond, Plymouth; W. Ascott, Bideford ; A. J, Down, Sampford Peverell ; F. 
P. Collings, Plymouth ; W. B. Nelder, Exeter ; Elder, Taunton ; J. R. Sydney 
Pethick, Plymouth; E. W. Bovett and J. Dunstan (hon. sec.), St. Mellion. 
Letters were announced from the following members who were unable to 
be present: Mersrs. C. Hoadley, Helston; Roach, Exeter; Thorburn 
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Okehampton; Olver, Truro; Penhale, Barnstaple; Oliver, Devonport; Pro- 
fessor Pritchard and others. 


The Hon. Treasurer's Statement. 


The Hon, TREASURER (Mr. W. B. Nelder) presented the annual statement 
of accounts. He explained that the expenses of the year had been unusally 
heavy, nearly £40, half of which was on account of the sending of delegates 
to the Dublin Congress on Tuberculosis. Still, the Association had a balance 
in hand of £24. In answer to Mr. Bloye, the hon. treasurer said there were 
about 11 guineas due as subscriptions, which would bring the balance in 
hand up to £36. 


President and Vice-Presidents. 


Mr. ELDER (Taunton) moved that Mr. W. Penhale, of Barnstaple, be the 
resident of the Association for the ensuing year. No one, said Mr. Elder, 
had done more for the Association than Mr. Penhale; he was, in fact, its 
founder, and during the coming year, which would be exceptional on account 
of the visit of the National Association, he would be just the man to fill the 
chair. 
Mr. Parsons (Launceston) seconded the motion, which was supported by 
Mr. Bonp (Plymouth), and carried unanimously. 
The following were elected vice-presidents: Messrs. Chas. Parsons, F. J. 
Harvey, Elder and Bloye. 


Election of Officers. 


On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, seconded by Mr. ELpsr, the hon. treas- 
urer (Mr. W. B. Nelder) was unanimously re-elected, and his services were 
heartily acknowledged. 

Mr. BLoyE, in moving the re-election of Mr. J. Dunstan as hon. sec., said 
that few members could have thrown so much energy and ability into the 
work of the Association as had Mr. Dunstan, and they could not do better 
than re-elect him. He was thoroughly in touch with the work, which entailed 
a good deal of energy on ordinary occasions, but this year it would require 
more attention than usual. 

The CHAIRMAN, in seconding, said that with Mr. Dunstan as hon. secretary 
the business of the Association would be in good hands. 

Mr. PENHALE (Holsworthy) supported the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 


The Victoria Benevolent Fund. 


The Hon, SEcRETARY, having returned thanks for his re-election, said he 
had received a communication asking them to support the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. Last year the Association contributed a donation of £5 5s., 
for which Mr. Barrett had written thanking them. He went on to point out 
that the members of the fund were anxious that the income from subscriptions 
should be assured, in order that cases in their profession might be relieved. 
Many donors had expressed a desire to become annual subscribers to the 
fund, and he should be glad if the Association would consider the importance 
of helping the cause in that way. 

Mr. DUNSTAN said the question was whether they would contribute an 
annual subscription to the fund. 

Mr. Bond did not think they would be able to afford it this year. 
The communication was allowed to lie on the table. 
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The International Congress. 


It was decided to subscribe towards the ~ gee of the coming Inter- 
national Congress on Tuberculosis at Baden-Baden, 


The Next Meeting. 


The CHAIRMAN said that according to the new rules there were to be 
three meetings a year instead of two as hitherto. 

BLoyE and Bonp advocated the holding of a meeting at Taunton 
in July. 

r. ELDER moved that a carting be held at Taunton in July. He pointed 
out that at a Taunton meeting they would have the presence of several 
Bristol members of the Provisional Committee, appointed to make arrange- 
ments for the reception of the National Association in the West. That would 
be an advantage, and they would be able to report progress. 

Mr. DunsTAN, in seconding, said that several Somerset men were members 
of the Provisional Committee, and a meeting in Taunton would extend the 
influence of the Association in that county. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


New Members. 


The following were elected by ballot as new members: Messrs. Pethick, 
Tiverton; W. M. Scott, Bridgwater; A. Marshall, Plymouth; Sturge, 
St. Thomas, Exeter; Dickson, Thorverton; Younge, St. Austell; and 
Stephens, Wadebridge. 


Association for the Prevention of Consumption. 


The Hon. SEcRETARY stated that he had received a communication from 
the Association for the Prevention of Consumption and other forms of 
Tuberculosis. 

Mr. BLoYE, a member of the Executive Committee of the South-Western 
Branch of the newly-formed Association, explained that the organisation was 
composed chiefly of medical men, but it had also, and he thought very wisely, 
decided to seek the assistance of the veterinary profession. At the meeting 
of the Executive Committee, held at Plymouth on the previous day, he was 
asked to bring the objects of the Association before the present meeting, and 
to urge the members of that Veterinary Association to impress upon their 
clients, as far as they were able, the advantages to be derived, first from read- 
ing what had been said in regard to the prevention of consumption, and, next, 
in adopting, as far as possible, the various methodsof prevention advocated by 
the National Society. It was a great subject, and although it only appeared 
to them as somewhat of a side issue, he thought it was one to which they 
should devote a great deal of attention from a humanitarian point of view. 
They could do a great deal, and were doing a great deal, to suppress consump- 
tion, and by impressing on their clients the means of prevention they would 
be helping to promote the aims of the Association. 

The Hon. Secretary said he had been asked by the Secretary of the 
Association to get as many members of the Veterinary Association as possible 
to _ The subscription was only five shillings a year. . 

n answer to Mr. Bond, Mr. Bioye said the money was devoted to the dis- 
semination, by means of literature and lectures, of information on the subject. 

The CuarrMaN said this was a matter of importance to them. He noticed 
that on a previous day Mr. Chaplin received a deputation from the National 
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Federation of Meat Traders’ Association on the question of the inspection of 
meat, compensation for confiscated animals, and the abolition of public 
slaughter-houses—matters which were intimately connected with the objects 
of the newly-formed Society for the Prevention of Consumption. Compensa- 
tion, of course, largely referred to tuberculosis. Mr. Field, M.P., in introduc- 
ing the deputation, called attention to the fact that even tramways’ conductors, 
and almost every class but the right class, were appointed inspectors. By sup- 
porting this movement the veterinary profession would get a better chance of 
informing the public of the importance of appointing properly qualified men. 
Mr. Chaplin was in sympathy with uniformity of inspection. The Board of Trade 
were inducing the Local Government Board to issue communications to local 
authorities urging them to see that inspectorships were not given to Dick, 
Tom and Harry, but to qualified men, presumably veterinary surgeons or 
medical men. 

Mr. DunNSTAN said that as a profession they were much interested in milk 
inspection, a subject which was closely connected with the prevention of 
consumption. The Plymouth secretary of the Association for the Prevention 
of Consumption stated that he would like veterinary surgeons to take more 
interest in the Association so that more might be on the Executive Committee. 

Several members signified their intention of joining. 


The National Conference at Plymouth. 

Mr. BonpD stated that the dates selected for the visit of the National 
Veterinary Association to Plymouth were the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th August. 
Papers had been promised on “ Spavin,” “ Milk Fever,” and “ Tuberculosis.” 
Professor Macqueen had promised to open a discussion on ‘ Spavin,” Pro- 
fessor McFadyean on “ Tuberculosis,” Professors Dewar and Hobday on 
“The Surgery of the Uterus and Ovaries,” and a gentleman had also promised 
to deal with the subject of “ Milk Fever.” The meeting bade fair to be very 
successful. The only question was the sinews of war. 

The CHAIRMAN said two days would be devoted to business, and the third 
day to pleasure. He hoped that the local society would give the National 
Society a thoroughly west-country welcome. The question was how much 
money would be required. 

Mr. BLoYE suggested that a certain sum should be guaranteed, and that if 
any surplus should be left to the local Association to administer as they might 
think best. The Mayor of Plymouth had promised help, and his worship 
ot very likely grant them rooms for their meetings in the municipal 

uildings. 

Mr. BonD moved that £25 be voted from the funds of the Association to the 
Reception Fund. 

Mr. HEATH seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. BLoye said the general form of entertainment had been an excursion 
on the third day. The Executive Committee at Plymouth proposed that 
there should be a trip around the harbour, and a landing at some convenient 
point for refreshments. 

Mr. Parsons proposed that a circular be sent by the hon. sec. to members, 
inviting subscriptions to the Reception Fund. 

Mr. HEATH seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

Several members at once started the list. The amount promised in the 
room, including the £25 voted by the Association, amounted to £135. 


BoviNE ACTINOMYCOSIS. 


The Hon. SecRETARY then read a paper prepared by Mr. W. S. Morgan 
Scott, of Bridgwater (who was unable to be present). 
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Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—Since Bollinger’s description of the causa 
causams of actinomycosis, material derived from experimental study and 
practical observation has ever been accumulating—nay, more, a number of 
diseases, which in days gone by were defined as cancerous or tuberculous in 
their origin, have now had their proper character displayed and their classi- 
fication adjusted, the majority now being actinomycotic. 

I know not that I am about to introduce much that is new to your notice, 
neither do I hope to give you details with which you are not already cognisant, 
but with a few disjointed thoughts, collected into readable form, [ venture to 
trust the groundwork may be laid upon which to build a profitable discussion. 

Definition.—A specific disease, which occurs chiefly in cattle, less frequently 
in horses, pigs, carnivora, and man, and taking the form most frequently of 
circumscribed swellings. These swellings are characteristic of a chronic 
inflammation, which, when matured, discharge a creamy pus containing 
specific elements, z.¢., the actinomyces. 

History.—Early medical history seems silent, for we find no comment upon 
this disease whatever until the year 1853, when Lebert published a paper on 
pus granulations, in which he observed yellowish grains, which he found in 
certain suppurations, which were evidently due to the presence of this para- 
site. It was, however, left to Bollinger and Hartz, in 1877, to define and 
isolate the actual cause. 

Geographical Distribution.—I believe it is held by some practitioners that 
actinomycosis is to be found most frequently in arable districts, especially 
where a large quantity of barley and rye is grown; this assertion is contrary 
to my experience. I venture to opine that low-lying, flat, damp pasture lands, 
especially in those districts which are subject to flooding, form the most 
admirable nidus for the growth and multiplication of the specific element. 
In my own practice, I find on the high-lying arable farms the disease is 
practically unknown. 

Localisation.—Actinomycosis, as a disease, in some respects is very much 
like tuberculosis, but while the tendency of the latter is to generalise, the 
former is apt to localise, and that, too, usually in the cutaneous and superficial 
structures ; nevertheless, I believe cases of actinomycotic lesions have been 
found in the alimentary and respiratory systems. Never having diagnosed a 
case of general actinomycosis, suffices for me to confine my 1emarks to the 
circumscribed and local forms ; these will be found in the region of the head 
and neck. 

From notes, the collection of the last five years, I am enabled to arrange 
the situations as follows :— 

Soft Structures.—Lingual (48), Pharyngeal (11), Laryngeal (2), Parotideal 
(31), Buccal (13), Submaxillary (21). 

Hard Structures.—Superior Maxillary (4), Inferior Maxillary (6). 

It is interesting to note that in the human subject the regions of the body 
affected, according to the statistics of Illich and Guddet, give in the following 
order of frequency :—Head and neck, comprising the buccal cavity, 55 per 
cent. ; lungs and thorax, 20 per cent. ; abdomen, 20 per cent. ; others, 5 per 
cent. It will be noted that in man the larger percentage of cases occur in 
the cephalic and cervical regions, and so also in bovines. 

Etiology—Among laymen generally, actinomycotic tumours assume a 
variety of names, each district possessing its own particular terms. Among 
the most common are garget, cancer, wens; in America, lumpy jaw (Osler) ; 
when affecting the tongue—tongue garget, wooden tongue, and in Germany 
poe | glossia). As has been previously stated, to Bollinger the credit is 

ue, of discovering the real nature of actinomycosis bovis, but it was the 
biologist Hartz who first described the fungus fully, the former explaining 
their pathogenic significance. 
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From a biological point of view, the fungus is a typical streptothrix ; it is both 
an anzrobe, and a faculative zrobe, so that it proves itself very accomodating 
to artificial cultivation. It grows well on most media, agar agar, gelatine, 
blood serum, bouillon, potato, etc. On gelatine stab cultures it forms a dull, 
yellow growth at the entrance of the needle, the gelatine liquifies, and along 
the course of the stab yellow points form; on potatoes it grows with a 
yellowish-red colour. The growths, when examined microscopically, consist 
usually of short straight rods. 

If a cover glass preparation is made of the discharge from a tumour, and ex- 
amined under a low power, one will see the field studded with masses of small 
granulations, collected into the form of balls. In recent lesions the actino~- 
myces presents itself in the form of a colony composed mainly of leptothrix 
threads, sometimes of a wavy shape, and often arranged in a radiate manner. 
Mixed up with these threads are a number of small round elements, about 
the same diameter as the threads. In still older colonies a third element is 
found, the so-called clubs. These appear at the outer end when matured. 
In very old colonies nothing but clubs are found, giving the colony the 
appearance of a mulberry. 

To stain the organism, Gram’s method is the best ; the stain is easily taken 
up, but it is just as easily got rid of again, so that care must be taken not to 
decolourise too much. Picrocarmine makes a nice contrast stain, the threads 
being stained blue by Gram’s and the clubs red by carmine. 

Mode of Infection.—Johne and others have found the fungus on vegetable 
matter, and that ingestion is the most common method of infection no one 
will deny ; in fact, it is probable that there is no such thing as infection by 
inhalation. I believe also it is quite possible to have cutaneous infection, 
and will detail a case later to prove it. Nevertheless, ingestion seems the 
most common mode of infection. For descriptive purposes the entrance of 
the fungus may be divided into two heads: (a) mediate or direct, (4) inter- 
mediate or indirect infection. By mediate infection we find the tongue, 
larynx, and pharynx affected ; by intermediate we have parotideal, buccal, 
submaxillary lymphatic, submaxillary osseous (superior and inferior) infection. 
Parotideal infection appears to me to possess more than a passing in- 
terest, and I would like here to ask the question—Does the gland 
become affected by the fungus finding its way up Stenson’s duct, or 
does it burrow through the adjacent structures from the pharynx? I 
have noticed that the lower third of the gland is the most common seat for 
tumour formation, just about the position where the duct leaves it. That itis 
possible for the fungus to gain access to the duct no one can deny, but one 
would be pardoned if one expected a certain amount of irritation to be set 
up, with probable tumefaction and destruction of the canal; such a condition, 
or anything approaching it, [ have never seen. Moreover, all those cases of 
parotideal actinomycosis I have seen might be defined as primary, occurring, 
as they do, independent of any other actinomycotic lesions, nor has there been 
any indication of pre-existing actinomycosis. Should the actinomyces find its 
way through the pharyngeal wall one would also expect the lower third of the 
gland to be affected, and it would also be reasonable to expect hypertrophy of 
the wall, if not ulceration of the mucosz, acondition it has not been my lot to 
come across, often as I have looked for it. Gentlemen, these are points I 
should esteem your opinions on. 

As for buccal antinomycosis, I am satisfied the open mouths of the gland 
duct form an all-sufficient portal for the parasites’ entrance. 

Submaxillary lymphatic actinomycosis has, in my experience, always taken 
e consequent upon secondary infection ; lingual or pharyngeal infection 

ing the primary foci. 

Actinomycosis of the superior and inferior maxillary bones takes place 
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through the fungus gaining entrance to the bone bya caried tooth or diseased 
alceolus. 

Pathology.—So far as lingual actinomycosis is concerned little need be said, 
the condition being so familiar to all, save, perhaps, that yellow-coloured 
nodules form in the submucosze. These vary from the size of a small pea to 
that of a bean. As the disease advances ulcerations take place which show 
notendency to heal, but rather to spread, both by continuity and contiguity. The 
edges of the ulcers are slightly crenated, the ulcers themselves presenting a 
velvety appearance. And lastly, in advanced cases the parenchyma may be- 
come infiltrated, the result of a chronic inflammation, connective tissue is 
deposited between and around the muscular fibrilla. The tongue becomes 
enlarged and hardened, constituting so-called wooden tongue (Makroglossia). 

When the disease shows itself in the form of tumefaction, as, for example, 
in the parotid, buccal or submaxillary regions, a modified state of affairs is 
noticed. Consequent upon the entrance of the actinomyces a certain amount 
of irritation is set up at the seat of localisation ; the tissue becomes infiltrated, 
and at this stage if a section is hardened, cut, and examined microscopically, 
in the centre one will note one or more multinucleated giant cells, or some 
granular débris surrounded by giant cells. There may also be present in the 
centre large nucleated or granular protoplasmic and epitheloid cells. Out- 
side these again, but with no definite internal or external line of demarkation, 
lymphoid elements. The lymphoid cells are usually contained in the meshes 
of a more or less fibrillated reticulum. The inflamed swelling, which has, at 
this stage, reached by no means a decided contour, becomes more circum- 
scribed, and should it be removed about this period and sectioned, it will 
show the characteristic of an ordinary fibroid to the nakedeye. As, however, 
it reaches maturity the centre breaks down, suppuration and peptonisation 
takes place, a so-called cold abscess forming. The progress of suppuration 
is a question of some time, depending largely upon the amount of resistance 
offered by the newly-formed ring of cicatricial tissue, also upon the vitality 
and activity of the actinomyces. The wall of the cavity thus formed is lined 
by a layer of pale purplish granulation tissue, which is only slightly 
vascular. If these granulations are examined microscopically they will be 
seen to consist of grains varying from the size of o'1 to 1 m.m. These are 
characteristic of an actinomycotic tumour. I am not aware that any 
distinct vascular system has been found in this new ring of tissue, the 
nourishment coming from adjoining capillaries, and it is owing to the low 
vascularity that one finds the tissue more or less cynotic. When the abscess 
approaches maturation the wall thins, aud in due course points and bursts 
either internally or externally. The discharge consists of a thick creamy 
pus. The pus is very adhesive, of a pale yellowish colour, and would be 
defined by the older pathologists as ‘‘ laudable.” 

In those cases where the bones of the jaw are affected, the disease, if it 
does not take on a more rapid course, is certainly accompanied with more 
pain, being largely accounted for by the fact that the periosteum is greatly 
involved. Alveolar periostitis takes place first. A fibrinous product is 
thrown out which causes considerable swelling, and superficial caries may 
take place. A round-celled infiltration forms, the cancellous plates are 
eaten through, forming larger spaces. This infiltrate may become slightly 
fibrinous constituting progressive osteitis, which may be, and often is, 
followed by ulcerated osteitis or caries. The tissue breaks down, seques- 
trums are formed, cloace result, through which the sanguino-purulent 
material is discharged. When examined microscopically and unstained the 
grains just mentioned consist of round uneven masses having a finely 
granular appearance. Under a microscope with a high power, and the 
specimen stained by Gram’s method, the organism will be seen to consist of 
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a close network of threads or filaments, arranged in an irregular fashion. 
Scattered through these meshes will be found centrally a varying number of 
cocci and peripherally radiating pyriform elements, which swell out at their 
distal extremities constituting the so-called clubs, These are either single or 
branching. This is the most constant form the organism takes ; other 
varieties have been noted, which have been described by various observers. 

Symptoms and course.—Where the dorsum linguas is affected, dribbling of 
saliva is the most constant and most attractive symptom. The submaxillary 
regions is usually swollen and cedematous, the skin hanging in a pendulous 
fashion. There will be more or less difficulty in mastication, and if the top 
of the tongue is affected, prehension of food will also be difficult. In the 
March number of The Veterinarian (1895) | recorded a number of cases of 
lingual actinomycosis. One of these showed the tip of the tongue badly 
ulcerated. It was quite interesting to watch this case prehend its food. He 
could catch it in an awkward fashion, tilt his nose upwards, and in so doing 
throw the bolus on to the back part of the dorsum linguz, and so escaping 
the diseased part. The animal usually shows all the symptoms of inanition, 
and, in advanced stages, loss of appetite. On examination the tongue is 
found to be studded with nodular elevations, hard in consistence and yellow 
in appearance. There may be one or many patches of ulceration, a descrip- 
tion of which I have already given. I may here say it is no uncommon thing 
to find the palatal mucosze ulcerated, the infection spreading from the dorsum 
linguze by contiguity. These should be carefully noted, and not overlooked 
when the tongue is undergoing treatment. Should the tongue be very much 
diseased, the parenchyma becomes disorganised, the result of a productive 
inflammation, constituting so-called wooden tongue. Great difficulty in 
swallowing is now made manifest, and if the root is much diseased, respira- 
tion becomes noisy (whistling or gurgling). 

Treatment—Therapeutical—The selection of drugs to combat disease has 
been, and ever shall be, a thing of fashion. To-day we fondle and caress, in 
a laudatory manner, a certain drug with unmingled feelings of satisfaction, 
as if our whole professional reputation depended on its early use and con- 
tinued application ; to-morrow, our faith is shaken ; its specific infalibility is 
gone, and we are helplessly left destitute, condemning medicine as a huge 
farce. In therapeutics there are few who admit of specifics, while others 
deny their existence 2 ¢ofo. But in the whole range of medicinal agents, if 
there is such a thing as a specific to be found, such an agent is potassium 
iodide. At any rate, this drug seems to exert a specific action upon the actino- 
myces. Nocard, in 1885, recommended the administration of potassium iodide 
in the treatment of actinomycosis Bovis, and now that drug stands in an almost 
unique position for its therapeutical value. 

Dosage.—\ am quite at one with those who advocate small doses in prefer- 
ence to large ones. The absorbing elements of the system can only take up 
a given quantity of nourishment in the shape of food, and so with medicine. 
If the salts of potassium are administered in large doses, nature will use up 
in her metabolism what she can, the remainder will be excreted and lost to 
the system. Speaking broadly, I usually give in cattle practice half-dram 
doses night and morning. Like a great many other drugs, the modus operandi 
of potassium iodide is imperfectly understood ; we know, however, that it is 
quickly absorbed into the tissues, undergoes decomposition, iodine being 
liberated, which apparently combines with albuminoids, acting specially upon 
the lymphatic glands and vessels, hastening metabolism and promoting ab- 
sorption. Add to these the easy excretion of the drug through the elimina- 
tive organs, 2.¢., the saliva (if one can call it such), the kidneys and the skin, 
and one can readily see how the drug comes to act upon the actinomyces, and 
especially in the lingual form. Iodine also seems to possess great power of 
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diffusion, and, in from five to twelve hours after administration, it can be 
found in the various excreta. In urine I have repeatedly detected it by the 
following test: Add a few drops of yellow nitric acid or a very weak 
solution of chlorine water to the urine desired to be tested. Shake well, 
and then add a solution of starch, when the liquid will assume an intense 
purple colour. The same results can be obtained if a piece of starched 
calico is dipped into liquid. When a solution of chlorine is used the 
tester must be careful not to use it to strong, as the iodine which is liberated 
by the solution may combine with the chlorine and form chloride of iodine. 

After death the iodine has been found in the blood, urine, brain, spinal 
cord, most internal organs, and even in bones and muscle (Cogswell). I may 
say, en passant, | give the drug along with 7-ounce doses of sodium chloride, 
this salt assisting in the liberation of iodine; and that, when possible, I 
restrict the animals’ diet, evading, as much as possible, starchy food. 

Another drug which has gained considerable favour of late years, and has 
largely taken the place of potassium iodide, is the higher iodide of mercury, 
I have treated, in all, something like thirty cases, the majority being of the 
lingual form, and from results obtained, I opine it is quite as efficacious as 
the potassium salt. If my memory does not fail me, it was Professor Hobday 
who directed the profession’s attention to this drug, and, as a matter of fact, 
I seldom use iodide of potassium now, the former drug being considerably 
cheaper. I usually begin with 5-grain doses once daily, also combined with 
sodium chloride, gradually increasing to 7 or 8 grains. In one case I pushed 
the drug as far as to produce a hypertrophic congestion of the lymphatic 
glands in the inside of the hind legs and also along the neck. That animal, 
a two-year-old steer, received, in all, 136 grains in 21 days. The drug also 
seems to produce in some cases, where it is followed up, depilation and 
scurvyness of the skin. I have also noted, after it is discontinued, cattle do 
remarkably well, laying on condition fast. 

To sum up the merits of these two drugs, I consider the mercurial iodide 
quite as efficacious as the potassium salt, but neither in themselves is 
capable of completely destroying the actinomyces when once they are fully 
established in the tissues. I believe, however, that these preparations check 
the growth of the fungus, and I also believe, in moderate cases, if they were 
persevered with for a long period, that complete recovery may eventually 
follow. But I am afraid that in the majority of cases the patience of our 
clients would be too severely tasked to warrant the practitioner following up 
this line of treatment alone. Incomplete, therefore, as this course of treat- 
ment is by itself, yet, combined with local application when practicable, one 
may expect a good percentage of recoveries. My remarks now particularly 
apply to actinomycosis, and I may at once remark that where the tongue is the 
seat of the disease I put a great deal of dependence upon local application 
and how it is applied. The mouth having been previously freed of all food 
material, I grasp the tip of the tongue with the left hand, on which I put an 
old glove—this gives one a better hold, and prevents the tongue from slipping 
—I seldom, or never, use a mouth gag. Should thejorgan be at all indurated, 
or the nodules pronounced, I make it a practice to scarify deeply, after which 
the tongue is set free, care being taken to allow some time to elapse before 
applying the dressing; in short, till all the haemorrhage has ceased. The 
dressing I apply once daily, using considerable friction with a spar, on one 
end of which there is wound round a piece of tow; this end is dipped into 
the lotion and well rubbed into the diseased parts. The lotion used is after 
the following formula :— 

Iodine... oe 7 drams. 
Pot. Iodid .. os oe 4 dram. 
Spt. Vini. Meth. .. es ae oe oe 7 drams. 
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I think itis an item of considerable importance that the lotion should be 
strong; in fact, the strength of the lotion and method of application form 
the surest criterions for success in these cases. Although the removal of acti- 
nomycotic tumours properly comes under surgical treatment, yet in some 
instances local medical preparations are sometimes employed in the form of 
caustics, of which each practitioner employs his own particular favourite. 
These escharotics are applied to the swellings with friction, and by their 
caustic effect cause the whole tumour to slough out; the wound eventually 
healing by cicatrisation. The principle, however, to say the least, is barbaric; 
nevertheless, the results, one must admit prove by no means unsatisfactory. 

Surgical Interference.—Where the actinomyces locate themselves in the 
subcutaneous tissues, for, as we have already noted, their pathological signifi- 
cance is asserted sometimes in the form of circumscribed swellings, which 
may obtain considerable size, it is obvious that therapeutics can avail but 
little in their removal. We must therefore look to surgery to afford relief. 
It is a well-known fact that actinomycotic tumours take a long time to reach 
maturition, but should the practitioner be called in when the growth has 
reached maturity, the treatment is very simple. The swelling is lanced at its 
softest and most dependant part, the contents evacuated, the cavity irrigated 
with an antiseptic, after which it is plugged with cotton wool, saturated in 
tincture of iodine, and left in for a few days. Little further trouble is usually 
given ; the cavity filling with granulations, the resulting enlargement usually 
disappearing in time. When the veterinary surgeon is called in to see a 
growth which is hard and schirrous to the touch, and the owner desires its 
removal, considerably more trouble awaits the attendant. The animal must 
be fasted over-night preparatory to being cast next day. Should the tumour 
be situated in the parotideal or buccal region the patient is cast on the 
opposite side to the one affected. I may mention that in throwing cattle | 
don’t use a sideline, which, I believe, is the usual practice, but simply 
a long thin plough rein. The animal is placed in an open yard, a 
pair of bulldogs put in the nose, and held by an assistant; one end of 
the rope is fixed round the roots of the horns and brought down the right 
side of the neck to behind the shoulder blade; there it forms a right 
angle, the rope being placed round the chest and is looped into the above- 
named angle. The rope is then continued backward for about 15 to 18 
inches, thrown over the back again, brought up under the abdomen, and 
again looped in the angle already made. This process is repeated once 
more, the loop this time grasping the abdomen just in front of the mamme. 
The end of the rope is now pulled, and by reason of which the head is drawn 
to the left side, the hoops (so-called) are tightened, and with a feeling of 
compression the animal lies down quietly. The head is secured by an 
assistant, the fore legs tied with slips and bent at the knee, the hind legs 
pulled up to the abdomen and tied to the middle loop. The patient firmly 
secured in a recumbent position, the skin at the seat of operation is cleaned 
and made aseptic, the hair cut or shaved. I usually inject a solution of 
cocaine under the skin before operating. When possible, care is taken to 
make the skin incision a vertical one, so that a stitch can be left undone to 
admit of drainage. A good-sized incision made, the tumour is now dissected 
out. This is a process which requires a good amount of patience and 
anatomical precision, for, as a rule, important vessels are to be found in the 
region of the tumours. In the buccal region the submaxillary vessels are to 
be borne in mind, and in the region of the parotid the vital branches of the 
jugular vein. In the former case the tumour, in my experience, is invariably 
situated under the submaxillary vessels ; in fact, the tendency of the growth 
is to push the vessels in an upward direction. 

I remember operating on a shorthorn cow with a buccal tumour which 
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weighed 1#lbs., and, through carelessness on my part, I cut the submaxillary 
vein. Pressure was applied to check the hemorrhage, the tumour removed 
with great difficulty, andthe cavity plugged with surgeons lint, andthe wound 
sutured. In 24 hours’ time the part had swollen to the size of two melons, 
On the fourth day the sutures were undone, the lint was removed, and the 
wound re-sutured. Ina short time the wound had healed, and the animal 
did well afterwards. 

After the skin has been incised, the edges are pulled apart with retractors, 
and the tumour carefully dissected. I find a blunt-pointed, semi-curved pair 
of scissors very useful in dissecting the growth, for by using them hzmorr- 
hage is diminished, and the danger of opening a vital vessel, should the 
animal struggle, minimised. 

The tumour is, as a rule, easy to remove; in fact, one usually can enucleate 
it, except perhaps at its root, where it seems most adherent. It is very 
essential to note that care must be taken not to cut or puncture the tumour 
in removing it and allow the infective material, which is invariable found in 
the centre, to escape. In one case I had the misfortune to cut the tumour, 
while attempting to steer clear of a vital vein, with the result that in two 
months’ time I had to deal with another tumour in the same situation, but 
this case proved instructive, inasmuch as it showed there is such a thing as 
local infection in actinomycosis. 

The tumour removed, after-treatment is very simple, and I have had no 
untoward results following any case I have operated on. If in the region 
of the jaws, I order all food to be withheld for 24 hours, and then kept on 
sloppy food for three or four more days. Care must also be taken not to tie 
an animal up with a neck chain for some time. 

In those cases where the bony structures become invaded, hopes for 
recovery are very remote indeed, surgical interference being of little avail 
unless seen early. I usually suggest the application of a strong caustic, and 
saturate the system with hydrargum biniodide. Under such a course the 
growth will not disappear, but if started early I have been successful in 
keeping the disease in check. Having operated on only one case in which the 
lower jaw was the seat of disease, I feel I can express myself very freely ; 
suffice it, therefore, for me to say that the animal was cast, the skin incised, 
and the growth laid bare and scraped bodily away, and the wound dressed 
with iodoform and iodine once daily for a week, after which an ordinary 
antiseptic was used, and the wound healed without further trouble. About 
three weeks ago I had a look at the subject, and find the jaw is beginning to 
enlarge at the same place again. It is about fifteen months since the 
operation was done. 

Preventive Measures.—Incomplete as this paper is, the writer who failed 
to make a remark upon the prevention of actinomycosis would be guilty of 
an oversight which, to say the least, would be unpardonable. In those cases 
where the tongue is the seat of disease, the animal must be isolated, the 
dribbling saliva contaminating fodder and pastures. Where tumefaction is 
the order of things, no danger of infection takes place until the tumour 
bursts, at which time the patient should also be isolated. All diseased 
pasture lands should be top-dressed with salt, lime (gas), nitrate of soda, and, 
when possible, cultivated. All damp pastures should be drained. 

In bringing my remarks to a close, I cannot but express myself as being 
fully alive to the fact that this paper is full of imperfections, while wanting in 
completeness, but I feel assured you will accord me your leniency when I 
state the routine of a busy practice tyranically scorns the idea of a quiet 
retreat, the essential of deep thought and sound study, and the foster-parent 
of a successful paper. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your patient and courteous hearing. 
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Mr. R. PENHALE (Tollington) handed round the jaw of a bull, about one- 
and-a-half years old, which, he pointed out, suffered from the disease in a 
manner as made it extremely difficult to operate. He had the animal 
killed. 

Mr. HeEaTH said they were very much indebted to Mr. Scott for the 
valuable paper which he had written. There were districts where actinomy- 
cosis was frequently met with, and other places where it was not often seen. 
The district in which they met was not very fertile for actinomycosis. He, 
however, at present had four cows on one farm, one of which was affected in 
the jaw, and the other in the neighbourhood of the throat. The same farmer 
lost a cow last year. He had never had his animals treated before, as he 
thought they could not be cured of it. Of the four cows, two were now much 
better. In the animal that died last year, the man who opened it found four 
tumours of actinomycosis, all of which had discharged, two between the 
pharynx and the stomach. Four tumours had formed in that part, and two 
of them had burst into the canal, and that was the cause of the animal’s 
death. Veterinary surgeons had successfully treated this disease since they 
had known of the iodide treatment. Only a few months ago he used the 
biniodide of mercury and iodide of potassium in combination, and brought 
about a successful recovery. Mr. Scott seemed to have had a good deal of 
experience in his district of this disease, and he (the speaker) should be 
inclined to follow his system in excising these tumours. He did not know 
any better plan than that which Mr. Scott had adopted, and he could bear 
testimony to its excellence. 

Mr. Bonp said he had had a good many cases of the disease in cattle, and 
he adopted the system referred to, giving iodide of potassium and biniodide 
of mercury. The latter was better, as it was rather cheaper. He had a case 
the other day of a heifer which had an immense swollen head, almost double 
its normal size, due to actinomycosis, and he prescribed five grains twice daily 
of biniodide, dissolved by means of a little iodide of potassium. After 
a fortnight’s treatment the head got back to its normal size. Soon after he 
heard the animal was dead. It died suddenly. Having become, it seemed, 
intoxicated and stupefied, the treatment was stopped. He supposed it was 
a case of poisoning. As far as his experience went, it seemed that biniodide 
treatment was quite equal to iodide of potassium. He had a case, he 
remembered, where the nasal chamber was affected. Still, some lesions, 
though differently constituted, got all right under the same treatment. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that as Mr. Scott was not present, it would be 
well to adjourn the discussion until the next meeting. His own experience 
was that it was not wise to trust to one remedy. If they found that iodide 
did not succeed, it was wise to change to biniodide. There was a great 
danger of poisoning animals with biniodide. With iodide this did not occur. 
He was interested in actinomycosis, because in his district there had been a 
man with the disease who had been advised in London that iodide of 
potassium would not cure him, and yet he had been cured by iodide 
treatment. 

The CHAIRMAN moved an adjournment of the discussion. 

Mr. PENHALE (Torrington) seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. PARsons, seconded by Mr. ELDER, the Chairman 
was thanked for presiding. 

On the motion of Mr. Bonn, seconded by Mr. PENHALE (Holsworthy), 
Mr. Scott was heartily thanked for his payer. 
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ANIMALS ACT, 1864 anpD 1899. 


SUMMARY OF RETURNS OF OUTBREAKS, for the four weeks ending 
March 18th, 1899. 


ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Pusemenie. Swine Fever. (including Rabies. Anthrax. (for month of 
Farcy). February.) 
| | 
Outbreaks 178 | Outbreaks 69) Outbreaks 29 
None |Slaughtered| |Attacked 120, Attacked Ovtbreaks 373 
2,110 
SCOTLAND. 
| 
Outbreaks 7|Outbreaks o Outbreaks 7, 
None Slaughtered | Attacked’ 12 None Attacked 7|Outbreaks 
236 
IRELAND. 
(For four weeks ending 11th March). 
| Dogs 3 | 
Outbreaks 29 ‘Other ani- (Outbreaks 1 
None Slaughtered None mals Attacked 1 Outbreaks 95 
527 Destroyed 51 | 


SUMMARY OF RETURNS OF OUTBREAKS, for the four weeks ending 
April 15th, 1899. 
ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Pleuro- Glanders Sheep-Scab 
Pacumesia. Swine Fever. (including Rabies. Anthrax. (for month ef 


Farcy). March.) 


| 
| Outbreaks 
Attacked 70 


Outbreaks 195 Outbreaks 44 
None. |Slaughtered |Attacked 70, 


* A case of rabies occurred in a dog landed in Great Britain on the 2oth ult. in 

suance of a licence granted by the Board of Agriculture under the Importation of 
Dogs Order of 1897, and detained under supervision in the North Riding of Yorkshire 
under the usual conditions attached to such licences. 


None Outbreaks 184 
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SCOTLAND. 
Glanders Sheep-scab 
Swine Fever. Rabies. Anthrax. ~ of 
Outbreaks 4/Outbreaks 2 Outbreaks 10 
None 17) Attacked 36|Utbreaks 1 
IRELAND. 
0. 
tbreaks 38 Out 2 Other ani- 
None Slaughtered (Attacked 2) mals None Outbreaks so 
564 Destroyed 45 


Legal sews. 


CRUELTY CASE AT CARLISLE. 


At the Courts, Carlisle,on March 18th, William Little, farmer, Thurstonfield, 
and Joseph W. Hewson, veterinary surgeon, Carlisle, were charged at the 
instance of Inspector Kennedy, R.S.P.C.A., with causing a cow to be cruelly 
ill-treated on December 3oth last, and William Lockhart, currier, Thurston- 
field, was charged with ill-treating the cow on the same date.—Mr. Errington 
appeared for the prosecution; Mr. G. A. Lightfoot defended all the accused, 
who were jointly charged—From Mr. Errington’s opening statement it 
appeared that on the date named the defendant Little had a cow which 
commenced to calve about 6 p.m. Difficulty was experienced, and Mr. 
Hewson was sent for. Mr. Hewson sent his assistant, and the animal 
was attended all night. Next morning Mr. Hewson was sent for, and found 
on arrival that it was a hopeless case. Mr. Hewson recommended that the 
animal be at once slaughtered, but instead of this being done on the spot, 
Little and Hewson caused the cow to be driven a distance of three-quarters 
of a mile into a plantation, where it was shot. 

John Harrison, farmer, Thurstonfield, having given evidence as to seeing 
the cow in the plantation, Police-constable Burrow was called, and having 
stated that he held out no promise or threat to the defendant Little when he 
saw him, went on to relate that Little had told him what occurred in relation 
to the cow, the sending for the veterinary surgeon, the arrival of Mr. Hewson’s 
assistant, and the subsequent arrival of Mr. Hewson. Little said that when 
Mr. Hewson arrived the latter said he could do nothing for the cow, that they 
should get her away as soon as they could, and that the longer they kept her 
the more difficult it would be to get her away. 

Witness next saw the defendant Lockhart, who told him he drove the cow 
along the road and shot her, adding that she went slowly and reauired a 
“touch up” occasionally.—Cross-examined : He made no note of the con- 
versation at the time, but he reported on the occurrence in the usual way. 


f 

5 

+ 

n 

yf 


388 The Veterinary Journal. 


Superintendent Graham deposed that he saw the defendant Hewson on 
January 18th in reference to this case. He met Hewson at 6 p.m. in Mary 
Street and asked him if he remembered attending Mr. Little’s cow at 
Thurstontield. Hewson replied, “I remember the case quite well.” Witness 
then asked if he considered the cow was fit to go along the road under the 
circumstances. Mr. Hewson replied that the cow was fit to be moved and 
was moved under his directions. He knew the place she was going to.— 
Cross-examined by Mr. Lightfoot: He made no note of the conversation at 
the time, but a few minutes afterwards, when he got to his office, he did so. 
He told Hewson the cow was taken to the woods, because he knew the 
carcase was intended for dogs’ food. The dogs were kept in the village. He 
did not suggest to Mr. Hewson that he had been to blame, but he considered 
he had been a party to the offence. 

Inspector Kennedy deposed that on January 25th he saw the defendant 
Little, in company with Police Constable Burrow, with reference to the cow. 
Little said that Hewson told him he was to “get the cow away as long as she 
could go.” With a slight touch the cow got on her feet and seemed quite 
lively. Witness asked him how it was he did not have the cow destroyed on 
the premises. whereupon Little replied, “To save trouble and expense of 
carting the carcase up to the plantation for the dogs. Mr. Hewson directed 
me to drive her there, and you had better call and see Mr. Hewson.” The 
same night witness saw Mr. Hewsor near his surgery. Hewson said, “ Yes, 
I know all about it. Whatever was done was done by my orders. If 
anything was wrong I am responsible. Never mind Little or Lockhart. 
Tackle me and I'll stand the whacks.—Cross-examined by Mr. Lightfoot, 
Inspector Kennedy said he could give no idea of why Mr. Hewson advised 
that the cow should be slaughtered. If the cow had been slaughtered on the 
spot it would have been saved much pain. His opinion was that the moment 
the cow had begun to calve it was unfit to travel. 

Mr. George Elphick, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle, stated that having heard the 
evidence given in this case he considered the cow was not in a fit condition 
to be driven three-quarters ofa mile, and it was his opinion that it was cruelty 
that she was driven that distance. 

Mr. F. Brown and Mr. Tennant, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle, gave evidence 
similar to Mr. Elphick’s, agreeing with him that a cow in labour was unfit to 
travel._—This closed the case for the prosecution. 

For the defence, Mr. Lightfoot (having been informed that the charge 
against Lockhart would be withdrawn) said that on behalf of Little he should 
submit no cruelty had been committed at all. The argument on behalf of 
Lockhart, by reason of which he, as a servant, had been withdrawn from the 
case, applied equally in Little’s case. This cow began to calve prematurely, 
but Little did what could be done by sending off for the veterinary surgeon. 
Little was only a poor man, he had only had the cow a week, and had 
bought it for £13. When Mr. Hewson arrived on the scene, he advised 
Little that the cow was doomed. Little acted on the instructions of his 
veterinary surgeon in regard to what he did, and it would be a shame to say 
that he should pay the penalty for following that advice. If there was any 
blame in the matter let it be put on Mr. Hewson, but on his behalf it was 
his duty to take the ‘point that it had not been shown that Mr. Hewson 
caused the animal to be ill-treated At the most, all that could be said was 
that Mr. Hewson had been careless. Finally, he submitted as a point of 
law that Mr. Hewson did not “cause” the cow to be ill-treated. 

Mr. Errington, replying on the point of law, quoted the case of “ Bennford 
v. Tims,” in which a veterinary surgeon was charged as aiding and abetting 
the principal (who was not charged with the offence), to show that it rested 
with the justices to decide whether, under the circumstances and on the facts 
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Mr. Hewson was liable. Under the decision in ‘‘ Duncan v. Pope” this year, 
it was not necessary to consider the intention to commit cruelty; all they 
had to find was whether cruelty had been committed. 

The point of law having been overruled, defendant Hewson was called, 
and deposed that he saw the cow at six o'clock on the morning of December 
30th. Having examined the animal, he told Little he had better have the 
cow destroyed at once. The cow was not weak at all, but it was in con- 
sequence of the condition of the calf, with an abnormal presentation, that he 
advised the slaughter of the cow. He had considerable difficulty in making 
Little realise that the cow must be slaughtered. Shortly after that the cow 
walked out of the byre itself. Some time later he found out to his surprise 
that the cow had been slaughtered in the wood, which was three times as far 
away as he had thought. The calf had been dead over a day, but the cow 
might have lived two or three days.—Cross-examined by Mr. Errington: If 
the cow was unfit to travel to the plantation, she was also unfit to travel to 
the place where he thought she was going. He ascertained that various 

ple had attempted to deal with the cow before he arrived on the scene. 
The calf had been dead two days in his opinion, or perhaps 2} days. He 
would not say 23 days. There was nothing abnormal about the condition of 
the cow, but she was bound to die. He denied using the language Inspector 
Kennedy atributed to him. He never said he would “ stand the whacks.” 

Mr. Hurst, M.R.C.V.S., assistant to the defendant Hewson, stated that at 
three o’clock in the morning he told the defendant Little that the cow would 
have to be slaughtered. Mr. Hewson arrived about six o’clock. The cow 
was not in a weak condition. 

Cross-examined: He had been practising in Manchester, Cambridge, 
Exeter, and Somersetshire, and it was the first time he had met such a case 
as this. He tried his best for two hours to deal with the case. Before he got 
there, from eight o'clock the previous evening, several people had been trying 
to deal with the matter, but the cow was not weak or distressed. He did not 
take her temperature, nor did he use chloroform. 

Edward Graham, Thurstonfield, a neighbour of the defendant Little, who 
attempted first to attend to the cow, stated that he sent for Mr. Holliday, 
Kirkbampton. After Mr. Holliday had seen the cow it was agreed to send 
for a veterinary. 

gyms Holliday, Kirkbampton, gave similar evidence. 

r. Henry Thompson, F.R.C.V.S., Aspatria, stated that he had had a good 
many such cases as this to deal with. From what he had heard he should 
have considered it was the most humane thing to slaughter the cow at once. 
It was a common thing to drive a cow a mile from the pasture to the byre 
to be calved. 

Mr. Croudace, V.S., Haltwhistle, and Mr. John Armstrong, V.S., Penrith, 
were also called for the defence. The latter described Mr. Hewson’s advice 
as the most humane thing that could have been done, and declared that the 
cow suffered no pain when being driven along the road. 

In reply to Mr. Butler, the defendant Hewson said there would be a period 
during which all pain would cease in a cow similarly situated to the one 
mentioned in the charge; but this statement was directly contradicted by 
Mr. Elphick. 

The magistrates then retired, and on returning into court at 20 minutes to 
7, after about a quarter of an hour's absence, Mr. Horrocks said the evidence 
had been extremely interesting and a little conflicting, but the conclusion at 
which the magistrates had been obliged to arrive was that the two defendants 
Hewson and Little were both guilty of the charge made against them. There 
could be no doubt that this animal was in such a condition that it was necessary 
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o destroy it, and that being the case it ought to have been destroyed with as 
little suffering to the animal as possible. It should have been slaughtered as 
near the place where it was found in the byre as convenient, not driven a 
distance of three-quarters of a mile to a place where, he supposed, it was 
more convenient that the body should be placed. Under these circumstances 
the Bench felt bound to convict, but they had taken the most favourable view 
of it that they could. The full penalty was £5, but the defendant Hewson 
would be fined £2 10s. and costs, while the defendant Little, for whom the 
Bench were more or less sorry, would be fined tos. and costs.—The costs 
amounted to £10 15s. The hearing of the case occupied nearly seven hours, 
during the whole of which time the court had been crowded.—7The Carlisle 


Journal. 
A successful Appeal. 

The Easter Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the County of Cumberland 
were held at the Courts, Carlisle, on Tuesday, April 4th, R. S. Ferguson, 
Esq., in the chair. Mr. W. T. Carr, of Sunny Croft, Dalston, was foreman of 
the grand jury. 

Mr. Joseph William Hewson, M.R.C.V.S., Carlisle, appealed against the 
recent decision of the county magistrates sitting at Carlisle, fining him 
£2 los. and costs for causing cruelty to a cow at Thurstonfield on December 
30th. The case appeared to have aroused considerable interest in the 
veterinary profession, and the court was well filled during the hearing of the 
appeal, which occupied about five hours. 

Mr. Shepherd Little (instructed by Messrs. Donald, Ostell, and Lightfoot) 
appeared for the appellant, and Mr. Colam and Mr. Hills (instructed by Mr. 
Errington) for the respondent, Inspector Kennedy, of the R.S.P.C.A. 

Mr. Colam said as the appeal necessitated the re-hearing of the case, it was 
his duty, as representing the respondent, to begin. It appeared that Mr. 
Little, a farmer at Thurstonfield, had a cow which on the 29th of December, 
1898, was about to give birth to calf. Several attempts were made to take 
away the calf, but it was found to be dead. Mr. Hewson was sent for, and, 
from statements he made subsequently, he found the animal suffering from 
inflammation and swelling. It was quite impossible to relieve the cow, and 
by his advice it was walked three-quarters of a mile to a plantation, where it 
was slaughtered. There could be no doubt that the animal was walked to 
the plantation to save the trouble of carting its carcase there subsequently, 
and eminent veterinary surgeons would tell the Court that they could not 
conceive a more cruel thing to do. Cruelty had been defined to be the 
causing of unnecessary suffering without reasonable and adequate excuse, 
and it had been held that a veterinary surgeon who counselled an act of 
cruelty to be done could be convicted under the Act as a principal offender. 
The owner of this cow had been convicted, and he contended that the 
veterinary surgeon, who ought to have known the nature of the act a great 
deal better, was at least equally liable. 

Evidence was then called on behalf of the respondent. 

John Harrison, farmer, Thurstonfield, stated that on Friday, the 30th Dec., 
he saw a man come from Mr. Stordy’s plantation with a gun. Half-an-hour 
afterwards he went into the plantation and saw a cow lying dead. The feet 
of acalf were protruding from the cow. The plantation was over half-a-mile 
from Mr. Little’s farm. 

William Lockhart, who is employed by Mr. Stordy, stated that he was a 
defendant in the court below, but he was acquitted. He drove the cow from 
Mr. Little’s farm to Mr. Stordy’s plantation. The cow was lying at the farm, 
and he saw the foot of a calf protruding from it. No one told him to take the 
cow to the plantation. There was no difficulty in getting it there. In cross- 
examination the witness said the cow could have travelled to Carlisle without 
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any trouble. Ifthe animal had been distressed when he passed the tanyard 
he would have shot it there. The cow was intended for the hounds which 
were kept at the tanyard. It was travelling so well that he had to turn it into 
the plantation, and had to stop it when it got there. Indeed, it was so well 
that it commenced rubbing itself against a tree. 

Superintendent Graham said he saw the appellant on January 18th, and 
asked him if he remembered attending Mr. Little’s cow. The appellant 
replied, ‘‘I remember the case quite well.” He asked him if he considered 
‘the cow quite fit to travel the distance she had done after what she had under- 
gone, and Mr. Hewson replied that whatever was done was done by his direc- 
tions. The witness said the cow had travelled half a mile to the plantation ; 
and the appellant said the cow was quite fit, and that whatever was done was 
done by his directions. 

Inspector Kennedy, of the R.S.P.C.A., stated that he saw the appellant 
with reference to the case on the 25th January. Mr. Hewson said, “I know 
all about it. Whatever has been done has been done by my orders. I gave 
instructions that the cow should be travelled to the plantation, and if anything 
has been done wrong, never mind Little and Lockhart, tackle me, and I will 
stand the whacks. The cow was perfectly well able to walk the journey. I 
want this case brought on once for all, and settle this humbugging interfer- 
ence.” The witness asked him what the complications were, and he replied, 
“You know farmers will try to do*the job themselves without calling in a 
veterinary surgeon, and when I got there I found there was no hopes of saving 
the cow’s life.” The appellant said the cow was greatly swollen and inflamed. 
‘Continuing, the appellant said, ‘I advised Mr. Little to have her destroyed. 
She was turned from the byre into the yard, and she seemed so lively that I 
had some difficulty in persuading Mr. Little that her life could not be saved.” 
He told the appellant that the witnesses spoke to the calf's two feet protrud- 
ing from the cow. The appellant said, “I will not dispute that, but it was not 
the case when I left at eight o'clock.” Speaking as to the distance of the 
plantation from the farm, the appeilant said, ‘‘I was perfectly well aware of 
the distance ; I know the place very well.” The distance from Mr. Little’s 
farm to the tanyard was 440 yards, and from the farm to the plantation 1,440 
yards ; that was by the way the cow was driven. In cross-examination the 
witness said he did not go and see Mr. Hewson for the purpose of getting 
admissions with a view to making up a case against him.” He went to him at 
the request of Mr. Little, and to get an explanation. He took no notes of the 
conversation. There was a shorter road from Mr. Little’s farm to the tanyard, 
but the cow was not taken by it. 

Mr. Elphick, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle, said his opinion, after hearing the 
evidence given, was that the cow was not in a fit state to travel. She must 
have suffered considerable pain, and the travelling would accentuate it. In 
cross-examination, the witness said cows were sometimes taken with parturi- 
tion pains in the fields and were walked to the byres. That would cause 
them pain. There were intervals during which a cow would not suffer pain, 
and it was possible to drive her in those intervals without causing pain. 
From the description which had been given he should say it was not true that 
this cow walked to the plantation without pain. It would have been cruelty 
to drive the cow even 300 yards. Cows were very peculiar animals, and 
very slow indeed to show signs of pain and excitability. People used to 
them could, however, observe that they were suffering pain. It was possible 
that the cow would show no signs of pain. 

Mr. G. W. Tennant, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle, said the cow was not in a fit 
‘condition to travel any distance. Assuming that inflammation had set in, the 
pain would be very severe, and it would be increased by the travelling of the 
animal. In cross-examination, he said the cow should not have been moved 
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at all. A veterinary surgeon would observe that the cow was in pain whem 
being travelled, but other persous might not. 

Mr. Brown, V.S., Newcastle, also gave it as his opinion that this cow was 
not in a fit condition to be travelled. In cross-examination, he said he did 
not believe that this cow could travel well. Two veterinary surgeons who 
saw the cow should be able to state whether she was able to travel, and if 
they said she was fit to travel he would take their verdict on it. 

Professor Pritchard, an ex-President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, said, assuming that the evidence was correct as to the inflammation 
and the position and condition of the calf, it would be a most cruel act to 
travel the cow. In cross-examination, he said he was called in as an expert 
to deal with cows, but he gave up practice with regard to their parturition 25 
years ago. It was not true that he was retained to give evidence on behalf 
of the Royal Society in cases of this character. Indeed, it was not unfrequent 
for him to appear against the Society. 

Mr. William Hunting, of Chelsea, an ex-President and Fellow of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, also gave evidence to the effect that the cow 
was not fit to travel in the condition in which the witnesses stated that it 
was. In cross-examination, the witness said it would be a reflection on the 
intelligence of a professional man to say that he might be mistaken as to 
whether the cow was suffering pain. It was 25 years ago since he ceased 
attending in cases of parturition. The proper thing to do with this cow was 
to destroy it. The benefit to be derived from getting a cow into a byre to 
calve would justify the moving of a cow from a field, but it was not justifiable 
to move a cow in this condition simply for the purpose of destroying it. 

Mr. Colam said that was the case for the respondent. 

Mr. Little said he would call his witnesses before he addressed the 
Court. 

Mr. Hewson, the appellant, deposed that he had been seven years in 
Carlisle as a veterinary surgeon. He arrived at Mr. Little’s place at six 
o'clock on the morning of 30th December. On examination, he found that 
the cow was calving prematurely. The calf had been dead two days, and 
decomposition had set in. The cow was in no way exhausted, and there was 
no symptom of inflammation. He advised Mr. Little to have the cow des- 
troyed. Mr. Little was surprised that the cow should be put down, as he 
had only had it ten days, and had paid £13 for it. He went away for his 
horse, and when he returued the cow was walking about the yard. He again 
advised Mr. Little to have it put down and pointed out that there was a 
slaughter-house in the village, a short distance away. He was not aware 
that the cow would be taken any further than the tanyard. She could have 
travelled to the tanyard without pain. It was not until his conversation with Mr. 
Graham that he learned that the cow had been driven to the tanyard. At the 
time he left Mr. Little’s farm the calf was not protruding. In cross-examina- 
tion, the appellant denied that he told Mr. Graham or the inspector that he 
took the whole responsibility for what had taken place. {t would not have 
been cruelty to drive the cow either to the tanyard or the plantation, There 
was no inflammation. 

Mr. W. H. Hurst, M.R.C.V.S., assistant with Mr. Hewson, said he went to 
see the cow at one o'clock in the morning of the 30th December, and two 
hours afterwards sent for Mr. Hewson. There was no inflammation and the 
animal showed no symptoms of pain. She was in a condition to travel to 
the tanyard. 

Mr. Edward Graham, farmer, Thurstonfield, who was called in by Mr. 
Little to see the cow before the veterinary was sent for, said when he last 
pera she was chewing her cud, and nobody would suppose that anything. 
ailed her. 
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Mr. Jonathan Holliday, farmer, Kirkbampton, said he saw the cow in Mr. 
Little’s yard on the 30th, and she then looked all right. 

Mr. John Boustield deposed that the distance from Mr. Little’s yard to the 
tanyard was 288 yards, and to the plantation 1,204 yards. 

Mr. Thomas Stordy, tanner and farmer, Thurstonfield, said he sent Lockhart 
for the cow, and left it to his discretion as to where he was to take her to be 
slaughtered. 

Professor Williams, principal of the New Veterinary College, Edinburgh, 
said there had been no evidence in this case that the cow suffered any pain 
at all. There was nothing in the animal's condition which ought to have led 
Mr. Hewson or Mr. Hurst to have anticipated pain. In cross-examination, 
the witness said if there had been conveniences on the premises it would 
have been preferable to have slaughtered the cow there, and then this 
question would not have arisen. There were other cattle in the byre, and 
the slaughtering of the cow there might have brought about abortion amongst 
them, There was nothing to prevent the cow travelling. There was no 
evidence of inflammation or of pain. 

Professor Dewar, of the Edinburgh Veterinary College, said there was 
nothing to show that the cow was manifesting the least symptoms of pain, 
and the animal itself was the best evidence they could have. All the 
appearances which had been described were consistent with absolute pain- 
lessness. The two veterinary surgeons who saw the animal were best able 
to form an opinion as to whether it was fit to travel. In cross-examination, 
he said that on the evidence he would say that this cow was fit to travel. He 
would not advise the travelling of a cow with a partially delivered calf. 

Professor McCall, principal of the Glasgow Veterinary College, said he did 
not think this cow would suffer pain from being travelled. There was no 
evidence to show that it suffered from inflammation. In cross-examination, 
he said that if there had been inflammation and swelling, it would be wrong 
to travel the cow. If there was no inflammation, he would not hesitate to 
travel it. 

Mr. Olver, F.R.C.V.S., of Tamworth, an examiner of the Royal College, also 
gave evidence to the effect that if there was no inflammation there would be 
no harm in travelling the cow. 

Professional evidence was also given on behalf of the appellant by Mr. 
Clark, F.R.C.V.S., Coupar Angus; Mr. Cunningham, Slateford; and Mr. 
Rutherford, secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Scotland. 

Joseph Hoodless, labourer at Thurstonfield tanyard, spoke to seeing the 
cow being driven past the tanyard, and said he could see no difference 
between it and a healthy cow. 

Mr. Little, addressing the court on behalf of the appellant, said he did not 
admit that Mr. Hewson had given wrong advice in this case, but supposing 
that he did, a veterinary surgeon who gave wrong advice was not liable to be 
convicted of cruelty if the result of his advice being followed was that an act 
of cruelty wascommitted. The evidence against the appellant really consisted 
of statements which he was alleged to have made to Superintendent Graham 
and Inspector Kennedy in answer to questions put by them to him; and they 
must remember that the Inspector was directly interested in obtaining a con-- 
viction. Against that evidence they had the skilled evidence of Mr. Hewson 
and his assistant, supported by several witnesses who saw the cow and could 
speak to its condition from personal observation. Mr. Hewson from the out- 
set took the humane view, and advised the destruction of the cow; and he 
had never any idea that the animal was to be taken beyond the tanyard, 
although they now knew that it was not cruelty to drive it to the plantation. 
Put at the highest, the case of the prosecution was that Mr. Hewson made an 
error of judgment. His witnesses, he contended, must have satisfied the 
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court that there had been no error of judgment ; but even if there had been, it 
would not justify a conviction. 

Mr. Colam dwelt on the fact that none of the witnesses for the defence had 
said that they would have travelled this cow, and saidit was common sense that 
an animal in this condition could not be travelled without causing it great 
= The ill-treatment of this cow would not have taken place unless Mr. 

ewson had advised its being travelled, and he should not escape because he 
‘was a veterinary surgeon. 

The court retired, and on their return the chairman said the court would 
allow the appeal and quash the conviction. 

There was loud applause in court when the decision was given. The 
chairman directed the police to take into custody a man in the gallery whom 
he had seen clapping his hands. The police arrested the man, and he was 
cautioned by the chairman. The man expressed regret, and was allowed to 


Mr. Little applied for costs against the society. 
The chairman said the court would make no order as to costs. 
Mr. Little said the effect of that was that although the appellant had been 


declared innocent he would be fined a considerable sum in costs.—Zast Cum- 
berland News. 


REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE ARMY VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT WITH THE TIRAH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, 


1897-98. 
BY VET. LIEUT.-COL, GLOVER. 


(Continued from page 316.) 


211. On the first appearance of scabies it was recommended that the backs 
of all ponies and mules should be clipped, as it was noticed that the first 
appearance of the disease generally occurred under the saddle, but owing to 
the delay in getting a sufficient number of clipping machines, the carrying 
out of this took a considerable time. Altogether 120 pairs of clipping 
machines were used in the treatment of animals affected with scabies in the 
Base Field Veterinary Hospital, and 150 pairs of bazaar-made scissors were 
eventually provided by the Commissariat Transport Department for the pur- 
pose of clipping the camels affected. These locally-made scissors were 
preferred by the surwans for clipping their animals to English pattern scissors, 
and they certainly answered the purpose well and were comparatively 
inexpensive. 

Veterinary Sanitation. 

212. This received the strictest attention. At all posts, camps, and 
stations stable refuse was as far as possible burnt and strict observance to 
cleanliness in every way was constantly being seen to. With the owners of 
some of the hired animals it was difficult to introduce, or get them to observe, 
sanitary measures, but these men improved as they went on, and were 
eventually got to keep their lines clean. The Government “ drabie,” if 
allowed to, will make use of the grain bag forcarrying stable refuse in. This, 
I need scarcely say, should not be allowed. 

213. One of the greatest difficulties was the disposal of carcases, especially 
those of rinderpest cases. In nearly all instances these were cremated, but it 
was not always that sufficient wood could be got to burn a number of 
arcases, and then burying had to be resorted to, the usual precautions being 
observed. All carcases of animals dying along the line were as soon as 
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possible removed to a distance from the road, or, if possible, buried. In every 
way sanitary principles were carefully observed. 

214. There is no doubt that, for the disposal of carcases on field service, 
whether the animals die of contagious disease or not, cremation is the best 
and most effectual means. With cross-trench cinerators and a sufficient 
supply of wood there is no difficulty whatever in cremating any number of 
carcases, and in dry weather stable litter can be made to economise the con- 
sumption of wood very considerably. 

217. No brushes, curry-combs or line gear were allowed to hired ponies or 
mules. This, ! contend, is false economy, as it is just as necessary that hired 
animals should be as well cared for with a view to preventing disease and 
accidents and conserving health as Government animals, so long as those hired 
are in the employ of Government. I would therefore recommend that on future 
campaigns all hired ponies and mules be supplied with brushes, curry-combs, 
and line gear. 


Horse Shoes and Nails. 


218. It appears that the Ordnance Department have never received instruc- 
tions to provide other than Horse shoes suitable for Cavalry and Artillery 
horses, and as practically all the officers’ chargers on the expedition were 
either cobs or ponies, shoes suitable for these animals should have been 
available. Most officers had, I know, brought a spare set of shoes with them, 
but it was possible that they might have wanted shoes for their animals after 
they started on the expedition, and when there would have been no local 
means of obtaining them. On bringing the matter to the notice of the 
senior Ordnance Officer he gave me every assistance in supplying the 
deficiency, and having provided pattern shoes of the various sizes | thought 
would be required, arrangements were made for immediately obtaining a 
supply. I think it necessary, however, that in future a supply of shoes should 
be at hand suitable to the class of animals employed on a campaign. 

219. The machine made shoes supplied by the Ordnance Department 
to the Field Batteries on the expedition were altogether too heavy and un- 
suitable for horses in this country, and the nails supplied with them were 
also too large. 

220. The arrangements made by the Commissariat Transport Department 
for shoeing of the transport animals were very defective and insufficient 
The shoes supplied were badly made, as a rule too large, and the nails were 
also very indifferent and unsuitable. 

221. The nalbunds employed with the transport animals were in many 
cases practically useless, not knowing how to take off a shoe, let alone to 
put one on, and many cases of animals being pricked were reported 
Veterinary-Lieutenant Tatam reports :-—“ Eight nalbunds were supplied by the 
Commissariat Department, but they never appeared until the brigade arrived 
at Mastura on November Ist. Of the number only two knew anything about 
their work, the other six men were quite useless, and did not know how to 
take off a shoe; they had never done any kind of shoeing before.” 

222. Many other Veterinary officers have reported unfavourably of the 
nalbunds and the shoes supplied for transport animals, and it certainly is a 
matter requiring attention with a view to making the arrangements for 
shoeing transport animals on field service more satisfactory and efficient than 
they at present appear to be. As it turned out, active operations did 
not last very long, and the roads travelled over were soft, enabling many 

nies to go without shoes, but, under other circumstances, that might well 

ave existed, this question of shoeing the transport animals would have 
assumed a very serious aspect. 


| 
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Departmental Establishment. 


224. As already mentioned there were ten executive Veterinary Officers 
doing duty with the expeditiou, that is with the troops in the field. This 
number was the very lowest that could have been done with. At least three 
more officers were needed, but on applying for them I was informed that there 
were no more Veterinary officers available. A second Veterinary Officer was 
certainly required at the Kohat Base. 

225. In a campaign like the Tirah Expedition, where there are a large 
number of animals belonging to the Headquarters Staff it is very necessary 
for a Veterinary Officer to be attached, for, as I have said, executive duty, and 
also to act as Personal Attendant to the Inspecting Veterinary Officer. As it 
was I| had to attend to all sick cases occurring among the animals attached to 
Army Headquarters, knowing that the brigade Veterinary Officers had quite 
enough to do to look after their own Brigades and the Divisional troops. 

226. The strength in animals of the Headquarters Staff was 80 chargers, 
38 horses of the cavalry escort, and 500 mules, total 618. There was, therefore 
quite enough work for an executive Veterinary Officer, combining, as I pro- 
pose he should do, the duty of Personal Assistant to the Inspecting Veterinary 
Officer. This officer could also be made available, in emergency, to take 
charge of a Brigade, in the event of a Brigade Veterinary Officer getting sick 
or becoming in some way incapacitated for duty. As it was, had any one of 
the Veterinary Officers doing duty with the expedition been placed on the 
sick list, there was no Veterinary Officer who could have taken over his 
duties, unless by doubling work already heavy enough. 

227. At Kohat, on representing the matter to the Chief of the Staff, a 
Veterinary Officer was asked for to be attached to the Headquarter Staff, but 
the reply from you was that there was no Veterinary Officer available. The 
attendance on the Headquarter Staff animals took np a considerable portion 
of my time, and certainly interfered more or less with the performance of my 
legitimate duties. 

228. Before leaving the present subject, I would point out the advisability 
of having the departmental collar tab in some way different or distinctive 
from that adopted by the medical staff. The tabs as at present worn by 
both departments, according to regulation, are alike, which at times leads to 
confusion. Veterinary-Captain Forsdyke particularly draws attention to this 
subject. I would suggest the present dark blue tab with a maroon braid 
centre being made regulation for the Veterinary Department. 

22g. It gives me very great pleasure to be able to report that the Veterinary 
Officers serving under me on the expedition performed their duties, which at 
all times were arduous and exacting, in a manner deserving of the highest 
praise and commendation. No body of officers, I feel satisfied, could have 
reflected greater credit on their Department than they have done, and I 
have to thank them for the solicitude and precision with which they at all 
times carried out my instructions. Their devotion to duty and the reliance I 
could place in them certainly lightened my own duties and ensured the 
efficient working of the department. In the presence, therefore, of such 
general good services I have found it difficult to make a selection for special 
mention, but, in my report to the Chief of the Staff, I have brought to notice 
the officers I consider most deserving, and for such information I would refer 
you to that report. 

Veterinary Equipment. 


257. Medi.ine—Suppiy.—The supply of medicines, etc., to a force in the 
field, as laid down in Field Service Departmental Code, “ Veterinary,” was 
found to be satisfactory, but the reserve of twelve field veterinary boxes 
should, I consider, be at once distributed to the Field Veterinary Hospitals 
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along the line of communications as a reserve, the advance section hospital 
always having on hand a reserve of six boxes, together with the two reserve 
boxes in a section hospital equipment. This is, I consider, necessary, for it 
was found that owing to the block of transport on the line, to get supplies up 
in anything like an ordinary space of time was very difficult, and would 
certainly lead to inconvenience, was it awaited till the reserve boxes were 
actually required. On a large expedition, it is necessary to have the first 
reserve supply distributed to meet emergencies. There should at all times 
be a reserve of twelve reserve field veterinary boxes in the Veterinary Store 
Depot at the base, and this I would call the second reserve supply. 

258. Veterinary Store Depot.—In a large expedition such as the one under 
report, it is absolutely necessary to establish a Veterinary Store Depot at the 
base. It does not matter whether the depdt is a unit in itself or part and 
parcel of the Base Field Veterinary Hospital. But the establishment for it 
should be provided, and this should consist of a Veterinary Officer, a sergeant- 
farrier, and a clerk. At present there is provision made for only one of these 
officials, the sergeant-farrier. It is impossible for one Veterinary Officer to 
properly carry out the duties of being in charge of the Base Field Veterinary 
Hospital, the Veterinary Store Depot, the Salutri Depot, and to do the outside 
station work of the base. What I would suggest is that the Base Veterinary 
Officer have charge of the Base Field Veterinary Hospital, the Veterinary 
Store Depot, and the Salutri Depot, and that another Veterinary Officer be 
detailed for duty under him, to perform the station work of the base. In 
other words, there should be an establishment of two Veterinary Officers at 
the base of operations. 


(Sd.)_ B. L. GLover, Veterinary-Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Iuspecting Veterinary Officer, 
Tirah Expeditionary Force. 


SAD DEATH OF A V.S. 


AN inquiry was held at Plumstead, on April 5th, into the deaths of Henry and 
Ellen Tozer, husband and wife, who were found dead in their bedroom, at 
High-street, Plumstead, on Tuesday morning last. Charles Watkins, elec- 
trician, Albion-road, St. John’s, brother to Mrs. Tozer, said Tozer was a 
veterinary surgeon. His age was 57 and his wife’s age 59. He saw them 
last on Saturday, when his brother-in-law was ill in bed, but refused to have 
medical aid, being in the habit of prescribing for himself. His sister, who 
had recently undergone an operation, was low-spirited and weak. Dr. John 
Smith said he had oceasionally attended Mrs. Tozer, who suffered from 
cancer, but did not keep her bed. He was called on Sunday and found her 
very ill. Mr. Tozer also appeared to be very ill with cold and influenza. 
Witness was sent for on Tuesday morning and found them dead. He had 
since made a fost-mortem examination and found no marks of violence on 
either body. Mr. Tozer’s death was the result of disease of the brain and 
lungs. In the case of Mrs. Tozer the face was livid, due to cancer, and she 
succumbed to general debility. Witness made a very careful examination 
with a view of detecting poison ; but found no trace of anything of the kind. 
The jury came to the conclusion that, though the case appeared to bea 
singular and mysterious one, there was no doubt the deaths resulted from 
natural causes, and they gave a verdict in accordance with the medical evi- 
dence.— Times. 
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Reviews. 
CLARKE’S “MELOX” FOOD FOR DOGS. 

THE competition in “ Dog-feeding stuffs” is getting keener every day—and 
so much the better for our dogs. 

It is needless nowadays for one to have the trouble of obtaining the various 
ingredients separately and evoking them—all this is now done for us. 

We have recently made a trial of “ Melox,” and found it to be a very high- 
class dog-food indeed, and we have much pleasure in recommending it. 

The manufaturers are Messrs. W. G. Clarke & Sons, Limehouse, London, E. 


NEW SUTURE BUTTON. 


THE accompanying diagram is of a suture button which 
Messrs. Arnold and Sous have made for me, and which 
I consider of great service in ali wound cases where 
it is necessary to stitch. 


The button is extremely light, being made of alu- 
minium ; it is oval or round in circumference with a 
hole in the centre for the suture wire or cord, and on 
each side of the hole are two clips, round which the 
suture material is twisted in the figure of eight. The 
advantages claimed for this invention are its simplicity, 
Gos lightness, prevents cutting or tearing of the edges of 

the wound and reduces the chances of disfigurement to 
’ a minimum, and, lastly, that it is easily rendered aseptic. 
They are made in assorted sizes, both oval and round. 


D. F.R.C.V.S. 


ARNOLD & SONS LONDON 


Honorary Secretaries of veterinary medical societies and 
associations are informed that if they will forward the MSS. 
of their proceedings before the 18th of the month, the Editor 
will have much pleasure in returning them proofs within a 
few days thereafter, so as to enable them to be correctly 
inserted in the VETERINARY JOURNAL. 


Communications, Books, Journals, etc., Received. 

Veterinarian; Record; British Medical Journal; Lancet; Report of the Bombay 
Veterinary College for year 1897-98; Chemist and Druggist; Bulletin of The John 
Hopkins Hospital; The Journal of Comparative Medicine and Veterinary Archives ; 
The Scottish Medical and Surgical Journal; American Veterinary Review; Cattle 
Tuberculosis, by T. M. Legge, M.A., M.D., D.P.H.; The Public Health Journal ; The 
Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society; The Surveyor; The Photogram; Practice 
of Equine Medicine, arranged with questions and answers, by Henry D. Hanson, D.V.S.; 
Queensland Agricultural Gazette; Petersburg Veterinary Society's Journal ; C. H. Huish, 
H. J. Dawes, H. Locke, C, T. Kingzett, F.I.C. ; Irish Times; Bulletin U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture—Sheep Scab; Tuberculosis in Dairy Stock, R. A. S., England ; 
Revista Veterinaria (Vitoria); La Riforma Veterinaria (Naples); Recueil de Médecine 
Vétérinaire (Alfort); L’Echo Vétérinaire (Liége); Annales de Médecine Vétérinaire 
Brussels); Berliner Thieriirztliche Wochenschrift (Berlin); Deutsche Thierirztliche 

ochenschrift (Hannover and Karlsruhe); La_ Clinica Veterinaria (Milan); La 
Revista Veterinaria (Buenos Aires); Agricultural Journal (Cape Town); Bulletin de 
la Société des Sciences (Bucarest). 


